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Clinton’s 
Big Lie 


Kosovo war a cynical US 
power grab not a 
^humanitarian” mission 

by PB Floyd 

Inevitably, the sustained US bombing 
campaign against Serbia will be considered a 
“victory” for US aims in the region. Indeed it 
may be a victory, but not a victory for 
“humanitarianism", the Kosovar refugees or 
the US public. The real beneficiaries of the 
war (and of the peace) are elites in the US and 
Yugoslavia, as well as the international military 
industrial complex and the forces of economic 
globalization. 

The bombing has successfully crushed 
leftist tendencies in the Balkins, provided 
justification for continued military spending in 
the US, and most importantly provided US 
diplomats a credible threat of US military 
intervention outside of international law and 
outside of the United Nations next time the 
US wants to throw its weight around. 
Increasingly, the US is carving out a role as the 
world’s only superpower in the post cold-war 
New World Order, accountable to no one and 
immune from international law. 



















Bike Summer 1999 


The Revolution Will Not Be Motorized - Envision a Bike World 


by Josh S. 

Summer is a season of celebration -- a time 
of intense energy when people gather under 
the sun and ideas bloom. There is no better 
time to effect social change and inaugurate a 
new era than summer. At the end of July, Bike 
Summer will consume San Francisco for one 
month as people pedal in from points far and 
wide to celebrate the glories of the bicycle, 
advocate for a sustainable transportation 
balance, and educate the greater community 
and other cyclists about how to bring about 
this velorution (velo=bike in French; velox is 
Latin for swift). Bike Summer is one of the 
most important environmental grassroots 
gatherings of the decade. By focusing the 
intense global momentum of the bicycle 
movement in one place, Bike Summer will raise 
the visibility of bicycling and transportation 
concerns, and it cannot come too soon. We must 
live the velorution. 

One of the pivotal environmental battles at 
the turn of the millennium is being waged over 
transportation. Transportation is more than 


an individual choice of how we decide to get 
from point A to point B -- it is integrally tied 
to land use, air and water quality, habitat and 
wilderness loss, public health and safety, and 
even the rise of political and social apathy. We 
have built interstate rivers of concrete that 
emptied out our once-vibrant, compact urban 

Bicycling fosters an 
ethos of living locally — 
supporting local 
business, relying on 
local agriculture , 
appreciating local 
ecosystems. _ 

centers and spilled humanity and our waste 
across the landscape in unending sprawling 
waves of auto-oriented subdivisions and mega¬ 
malls. As our metropolitan areas grow several 
times faster than do their populations, we are 


consuming vast tracts of wilderness, farmland, 
and open space and replacing them with 
oceanic parking lots, strip malls, and single-use 
isolated pods of tract housing and office 
“parks.” The low-density world designed 
around the needs of the automobile -- its space 
demands, fuel demands, economic demands, 
psychological demands -- leave room for little 
else in our communities and our lives. Consider 
these stark statistics: 

• Every year over 300 million gallons of used 
oil from road runoff, leaks and oil changes pour 
directly into our rivers and oceans -- that’s 33 
times as much oil as spilled by the Exxon 
Valdez. 

• 43,000 people die in the U.S. every single 
year from auto collisions. Add to that 2 million 
less-than-fatal motor vehicle injuries annually. 

• 107 million Americans live in counties that 
fail to meet one or more air quality standards. 

• 30,000 Americans die each year from 
respiratory illness stemming from auto- 

Continued on page 14 


Resist Genetic Engineering 


bv TC & PB ■** Genetic Engineering recently conducted its 


campaign against berDia win De consiaerea a 
“victory” for US aims in the region. Indeed it 
may be a victory, but not a victory for 
“humanitarianism”, the Kosovar refugees or 
the US public. The real beneficiaries of the 
war (and of the peace) are elites in the US and 
Yugoslavia, as well as the international military 
industrial complex and the forces of economic 
globalization. 

The bombing has successfully crushed 
leftist tendencies in the Balkins, provided 
justification for continued military spending in 
the US, and most importantly provided US 
diplomats a credible threat of US military 
intervention outside of international law and 
outside of the United Nations next time the 
US wants to throw its weight around. 
Increasingly, the US is carving out a role as the 
world’s only superpower in the post cold-war 
New World Order, accountable to no one and 
immune from international law. 

The Kosovar refugees will return to a 
militarily occupied, ruined, bombed countryside 
and a devastated economy controlled politically 
from afar as a NATO protectorate. The 
wildcat strikes and labor unregt centered in 
Kosovo which threatened economic stability 
and a smooth transition from socialism to 
market capitalism will now be replaced by a 
more grim struggle for survival. There is 
considerable evidence that it was this labor 



unrest which induced Serbian leader Slobodan 
Milosevic to begin manufacturing the ethnic 
strife which provided justification for his 
repression. Nothing like “ethnic tensions” to 
take attention away from economic austerity 
imposed in the transition to capitalism. 

The population of Serbia, which generally 
did not practice ethnic cleansing, must face 
the physical devastation of their country and 
the likely political strengthening of Milosevic. 
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by Josh S. 

Summer is a season of celebration -- a time 
of intense energy when people gather under 
the sun and ideas bloom. There is no better 
time to effect social change and inaugurate a 
new era than summer. At the end of July, Bike 
Summer will consume San Francisco for one 
month as people pedal in from points far and 
wide to celebrate the glories of the bicycle, 
advocate for a sustainable transportation 
balance, and educate the greater community 
and other cyclists about how to bring about 
this velorution (velo=bike in French; velox is 
Latin for swift). Bike Summer is one of the 
most important environmental grassroots 
gatherings of the decade. By focusing the 
intense global momentum of the bicycle 
movement in one place, Bike Summer will raise 
the visibility of bicycling and transportation 
concerns, and it cannot come too soon. We must 
live the velorution. 

One of the pivotal environmental battles at 
the turn of the millennium is being waged over 
transportation. Transportation is more than 


an individual choice of how we decide to get 
from point A to point B -- it is integrally tied 
to land use, air and water quality, habitat and 
wilderness loss, public health and safety, and 
even the rise of political and social apathy. We 
have built interstate rivers of concrete that 
emptied out our once-vibrant, compact urban 

Bicycling fosters an 
ethos of living locally — 
supporting local 
business, relying on 
local agriculture, 
appreciating local 
ecosystems. 

centers and spilled humanity and our waste 
across the landscape in unending sprawling 
waves of auto-oriented subdivisions and mega¬ 
malls. As our metropolitan areas grow several 
times faster than do their populations, we are 


consuming vast tracts of wilderness, farmland, 
and open space and replacing them with 
oceanic parking lots, strip malls, and single-use 
isolated pods of tract housing and office 
“parks.” The low-density world designed 
around the needs of the automobile -- its space 
demands, fuel demands, economic demands, 
psychological demands -- leave room for little 
else in our communities and our lives. Consider 
these stark statistics: 

• Every year over 300 million gallons of used 
oil from road runoff, leaks and oil changes pour 
directly into our rivers and oceans -- that’s 33 
times as much oil as spilled by the Exxon 
Valdez. 

• 43,000 people die in the U.S. every single 
year from auto collisions. Add to that 2 million 
less-than-fatal motor vehicle injuries annually. 

• 107 million Americans live in counties that 
fail to meet one or more air quality standards. 

• 30,000 Americans die each year from 
respiratory illness stemming from auto- 

Continued on page 14 


Resist Genetic Engineering 


by TC & PB 

Despite the fact that the percentage of 
common food crops like soybeans and corn 
grown with genetically altered seed has been 
dramatically increasing over the last couple of 
years, with 40 percent of US soybean 
production now genetically altered, most 
people in the US are unaware of this trend. 

This is in sharp contrast to extensive public 
awareness and protest in Europe and around 
the world, including numerous occupations of 
ships carrying genetically altered food 
products and attacks on fields growing 
genetically altered plants. 

Recently, in response to protests and the 
European public’s refusal to be guinea pigs, 
the seven largest European grocery 
chainstores vowed to refuse to use genetically 
altered produce in their line of food products. 
Unfortunately, here in the US, genetically 
engineered foods are hitting the grocery 



shelves without labeling, without testing and 
without the awareness of the average 
consumer. 

A group of Bay Area citizens, mostly 
organic food growers and artists, has formed 
to change this. Bay Area Resistance Against 


Genetic Engineering recently conducted its 
first direct action in Berkeley: 

“On April 22, Earth Day, we formed a ‘Food 
Safety Inspection Team’ and hit the local 
Safeway store to vocally and creatively 
examine the products on the shelves for 
possible contamination with genetically 
engineered food products. After scanning the 
produce section, our carefully calibrated 
instruments detected milk products from 
cows that had been treated with a synthetic 
hormone. We also had high probability 
readings on much of the processed food, 
especially those containing soy, corn, corn 
sweeteners or aspartame. After about 20 
minutes of inspecting and labeling genetically 
engineered food we were escorted out of the 
store where we continued to offer free safety 
inspections to customers with their full 
shopping carts. Our educational ‘coupon’ flyer 

Continued on page 11 
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wildcat strikes and labor unregt centered in 
Kosovo which threatened economic stability 
and a smooth transition from socialism to 
market capitalism will now be replaced by a 
more grim struggle for survival. There is 
considerable evidence that it was this labor 



unrest which induced Serbian leader Slobodan 
Milosevic to begin manufacturing the ethnic 
strife which provided justification for his 
repression. Nothing like “ethnic tensions” to 
take attention away from economic austerity 
imposed in the transition to capitalism. 

The population of Serbia, which generally 
did not practice ethnic cleansing, must face 
the physical devastation of their country and 
the likely political strengthening of Milosevic. 
Milosevic clamped-down on dissidents at the 
beginning of the war, forcing a sizable 
opposition movement underground, and this 
clampdown will likely become permanent. Any 
massive bombing campaign against a country 
tends to unite its people behind the 
“leadership,” especially bombing aimed at 
creating civilian misery like the NATO 
bombing, which gradually moved from military 
targets to state television to daily attacks on 
electric power for the population. 
International elites are not sad to see the 
Serbian left, which organized massive strikes 
and protests over the last few years, crushed. 
An organized population is a much greater 
threat to the world’s rulers than the odd 
brutal dictator. 

Media coverage during the war has been 
fascinating in how little understanding one 

Continued on page 14 
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Slingshot is a quarterly, independent, 
radical newspaper published in the East Bay 
since 1988. 


The tiny Slingshot collective, which 
publishes what you’re reading, goes through 
good times and bad times like any project. It 
feels like this issue was especially hard to get 
done, between exhaustion from other projects 
and various personal tragedies some of us have 
gone through. Somehow, though, when the 
collective is finally together all weekend facing 
a deadline, it all comes together and the 
project still feels vibrant and even fun. 

We started off work on this issue reading a 
review in Maximumrocknroll that accused us of 
being “anarcho-robots.” Yeah, it can be a 
struggle to balance the need to deal with 
serious subjects and yet not be robotic. It 
seems like a lot of activists would do well to 
avoid taking ourselves so seriously. And while 
we may not have won the revolution, at least we 
have a better sense of humor. 

This summer we’re working on the Y2k 
Slingshot Organizer, which should be available 
in October or so. If you're in the Bay Area, 
we’re looking for volunteers to help design 
next year's datebook. Contact us! 

We’re always looking for writers, artists, 
photographers, editors, distributors and 
free-thinkers to make Slingshot better. If you 
think Slingshot looks like hell, volunteer. If you 
somehow got the impression that we’re a 
stable, solid institution that doesn't need help- 
-think again. We’re hanging by a string, folks. 
Slingshot accepts unsolicited articles and 
letters. Please send a disk if you can. Also, 
this is expensive. Sending us funds would help. 

Editorial decisions about Slingshot are made 
by the Slingshot collective. Articles do not 
necessarily represent the opinions of everyone 
in Slingshot. We welcome debate, discussion 
and criticism. 

Slingshot Volunteer Meeting 

Volunteers interested in getting involved in 
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Can’t hack 
the USA 

Dear Slingshot: 

I’m in a pretty, secluded, scenic park in 
Lausanne, Switzerland right now. I’m enjoying all 
the privilege a white-American male can have 
here (shoplifting, dumpstering, scamming. . .) and 
staying in mansion-type houses that are being 
squatted. Pretty easy livin’ here, which is partly 
why I came here many months ago. 

In this time I’ve been slowly forgetting about 
the average, everyday life of the US. While 
reading the Spring, 1999 issue of Slingshot, it all 
came back to me like a boot in the head. I just 
broke down and started bawling my eyes out 
about the fucked-up conditions the poor and 
working class have to deal with there. This is not 
a usual thing I blubber about, for I’m pretty used 
to reading contents like this, but being away has 
really softened me up. Actually, I can’t picture 
myself going back to the friendly-fascist US 
anytime in the next years, for I’m not strong 
enough to live there anymore, which is a cop-out, 

I realized, but I must think of sanity first. 

And that is why I’m writing this letter-to 
commend you on continuing the ever so important 
struggle against the sick, inhumane, capitalist 
machine known as the US government. This is the 
best issue of Slingshot I’ve ever read, and it’s 
always getting better. Thank you so much for 
putting this paper out. Stay strong, folx, and 
keep doing what you’re doing ... Love, Stuart 




“Some sort of 
revolutionary 
datebook” 

Dear Slingshot: 

I wanted to tell you all a little bit about how 
much we love our Slingshot Organizers. You know 
by now that they are totally ubiquitous in the 
scene; when they arrive we all cut out pictures 
from magazines and stuff and glue them on, and 
then cover them with packing tape because, let's 
face it, those covers don't last. Then a few weeks 
later we compare how each of our Slingshots 
conforms to the shape of our butts . 

Did you know there is a really cool mountain 
bike called a Slingshot? Many consider it the first 
"full suspension" bike. Instead of a downtube it 
had a steel cable on a spring, and there was a 
fiberglass "joint" just in front of the seat post on 
the top tube, so it could flex. I guess they climb 
like demons, tho the joint bends in all directions, so 
they tend to walk around sideways a bit too. They 
‘ still make them - it might be a neat illustration for a 
future issue. 

iu „i i:i._ i_ ii i. _ _ i 


confused because she has never seen that piece 
of paper before in her life, but she takes it and I 
walk away. 

A week later I’m in the middle of cooking dinner 
for my house and entertaining an old family friend 
who is now a Unitarian minister, and the food is 
burning and the phone rings and it’s for me and 
guess what, it’s her. And it kills me to do it but I 
have to ask her to call me back, but she does and 
a couple of weeks later we go out for Indian food. 
There she tells me her side of the story, like how 
she was totally spaced out when I gave her the 
note and had no idea what was going on, and was 
going to throw it out but she didn’t pass a 
garbage can. And then she read it later and saw 
that it was from (I quote) “some sort of 
revolutionary datebook” and that was one of the 
reasons she called. So anyway that was a few 
weeks ago and we’re hanging out a lot and I just 
wanted to say “thank you, Slingshot,” and if 
anyone is lovesick I tell them “get yourself a 
Slingshot Organizer and be ready, because you 
just never know.” 

Come visit us in Worcester if you’re on the 
coast. Thanks again. -Chris C. 

p.s. Her name is Sue. 
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nave a Detter sense or humor. 

This summer we’re working on the Y2k 
Slingshot Organizer, which should be available 
in October or so. If you're in the Bay Area, 
we’re looking for volunteers to help design 
next year’s datebook. Contact us! 

We’re always looking for writers, artists, 
photographers, editors, distributors and 
free-thinkers to make Slingshot better. If you 
think Slingshot looks like hell, volunteer. If you 
somehow got the impression that we’re a 
stable, solid institution that doesn't need help- 
-think again. We’re hanging by a string, folks. 
Slingshot accepts unsolicited articles and 
letters. Please send a disk if you can. Also, 
this is expensive. Sending us funds would help. 

Editorial decisions about Slingshot are made 
by the Slingshot collective. Articles do not 
necessarily represent the opinions of everyone 
in Slingshot. We welcome debate, discussion 
and criticism. 

Slingshot Volunteer Meeting 

Volunteers interested in getting involved in 
Slingshot can meet with us on August 1 at 4 
pm. at the Long Haul in Berkeley (see below). 

Article Deadline & Next Issue Date 

The projected deadline for article 
submission for Issue #66 is August 31, 1999. 
Issue #66 is expected to be out on September 
16,1999. 

Printed June 10, 1999 

Volume 1, Number 65 • Circulation: 10,000 

Slingshot Newspaper 

Sponsored by Long Haul 

3124 Shattuck Ave. • Berkeley, CA 94705 

Phone: (510) 540-0751 

Email: slingshot@tao.ca 

http://www.tao.ca/~slingshot 
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came back to me like a boot in the head. I just 
broke down and started bawling my eyes out 
about the fucked-up conditions the poor and 
working class have to deal with there. This is not 
a usual thing I blubber about, for I’m pretty used 
to reading contents like this, but being away has 
really softened me up. Actually, I can’t picture 
myself going back to the friendly-fascist US 
anytime in the next years, for I’m not strong 
enough to live there anymore, which is a cop-out, 

I realized, but I must think of sanity first. 

And that is why I’m writing this letter-to 
commend you on continuing the ever so important 
struggle against the sick, inhumane, capitalist 
machine known as the US government. This is the 
best issue of Slingshot I’ve ever read, and it’s 
always getting better. Thank you so much for 
putting this paper out. Stay strong, folx, and 
keep doing what you’re doing ... Love, Stuart 



Unite for Mumia 


Revolutionary greetings to ail at Slingshot! 

I’m writing to ask that you extend my 
subscription. Your paper is good for contacting a 
lo.t of other prisoners who wouldn’t normally 
engage in any conversation about this rotten-ass 
system. But give ‘em your paper, and they’re 
sure to come back with some pro or con on some 
issue that’s in the paper! So keep it cominq, 
please! 

On another note: there was a squib on page 2 • 
of issue #64 that proposed an anarchist bloc at 
the rally for Mumia in Philly on April 24. That 
event will have already taken place by the time 
you get this, but check this. Everybody that’s 
serious about getting rid of this rotten-ass system 
should have no reservations about attending an 
event such as the Millions for Mumia march. For 
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revolutionary 

datebook” 

Dear Slingshot: 

I wanted to tell you all a little bit about how 
much we love our Slingshot Organizers. You know 
by now that they are totally ubiquitous in the 
scene; when they arrive we all cut out pictures 
from magazines and stuff and glue them on, and 
then cover them with packing tape because, let's 
face it, those covers don't last. Then a few weeks 
later we compare how each of our Slingshots 
conforms to the shape of our butts . 

Did you know there is a really cool mountain 
bike called a Slingshot? Many consider it the first 
"full suspension" bike. Instead of a downtube it 
had a steel cable on a spring, and there was a 
fiberglass "joint" just in front of the seat post on 
the top tube, so it could flex. I guess they climb 
like demons, tho the joint bends in all directions, so 
they tend to walk around sideways a bit too. They 
still make them - it might be a neat illustration for a 
future issue. 

I'd also like to thank you on a more personal 
level with the following unsolicited testimonial, 
which you may use as you wish. Maybe just call 
me Chris C. or something if you want to print it. It’s 
just a little story about love and revolution and my 
Slingshot organizer. 

A bunch of us from Firecracker [Infoshop - in 
Worcester, Mass] went to Worcester Polytechnic 
to see Amiri Baraka speak. He was great, but 
through the whole thing I couldn't take my eyes off 
this cool looking punk rock girl. You know how it is 
when you just kind of see someone like that - 
you're all trying to figure out stuff about them. So 
all these things are going through my head, like 
that she's alone, so probably isn't there just for a 
class, and that she's really into it and laughing at 
Mr. Baraka's jokes at the expense of the 
government and such, so she's probably clued in. 
So anyway, I say fuck it, I'm going to pass her a 
note. You only live once, right? So I'm all giddy 
and trying to figure out what to say, and make it 
so that my offer - to have tea with me is 
irresistible. So I pull out my Slingshot and rip out 
the previous week’s page (January 8-14 if you're 
wondering) and ask her to tea and give my name 
and number. And then I have to sit through the 
talk all nervous, not nearly giving Amiri the 
attention he deserves. 

So finally it ends, and I go over to near where 
she’s sitting, and see her bag which has an Avail 
patch on it. So now I’m totally sold, but when she 
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revolutionary datebook” and that was one of the 
reasons she called. So anyway that was a few 
weeks ago and we’re hanging out a lot and I just 
wanted to say “thank you, Slingshot,” and if 
anyone is lovesick I tell them “get yourself a 
Slingshot Organizer and be ready, because you 
just never know.” 

Come visit us in Worcester if you’re on the 
coast. Thanks again. --Chris C. 

p.s. Her name is Sue. 
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“Betrayal of 
the Homeless” 


Dear Slingshot: 

In regards to Rob Anderson’s article in the 
Spring Issue of Slingshot # 64 “The Left’s 
Betrayal of the Homeless,” many people are 
homeless because they want to be. For many 
runaway teens as well as other social outcasts, 
being homeless is the middle finger response to 
the system which caters to the rich and upper- 
class establishment of America. To many 
homeless, “we fight just by living, our existence is 
resistance.” Squatters Rights! 

Food Not Bombs supports this way of life and 
so what? Who’s “status quo” are we challenging 
now? When homeless people take over 
abandoned houses and buildings, they challenge 
the status quo. These government funded 
shelters are just like anything else operated or 
funded by the American government: money 
making schemes pretending to “help the needy.” 

Most of these shelters are revolving doors (I 
was in Innvision in Santa Clara County). These 
programs offer no type of rehabilitation or ways 
for these people to move forward in their life, but 
to stay in these government funded shelters. The 
shelters in return make more money. Often, the 
few programs that do help the homeless have 
such intense regulations that only a handful 
qualify, such as Housing, Social Security, 
Unemployment., and other smaller programs, per 
“When Housing Disappears,” by Michael 
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The projected deadline for article 
submission for Issue #66 is August 31, 1999. 
Issue #66 is expected to be out on September 
16,1999. 

Printed June 10, 1999 
Volume 1, Number 65 • Circulation: 10,000 

Slingshot Newspaper 

Sponsored by Long Haul 

3124 Shattuck Ave. • Berkeley, CA 94705 
Phone: (510) 540-0751 
Email: slingshot@tao.ca 
http://www.tao.ca/-slingshot 



Circulation Information 


Slingshot is free in the Bay Area and is 
available at Long Haul and Bound Together 
Books (1369 Haight Street in SF), plus lots 
of other places. Contact us if you want to 
distribute Slingshot for free in the Bay Area. 

Subscriptions to Slingshot are $1 per issue 
(bulk mail pre-paid) or $2 for First Class Mail 
after the issue comes out. International is 
$2.50 per issue. Back issues are also available. 

Bulk copies are available for 50 cents per 
issue for 6 or more copies, $1 international. 

If you are a subscriber and your mailing label 
reads “last issue: 65” this is your last issue. 
Send $ or a card or you’ll be removed from the 
list. Prisoners get a year free, renewed each 
year if you write us to say you’re still locked 
up. Financial hardship subscription extensions 
for non-prisoners will be considered- send us a 
card or something. We exchange with other 
publications and political groups on request. 
Please let us know if you move. Please send $$. 



Unite for Mumia 


Revolutionary greetings to ail at Slingshot! 

I’m writing to ask that you extend my 
subscription. Your paper is good for contacting a 
lo.t of other prisoners who wouldn’t normally 
engage in any conversation about this rotten-ass 
system. But give ‘em your paper, and they’re 
sure to come back with some pro or con on some 
issue that’s in the paper! So keep it coming, 
please! 

On another note: there was a squib on page 2 ■ 
of issue #64 that proposed an anarchist bloc at 
the rally for Mumia in Philly on April 24. That 
event will have already taken place by the time 
you get this, but check this. Everybody that’s 
serious about getting rid of this rotten-ass system 
should have no reservations about attending an 
event such as the Millions for Mumia march. For 
one thing, to help save the life of any freedom 
fighter,' whether you agree with his or her so- 
called ideology or not, is a worthy effort! A 
victory for Mumia is a victory for everyone 
opposed to this fascist state! The same way the 
government was rocked by the liberation of 
Assata Shakur is the same way we can shake up 
these demons by freeing Mumia. So I urge all 
freedom fighters, revolutionaries, activists, 
anarchists, Black nationalists, rebels, whatever, 
not to let any divisional b.s. get in the way of 
striking a blow for freedom! Be serious about 
what you’re doing, for revolution is not a game\ 
As MOVE’S founder, John Africa, taught: “People 
are not to be played with like a game. Life is not a 
game. Life is a need; when games are allowed to 
be played with people’s lives, people’s lives are 
reduced to a game, and history will show that the 
game players are reduced to ashes when the 
people truly realize they are being played with.” 

Alright now, everybody keep up the fight 
against this corrupt system! We can win! We.iv/// 
win! Ona Move! Delbert Orr Africa 


just a little story about love and revolution and my 
Slingshot organizer. 

A bunch of us from Firecracker [Infoshop - in 
Worcester, Mass] went to Worcester Polytechnic 
to see Amiri Baraka speak. He was great, but 
through the whole thing I couldn't take my eyes off 
this cool looking punk rock girl. You know how it is 
when you just kind of see someone like that - 
you're all trying to figure out stuff about them. So 
all these things are going through my head, like 
that she's alone, so probably isn't there just for a 
class, and that she's really into it and laughing at 
Mr. Baraka's jokes at the expense of the 
government and such, so she's probably clued in. 
So anyway, I say fuck it, I'm going to pass her a 
note. You only live once, right? So I'm all giddy 
and trying to figure out what to say, and make it 
so that my offer - to have tea with me is 
irresistible. So I pull out my Slingshot and rip out 
the previous week’s page (January 8-14 if you're 
wondering) and ask her to tea and give my name 
and number. And then I have to sit through the 
talk all nervous, not nearly giving Amiri the 
attention he deserves. 

So finally it ends, and I go over to near where 
she’s sitting, and see her bag which has an Avail 
patch on it. So now I’m totally sold, but when she 


If anyone is lovesick I 
tell them ‘get yourself 
a Slingshot Organizer 
and be ready, because 
you just never know* 


gets up she goes to move around me and I look 
her right in her eyes (well, glasses) and say 
“Excuse me,” but all loaded with meaning and 
ready to give her the note, but there’s no flicker 
of recognition or lust or anything in her eyes, 
which was what I was hoping for, so I lose my 
nerve, and out she walks. 

So now my friends are around me talking about 
the talk and what to do next and all, and I’m just 
like “Fuck this, I am such an asshole.” So I run 
around and chase her down outside and say 
“Excuse me, I think you dropped this . ..” and she 


Dear Slingshot: 

In regards to Rob Anderson’s article in the 
Spring Issue of Slingshot # 64 “The Left’s 
Betrayal of the Homeless,” many people are 
homeless because they want to be. For many 
runaway teens as well as other social outcasts, 
being homeless is the middle finger response to 
the system which caters to the rich and upper- 
class establishment of America. To many 
homeless, “we fight just by living, our existence is 
resistance.” Squatters Rights! 

Food Not Bombs supports this way of life and 
so what? Who’s “status quo” are we challenging 
now? When homeless people take over 
abandoned houses and buildings, they challenge 
the status quo. These government funded 
shelters are just like anything else operated or 
funded by the American government: money 
making schemes pretending to “help the needy.” 

Most of these shelters are revolving doors (I 
was in Innvision in Santa Clara County). These 
programs offer no type of rehabilitation or ways 
for these people to move forward in their life, but 
to stay in these government funded shelters. The 
shelters in return make more money. Often, the 
few programs that do help the homeless have 
such intense regulations that only a handful 
qualify, such as Housing, Social Security, 
Unemployment., and other smaller programs, per 
“When Housing Disappears,” by Michael 
Radding, Spring issue #64. 

Rob Anderson wrote, “The fact that these 
people find themselves living on the streets is 
evidence that their lives are out of control.” I think 
it is evidence that our government is out of 
control. Some people are homeless because they 
can’t find a decent paying job to survive on. Some 
people are homeless because they are addicted 
to drugs and alcohol, but not all homeless people 
are addicted to drugs and alcohol. Most of the 
homeless youth are runaways because they’ve 
had tough family lives and when the Child Welfare 
System (the counties legal kidnapping ring) 
intervenes, they take these children out of their 
homes, place them into institutions, like shelters 
and juvenile halls that fail to give the love these 
kids need and deserve. What do you think these 
kids do? They reflect and become a reflection 
and rebel. There are plenty of circumstances 
where our current system status quo needs to be 
challenged. 

When San Francisco’s Mayor Willie Brown got 

Continued on page 15 
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Campaign 
for Renters’ 
Rights goes 
after the 
landlords 


by Erin Brightwell 

With rents all over the Bay Area reaching 
heights that property owners in most parts of 
the country can only dream about, the pressure 
has come down hard on working class renters. 
For people who want to live in the vibrant city 
of Berkeley, proximity to the university means 
rents that are incredibly expensive. As prices 
rise, Berkeley’s famed economic and ethnic 
diversity is steadily disappearing. 

Now that landlords can set rents for vacant 
properties to any level the market will bear, 
they have a high incentive to evict tenants. 
Take the case of Lisette Jones. Lisette is a 
single mother on Section Eight, (a federal 
housing subsidy) living in a Berkeley apartment 
owned by millionaire landlord Andrew Lipnosky. 
Lipnosky has evicted Lisette and two other 
Section Eight tenants in the same building. The 
building is in downtown Berkeley, not far from 
the university, and Lipnosky must be licking his 
chops at the thought of a couple of wealthy 
students taking Lisette’s place. 

The Campaign for Renters’ Rights (CRR) 
has taken up the case and has been fighting to 
force Lipnosky to let Lisette stay. In April, a 
group of 20 marched to Lipnosky’s residence 
in the hills of El Cerrito and staged a mock 
trial of the absentee landlord. Not only is 
Lipnosky guilty of greed in kicking out Lisette 
Jones, he has repeatedly shown a callous 
disregard for his tenants' rights. Tenants in 
many of his 45 Alameda County buildings have 
reported that their requests for maintenance 
have gone unanswered for months and even 
years. When tenants do get a response from 


Mission Yuppie Eradication Project 

SF anti-gentrification activist arrested, house ransacked 


by Igor Slovon 

Although some claim that it is futile to 
resist gentrification and almost impossible to 
go against the force of the market economy, 
many groups have formed to resist rising 
rents, especially in San Francisco’s Mission 
district. Groups like the Eviction Defense 
Network (E.D.N.), Mission Agenda, and Mission 
Artists Gentrification Insurrection Coalition 
(M.A.G.I.C.), are still fighting. One group, the 
Mission Yuppie Eradication Project (M.Y.E.P.), 
has been on the forefront of resistance by 
creating propaganda, through a poster 
campaign that probes the outer boundaries of 
conventional decorum, and calling for direct 
action, in the hopes of dissuading yuppies from 
settling in the Mission. 

Recently, the person accused of being 
Nestor Makhno, the MYEP spokesperson, was 
arrested and held incommunicado, chained to a 
bench at the Mission police station for over 12 
hours while being jeered at by police 
complaining about damage to their Jeep 


SOON TO BE PICTURESQUE RUINS! 

During the next major urban riots, we must attack and destroy 
the following yuppie bars and restaurants in the Mission — 

Neighborhood enemy number one is Beauty Bar , at the 

northeast corner of Mission and 19th. Yuppies Paul Devitt and Aaron 
Buhrz spent over $100,000 taking over the liquor license and 
renovating this place to look like Barbie’s Malibu Beach House. 
Beauty Bar is a chain, with other versions of this blight in New York 
City, and soon in L.A. Beauty Bar must be destroyed. 


Tokyo A Go-Go. 

and Gu 


i yuppie magnet on 16th Street between Albion 
chain, tl " ‘ * ----- . 


and Guerrero, is also a chain, the first one is called "Ace Wasabi's Rock 
and Roll Sushi,” — in the fucking Marina! The corporate-types inside 
make It look like a scene from a bad ‘80s movie starring Rob Lowe and 
Demi Moore. Need we say more? Tokyo a Go-Go has to Go-Go-Go. 


Bl owfish Sushi, on Bryant near 20th, brings rich pigs 
Mission, and offers nothing to working and poor people here, 
nest of cell-phone yuppies and upper-middle class privilegt 
Mission will be a better place when Blowfish Sushi has been bi 
of the water. 


Cherokees^ A felony, “making terrorist 
threats”, and misdemeanor “malicious mischief’ 
and vandalism charges have since been 
dropped. But his girlfriend had to hustle 
$1,060 dollars (which they aren’t getting 
back) to get him out on bail, over 24 hours 
later, from the 850 Bryant police station. 

While he was in custody, his house was 
raided by six S.F.P.D. gang members. His 
computer, house keys, phone-address book, 
writings, radical literature, posters, 
documents, a Coup hip-hop tape (with an song 
called Kill My Landlord), and a nearly complete 
16mm film project were all confiscated. They 
also wanted to grab a bag of what they 
mistakenly presumed was fertilizer but, as his 
girlfriend pointed out to them, was just a bag 
of organic black beans! Apparently they were 
really out to bust ‘Nestor’ and tried to blame 
an unsolved landlord arson on him. Thought 
crime is punishable in this society in which 
private property is more sacred than people’s 
lives. The pen is a formidable weapon, indeed. 

Rents have never been 
higher in the city. 
According to the May 
issue of the New Mission 
News, because of the 
passing of Proposition 
G, owner move in 
evictions are now down 
to about 60 a month, as 
compared to the 180 
OMI evictions per month 
last year. However, Ellis 
evictions, in which the 
landlord withdraws 


a the 
It's a 
The 
tlown out 


Cl rcadla is o Starbucks at Mariposa and Bryant, where virtual 
humans surf the Internet all day while slurping $7 coffee drinks. 

The Starbucks corporation set aside $1,000,000 just to furnish Clrcadia 
with antique furniture. The place hasn’t turned a profit yet, and with the 
right kind of discouragement we can make them go away. 

Circadia is located in a complex next to offices owned by the Robert 
Cort family , a leading force behind Mission gentrification. 

Robert Cort, Jr. is a thirty-something commercial real estate owner who 
still lives with his mommy and daddy at 757 3rd Ave. In the Richmond. 
In order to make the big jump to adult life, Cort, Jr. pulled owner-move- 
in evictions on seven tenants in two units at 3257 20th Street. Cort 


rental units from the market, have increased tol 
about 20 evictions a month. Local newspapersl 
also claimed that there were about 1681 
homeless deaths in the city streets in 1998,1 

one of the highest rates since they’ve been | 
supposedly keeping count. 

Individuals like ‘Nestor’ need our full I 
support even if you don’t 100% agree with I 
‘his’ provocative posters. At least someone is 
making a stink! Most people are evicted and 
quietly pushed out without a fight or fuss. A 
local illegal move-in eviction, by the Cort family, 
who had previously white-washed a huge mural 
on 17th and Harrison St., was exposed by the 
posters. The Corts got a little too greedy. In 
1996, they evicted, among others, residents 
who were in their 70’s and who had been living I 
there for 20-30 years. The house, at 32571 
20th St., is still unoccupied. 

The Mission Yuppie Eradication Projectl 
posters have definitely sparked debate and I 
discussions about the issue of gentrification.! 
Complaints about the posters are not coming I 
from Latino residents on the verge of eviction! 
(the last posters were also translated into! 
Spanish) but mostly from new white residents! 
who, although they claim they are not yuppies,] 
can still afford expensive cars and high rents. 

The real issue is clear. We have to decide! 
which side we are on: with those who want tol 
perpetuate this destructive, oppressive! 
status quo, or with those who want to makel 
positive social change for all, towards a society! 
where at least the basics, such as housing and| 
food are free to all. 












rise, oerKeieys Tamea economic ana emnic 
diversity is steadily disappearing. 

Now that landlords can set rents for vacant 
properties to any level the market will bear, 
they have a high incentive to evict tenants. 
Take the case of Lisette Jones. Lisette is a 
single mother on Section Eight, (a federal 
housing subsidy) living in a Berkeley apartment 
owned by millionaire landlord Andrew Lipnosky. 
Lipnosky has evicted Lisette and two other 
Section Eight tenants in the same building. The 
building is in downtown Berkeley, not far from 
the university, and Lipnosky must be licking his 
chops at the thought of a couple of wealthy 
students taking Lisette’s place. 

The Campaign for Renters’ Rights (CRR) 
has taken up the case and has been fighting to 
force Lipnosky to let Lisette stay. In April, a 
group of 20 marched to Lipnosky’s residence 
in the hills of El Cerrito and staged a mock 
trial of the absentee landlord. Not only is 
Lipnosky guilty of greed in kicking out Lisette 
Jones, he has repeatedly shown a callous 
disregard for his tenants’ rights. Tenants in 
many of his 45 Alameda County buildings have 
reported that their requests for maintenance 
have gone unanswered for months and even 
years. When tenants do get a response from 
Lipnosky, it is generally through manager John 
Yancy, a man who has been charged with 
physically assaulting a tenant, and who has 
verbally threatened many of Lipnosky’s 
renters. 

At a meeting of the CRR in May, Lipnosky 
tenants from Berkeley and Oakland came and 
shared stories about mold-infested drapes 

Continued on page 15 
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settling in the Mission. 

Recently, the person accused of being 
Nestor Makhno, the MYEP spokesperson, was 
arrested and held incommunicado, chained to a 
bench at the Mission police station for over 12 
hours while being jeered at by police 
complaining about damage to their Jeep 


SOON TO BE PICTURESQUE RUINS! 

During the next major urban riots, we must attack and destroy 
the following yuppie bars and restaurants in the Mission — 

Neighborhood enemy number one is Beauty Bar , at the 

northeast corner of Mission and 19th. Yuppies Paul Devitt and Aaron 
Buhrz spent over $100,000 taking over the liquor license and 
renovating this place to look like Barbie’s Malibu Beach House. 
Beauty Bar is a chain, with other versions of this blight in New York 
City, and soon in L.A. Beauty Bar must be destroyed. 
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Guerrero, is also a chain, the first one is called "Ace Wasabi’s Rock 
and Roll Sushi,” -- in the fucking Marinal The corporate-types inside 
make It look like a scene from a bad ‘80s movie starring Rob Lowe and 
Demi Moore. Need we say more? Tokyo a Go-Go has to Go-Go-Go. 


B lowfish Sushi. on Bryant near 20th, brings rich 
Mission, and offers nothing to working and poor people 
nest of cell-phone yuppies and upper-middle class privileg< 
Mission will be a better place when Blowfish Sushi has been bi 
of the water. 


girlfriend pointed out to them, was just a bag 
of organic black beans! Apparently they were 
really out to bust ‘Nestor’ and tried to blame 
an unsolved landlord arson on him. Thought 
crime is punishable in this society in which 
private property is more sacred than people’s 
lives. The pen is a formidable weapon, indeed. 

Rents have never been 
higher in the city. 
According to the May 
issue of the New Mission 
News, because of the 
passing of Proposition 
G, owner move in 
evictions are now down 
to about 60 a month, as 
compared to the 180 
OMI evictions per month 
last year. However, Ellis 
evictions, in which the 
landlord withdraws 
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Circadla is a Starbucks at Mariposa and Bryant, where virtual 
, humans surf the Internet all day while slurping $7 coffee drinks. 

The Starbucks corporation set aside $1,000,000 just to furnish Clrcadia 
with antique furniture. The place hasn’t turned a profit yet, and with the 
right kind of discouragement we can make them go away. 

Circadia is located in a complex next to offices owned by the Robert 
Cort family, a leading force behind Mission gentrification. 

Robert Cort, Jr. is a thirty-something commercial real estate owner who 
still lives with his mommy and daday at 757 3rd Ave. in the Richmond. 

In order to make the big jump to adult life, Cort, Jr. pulled owner-move- 
in evictions on seven tenants in two units at 3257 20th Street. Cort 
evicted a single mother living with her daughter and grandchildren, and 
an elderly brother and sister who'd lived in their home for 33 years. A 
year ana a half later the building remains unoccupied and in extreme 
disrepair. 

The Corts’ also own the Triangle building, on Harrison and 17th, where 
they destroyed the Lilli Ann mural, a neighborhood landmark. The 
Corts’ trashing of this mural symbolizes what speculators are doing to 
the Mission; a vibrant multicolored reality is being painted white. 

There are other businesses that need to be targeted -- 
use your imagination. 

BE CREATIVE. TAKE ACTION. DON’T GET CAUGHT. 

MISSION YUPPIE 
ERADICATION PROJECT 


who were in their 70’s and who had been living I 
there for 20-30 years. The house, at 32571 
20th St., is still unoccupied. 

The Mission Yuppie Eradication Project I 
posters have definitely sparked debate and | 
discussions about the issue of gentrification. 
Complaints about the posters are not coming I 
from Latino residents on the verge of eviction! 
(the last posters were also translated into I 
Spanish) but mostly from new white residents! 
who, although they claim they are not yuppies, | 
can still afford expensive cars and high rents. 
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Student Movement Wins Ethnic Studies Victory 


by Chris Crass (w/intrusive editing by SS) 
UC Berkeley saw the largest student 
protests in more than a decade this spring as 
hundreds of students successfully used direct 
action tactics to defend the Ethnic Studies 
Department from a slow, institutional 
starvation. The multi-racial coalition of 
students, faculty and community members won 
a number of limited concessions from the UCB 
administration after a brief but intense 


struggle that was designed around attainable 
goals in order to virtually ensure that victory 
could be declared. 

The victory at UCB demonstrates that 
when students organize, they can win. The 
struggle was a positive example of a 
multiracial alliance with strong participation 
and leadership by women activists. It was a 
proactive struggle that not only defended 
past gains, but pushed forward with new 


demands. Finally, the victory creates 
institutionalized change. 

Ethnic Studies, along with Women’s Studies, 
Labor Studies and (where they have it) Queer 
Studies represent institutional challenges to 
power structures based on white supremacy, 
patriarchy, capitalism and authoritarianism. 
These departments have been catalysts in 
developing new theories and concepts of race, 
gender, class and power, as well as providing 

no\Ai nonarratinnc nf onrl omoniiare 


ensure the future of the ES department. An 
action alert by graduate students K. Liao and 
K. Yep stated: “The administration has 
derailed departmental efforts to fill empty 
tenured track faculty positions. As a result, 
there are NO full-time tenured Native 
American Studies professors, only ONE full¬ 
time Chicano studies professor... with the 
expected retirement of faculty in the new 
decade, the future existence of ES is in 

nnoctinn ” 







verbally threatened many of Lipnosky’s 
renters. 

At a meeting of the CRR in May, Lipnosky 
tenants from Berkeley and Oakland came and 
shared stories about mold-infested drapes 
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Student Movement Wins Ethnic Studies Victory 


by Chris Crass (w/intrusive editing by SS) 
UC Berkeley saw the largest student 
protests in more than a decade this spring as 
hundreds of students successfully used direct 
action tactics to defend the Ethnic Studies 
Department from a slow, institutional 
starvation. The multi-racial coalition of 
students, faculty and community members won 
a number of limited concessions from the UCB 
administration after a brief but intense 


struggle that was designed around attainable 
goals in order to virtually ensure that victory 
could be declared. 

The victory at UCB demonstrates that 
when students organize, they can win. The 
struggle was a positive example of a 
multiracial alliance with strong participation 
and leadership by women activists. It was a 
proactive struggle that not only defended 
past gains, but pushed forward with new 


demands. Finally, the victory creates 
institutionalized change. 

Ethnic Studies, along with Women’s Studies, 
Labor Studies and (where they have it) Queer 
Studies represent institutional challenges to 
power structures based on white supremacy, 
patriarchy, capitalism and authoritarianism. 
These departments have been catalysts in 
developing new theories and concepts of race, 
gender, class and power, as well as providing 
new generations of activists and organizers 
with skills and knowledge. The survival and 
success of these departments contributes to 
the survival and success of movements for 
social change. 

The first Ethnic Studies Departments in 
the United States were created at UC 
Berkeley and San Francisco State University 
after long and courageous student strikes in 
1968-69. Students from both campuses 
formed the Third World Liberation Front and 
completely closed down the schools in a 
demonstration of multiracial power supported 
by teachers, employees and community 
members. While the strikers were met with 
fierce police brutality and repeatedly 
denounced by then Governor Ronald Reagan, 
the demands were won. Ethnic Studies (ES) 
Departments and courses have been developed 
on campuses across the US, but since the day 
they were created they have been contested, 
denounced and attacked by defenders of the 
traditional canons of Western Civilization — 
conservatives and liberals alike. 

Thirty years after the creation of Ethnic 
Studies at UCB, students this spring re¬ 
formed the Third World Liberation Front to 


ensure the future of the ES department. An 
action alert by graduate students K. Liao and 
K. Yep stated: “The administration has 
derailed departmental efforts to fill empty 
tenured track faculty positions. As a result, 
there are NO full-time tenured Native 
American Studies professors, only ONE full¬ 
time Chicano studies professor... with the 
expected retirement of faculty in the new 
decade, the future existence of ES is in 
question.” 

A student flyer titled “Welcome to UC 
Berkeley of the 21st Century” gave further 
evidence that ES is under attack: “ES has the 
smallest budget in the College of Letters and 
Science — across the board cuts affect its 
programs disproportionately; One-third of the 
overall Ethnic Studies budget has been cut, 
forcing the department to cut eight classes 
next semester; The department has lost four 
to five faculty members that the University 
has not allowed the department to replace.” 

Student actions to defend and extend 
Ethnic Studies began on April 14 with an 
occupation of Barrows Hall, home of the ES 
department. The students, organized under 
the banner of the TWLF, held the building for 
over 10 hours. Campus police, suited up for a 
riot, used pain compliance techniques to 
remove and arrest 46 students for 
trespassing. Several days after the 
occupation, the TWLF protested at the annual 
“Cal Day.” Student activists disrupted 
speeches by UC Chancellor Berdahl and 
Provost Carol Christ. The students challenged 
the UC leadership to explain what was 

Continued on page 13 



Hundreds of students, faculty and community members successfully organize to 
prevent UC Berkeley from killing its ethnic studies department through attrition. 
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sMIcroradio Comments Due Aug. 2| 


Write the FCC - they don’t want to hear from you. 


In the lastlssue of Slingshot, we reported 
extensively on the Federal Communications! 
.Commission (FCC) proposal to legalize 
[forms of micro-powered radio broadcasting 
The FCC action came after 10 years of civil 
disobedience by thousands of micro-powered 
broadcasters around the country, who started 
[free radio stations to protest the FCC]s 
current ban on accessible community radio: 
access. The FCC’s deadline for public: 
comment has now been extended to August 2, 
so there is still time for you or your: 
organization to file a comment! 

Public comment on the FCC proposal is. 
assential since the proposal is a series of 
questions about how the “legalized radio 
[service should be organized. One set of! 
'answers to these questions would make the 
Jnew Low Power FM service an extension of 
corporate control, and another set of answers, 
could make low power FM available to 1 
communities and individuals who are currently] 
excluded from the public airwaves. 

Powerful corporate radio stations,] 
Represented by their trade group the National! 
Association of Broadcasters (NAB) and other] 
entrenched powers like the_Corporation 



Public Broadcasting, nave been working nara 
o make sure that the FCC’s proposal is eitherj 
jan impotent failure or unavailable to excluded! 
people. The NAB requested, and was granted’ 
|by the FCC, two extensions of the deadline to^ 
ile comments, so the NAB could rally! 
orporate support for the status quo and! 
inish their “scientific” research on how LPFM-t 
iwould cause chaos on the airwaves. While these! 
[extensions are a dangerous opportunity fop 
;he powers of corporate control, they also givejj 
ree radio supporters and all those who favorj 
Idemocratic communication additional time to 
ile comments with the FCC. 

A full description of the FCC’s proposal! 
](known as the Notice of Proposed Rulemakingj 
i(NPRM)) and an analysis of the points tc 
(include in comments you might file is far! 
eyond the scope of this update. For details,! 
rite Slingshot (see page 2 for address) forf 
|a copy of issue #64 and a copy of the National! 
Lawyer’s Guild’s Committee for Democratic 
ommunications (CDC) newsletter on thej 
ubject. Last issues article is at our website 
:oo, www.tao.ca/~slingshot. Or, check out the 
[materials at the CDC’s website:! 
'ww.nlgcdc.org. The CDC has a detailec 


|response to the FCC’s proposal, and yoi 
“■and/or any organization you are associatec 
with can sign on in support of the CDC’i 
.detailed comments, while addinq vour own 
(supplemental comments. The CDC is actively* 
^working to get unions, churches, and other civicf 
[groups to file comments. Contact them if you' 1 
(have access to any union, church etc. decision! 
imaking bodies: Committee on Democratic* 
■Communications, 558 Capp Street Sanl 
■Francisco, CA 94110 (415) 522-9814. ’ 1 

J To file a comment directly, do it byl 
■computer at www.fcc.gov. Head for thel 
{Electronic Comment Filing System where you’ 
■can make your comment in only a few minutes.f 
IThe number of the proceeding is MM Docket! 
|No. 99-25. Electronic filing is almost required.!! 
jYou can also see the hundreds of the pro andu 
Jeon comments already filed at the FCC’sF 
{(website (Some of the comments already filed, 1 * 
^by the way, recite word by word the 10 point*, 
Jjfor comment printed in the last issue off 
iSlingshot!) A 

f The groundswell of support for democratic*; 
■access to the radio dial is growing, and air 
Fnumber of important groups, including' 
^numerous unions and churches, have alreadyl'P 
jjgedwHn support the CDC comments.® 


*su 



LPFM stations should only be licensedTo^v 
" individuals who reside in the'* 


Followinn * 


the station would serve .*•?*?/?****£ 


-V** fXo'mutualW exclusive « 
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rite Slingshot (see page 2 for address) fori 
copy of issue #64 and a copy of the National! 
Lawyer’s Guild’s Committee for Democratic 
ommunications (CDC) newsletter on the 
ubject. Last issues article is at our website 
:oo, www.tao.ca/~slingshot. Or, check out theS 
[materials at the CDC’s websitej 

ww.nlgcdc.org. The CDC has a detailed 
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io Nie a comment 


K - untruly, ao It uyi 

■computer at www.fcc.gov. Head for thel 
^Electronic Comment Filing System where you* 
(can make your comment in only a few minutes ( 
PThe number of the proceeding is MM Docket! 
JNo. 99-25. Electronic filing is almost required if 
;you can also see the hundreds of the pro and J 
Jeon comments already filed at the FCC’sl* 
Jwebsite (Some of the comments already filed, 1 * 
^by the way, recite word by word the 10 point^J 
■for comment printed in the last issue ofl 
IjSlingshot!) /, 

, ^he 9 r °undswell of support for democratic^ 
(access to the radio dial is growing, and a| 
■number of important groups, includinqj 
^numerous unions and churches, have already!* 


'••i r. r, 

»SU~ 


v7. LPFM stations should only be licensed toj^ 
ips or individuals who reside in the'.! 


i /. Lrrivi bidtions snouiu only De license! 
►'groups or individuals who reside in 
^community the station would serve***,?/****?, 


persons fiHnn suggested points that* ' F( 

9 ssl* 1 

•* £%£Z tea 


\ geared towards local nr° S6rViCe mus - ~ 
must be available even t 9 n ? ssroots uses, and , 
with a few hundred dollar^.u° Ups of people 
the new rules shoMt^Ss!^t knp ^ Uy - f 
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Three Strikes 


•j-^V^V>W!S5^55^rvSg^ >o« er y and should i$S cLnld bene 
least 80 percent of the programming InlLle licenses. The licenses should be nc 

. M stations should be locally originated, renewable so that if someone loses e ^ 
£'<*»> DJs (they could play music and'^ they can get another chance later. 
^lews.etc. °n theirshows.) /A 


You’re Out of Control 


Chomical: 


Families to Amend California's Three 
Strikes (FACTS) is currently lobbying the 
legislature to change the Three Strikes law so 
that only those convicted of a VIOLENT felony 
would receive the mandatory 25 year to life 
sentence under Three Strikes. Under the 
current law, the third strike can be any felony, 
meaning that thousands of people convicted 
for property and drug crimes, including 
famous cases like those convicted of stealing a 
pizza, are now serving life in prison. 


have not committed a violent crime, will spend 
the rest of their life in prison under the Three 
Strikes Law. This law is retroactively applied 
meaning that plea bargain priors are being 
used as strikes. Out of state felonies and 
juvenile crimes going back to 16 years of age 
are also counted, as are multiple offenses 
committed during one act. 

FACTS, started in 1996, and made up 
families and friends of those imprisoned under 
Three Strikes, is supporting Senate Bill 79, 
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Out of Control 



SF Chomical: How to 


Correct the Media 

Thousands in Northern California opened 
their copy of the San Francisco Chronicle on 
April 12 and were amazed to find that the 
usually corporatist paper was finally 
extensively covering the case of Mumia Abu 
Jamal, the Philadelphia journalist and ex-black 
panther who is currently awaiting execution on 
Pennsylvania’s death row for a crime he did not 
commit. 

In fact, the Chronicle’s editorial board was 
helped out a bit by anonymous activists who 
printed tens of thousands of copies of an 
“improved” front page that looked 
surprisingly like the real thing. The word 
“Chronicle” was changed to “Chomical” and the 
4 page section contained numerous stories and 
an “improved” editorial page on Jamal’s case 
and the death penalty. 

In the wee hours, activists followed news 
delivery vans on their routes, removing stacks 
of papers from coin operated news boxes and 
replacing the papers with the “improved” 
front pages wrapped around the real thing. 
Copies of the Chomical were distributed in 
San Jose to San Francisco and in Oakland. 


Families to Amend California’s Three 
Strikes (FACTS) is currently lobbying the 
legislature to change the Three Strikes law so 
that only those convicted of a VIOLENT felony 
would receive the mandatory 25 year to life 
sentence under Three Strikes. Under the 
current law, the third strike can be any felony, 
meaning that thousands of people convicted 
for property and drug crimes, including 
famous cases like those convicted of stealing a 
pizza, are now serving life in prison. 

Seventy to 80 percent of people sentenced 
under the Three Strikes Law are non-violent 
offenders. More than 60 percent of the 
offenses are for a non-victim or drug related 
offense. Thousands of men and women, who 


have not committed a violent crime, will spend 
the rest of their life in prison under the Three 
Strikes Law. This law is retroactively applied 
meaning that plea bargain priors are being 
used as strikes. Out of state felonies and 
juvenile crimes going back to 16 years of age 
are also counted, as are multiple offenses 
committed during one act. 

FACTS, started in 1996, and made up 
families and friends of those imprisoned under 
Three Strikes, is supporting Senate Bill 79, 
which would limit the law to those convicted of 
violent felonies. They call on all concerned to 
write their legislators and the governor. For 
more information, contact FACTS at PO Box 
21613, San Jose, CA 95151, 408-977-2121, 
www.facts1.com. 



Communities file lawsuit against CIA 


Communities in Oakland and Los Angeles 
recently sued the CIA and the US Department 
of Justice as new evidence came to light that 
the CIA had indeed paved the way for the 
illegal distribution of crack cocaine in various 
communities as part of the Contra crack 
scandal. 

These class action lawsuit filed in March are 
based on a recently revealed agreement 
between former CIA director WiHiam Casey 
and former US Attorney General William 
French Smith back in 1982. This confidential 
agreement cemented a policy that the CIA had 
no duty to report drug crimes to the 
Department of Justice. The lawsuit alleges 
that this agreement helped the crack cocaine 
epidemic flourish in these and other 
communities. 


The existence of this document was 
admitted by CIA Inspector Frederick Hitz in 
front of the House Intelligence Committee in 
March. Hitz acknowledged that the CIA knew 
of drug trafficking allegations “regarding 
dozens of individuals and a number of 
companies connected in some fashion to the 
Contra program or the Contra movement.” 

Hitz also admitted that “there are instances 
where the CIA did not, in an expeditious or 
consistent fashion, cut off relationships with 
individuals supporting the Contra program 
who were alleged to have engaged in drug 
trafficking activity, or take action to resolve 
the allegation.” 

For more information on the lawsuit and the 
allegations, see www.amandla.org/cia/info.html 


XPLICIT PLAYERS 

ktkit off 


The pieing movement is spreading beyond 
politicians and business executives and moving 
to internal movement fratricide. At the recent 
People’s Park 30th Anniversary concert in 
Berkeley, the Xplicit Players, who “perform” 
“erotic” art rituals naked and are ubiquitous 
at left-wing Berkeley events, got up on stage 
to touch lovingly. A member of the audience 
(who reportedly supports public nudity but 
hates bad “art”) spontaneously formed a 
splinter cell of the BBB (Biotic Baking 
Brigade), which he entitled the AMBB (Anti- 
Moronic Baking Brigade). He ran to a nearby 
convenience store where he bought a pie crust 
and whipped cream, and returned in time to pie 
Debbie Moore, leader of the Xplicit Players. 
The act of sabotage went horribely awry as 
the Players proceeded to lick the whipped 
cream from each others’ bodies. 
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THIS IS \1Y PERSONAL GUARANTEE THAT IF THE 
UNION IS DEFEATED ON JUNE 3, 1999, YOU WILL NOT BE 
SORRY. I AM CONFIDENT THAT IF YOU GIVE SD&A THE 
SUPPORT 1 AM ASKING FOR, YOU WILL QUICKLY 
CONCLUDE THAI VOTING “NO” ON JUNE 3 WAS THE 
BEST DECISION YOU EVER MADE. 

I AM SO CONFIDENT OF THIS THAT I HAVE 
ATTACHED .35c TO THIS GUARANTEE. KEEP THIS 
MONEY AND THE GUARANTEE AS A REMINDER OF MY 
PROMISE. IF, ON JUNE 3, 2000, JUST 52 WEEKS AFTER 
THE DATE OF THE ELECTION, YOU DON’T THINK THAT 
VOTING AGAINST THE UNION WAS THE BEST DECISION 
YOU EVER MADE, THEN YOU CAN USE THE ATTACHED 
.35c TO CALL ANY UNION YOU WANT. I’LL PAY FOR THE 
PHONE CALL. 

t 

YOU WON’T BE SORRY YOU GAVE US YOUR 
SUPPORT. I GUARANTEE IT! 


STEPHEN DUNN & ASSOCIATES 
» / 



Playing Dirty! 


Stephen Dunn and Associates resists union drive 

Companies have the benefit of the law on their side when it comes to union-busting. Above 
is a union-busting relic from a recent campaign to organize low-paid telemarketers at Stephen 
Dunn and Associates (SD&A) in Berkeley. The company’s efforts in this drive, which included 
drilling employees on their vote in the “back room.” and brinaina in needed eraonomicallv- 
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Epicenter Closes 

Punk Lives Elsewhere 


by Ramino Acid 

That’s right. It wasn’t a rumor. Epicenter 
Zone is going under at the end of June. Hats 
off to all the volunteers who kept it sailin’ for 
nine years. Thanks to Tim Yohannan and 
Maximum Rock n’ Roll (MRR) radio show and 
magazine staff for starting the much needed 
space which served the community of punx, 
activists, artists, pirates, bikers, losers, 
vagrants, and outcasts. 

Epicenter Zone was more than just an all¬ 
volunteer collective record store. It was the 
closest we had to an infoshop in this windy city 
by the bay. It also housed many projects, such 
as a community switchboard, a Food Not 
Bombs meeting place, Prisoner Literature 
Project meeting and library space, a punk zine 
library, artist studios and displays, musical 
performances, zine fests, a free box, 
community bulletin boards, Black-list punk 
record distribution mail order (which also 
folded a few years ago) and a general 
gathering space. 

I last saw co-founder Tim YoMama at 
Epicenter Zone, with his usual smile and 
greetings, before his death by cancer over a 
year ago. He and the MRR staff put money 
down to help the space get started, after also 
helping start the Gilman Street Project in 
1987 — a much needed all ages venue in 
Berkeley (which is also threatened and needs 
our support). 

Why the Ship Sank 

Basically, we were in a big hole and couldn’t 
pay rent anymore. Why we got to that point 
has many reasons, but one thing is certain — it 
is a great loss to the community (or what is 
left of the community since rents are now so 
high in central locations close to subway and 
bus lines). 

Although I’d been involved with the Prisoner 
Literature Project for a while, I only got 
involved with the record store the past year. 
As with many collectives, there were a few 


answers. If you wanted to know how to do 
something you had to ask around. We weren’t 
being spoon-fed, and that was good, but there 
was definitely a lack of communication even 
though we were trying to have regular monthly 
meetings. Most volunteers knew we were in 
trouble, for example, but not how deep. The 
few dedicated volunteers who knew the 
seriousness of the situation decided to fold so 
they could go out with some respect and try to 

pay people back, because that’s how Epicenter 
started — with dignity. 

A lot of people had been expressing the 
need to reach out beyond the punk ghetto. 
Many feel that punk ideology has become 
stagnant and narrow-minded, contradicting 
what it originally stood for, and bringing only a 
limited sector of society into the store (those 
with the right patches and tattoos). That, 
coupled with competition in the record 
business and higher bills, were also reasons for 
folding. 

So go out there before it goes under and 
buy some cheap records and CDs at 475 
Valencia (at 16th), 2nd floor. Hours are 3-8 
p.m. weekdays and noon-8 p.m. on weekends. 

Mission Records, on Mission between 19th 
and 20th, is still around for shows and 
benefits. Cell-Space is also a huge community- 
oriented center, with many projx going on, and 
is worth checking out. (On Bryant St., 
between 18th and 19th.) 

A New Space Forming? 

For years we have been talking amongst 
friends about the need for a new 
infoshop/venue/ community space. So one good 
thing coming out of Epicenter’s closing is that 
we're forced to look. 

Running a collective smoothly can be very 
difficult. My suggestion is to work in a small 
tight-knit cohesive group of friends and 
remember, as always, that communication is the 
key. It would be wise to start by talking about 
the meaning of a collective, how it should be 

























Playing Dirty! 


Stephen Dunn and Associates resists union drive 

Companies have the benefit of the law on their side when it comes to union-busting. Above 
is a union-busting relic from a recent campaign to organize low-paid telemarketers at Stephen 
Dunn and Associates (SD&A) in Berkeley. The company’s efforts in this drive, which included 
drilling employees on their vote in the “back room,” and bringing in needed ergonomically- 
correct chairs the day of the union election, ultimately paid off in a 53-31 vote against 
unionizing. Although SD&A employees have gotten a dollar an hour raise since the drive began, 
employees say it wouldn’t have come about without the union drive. And if the company 
decides to retaliate against its employees for daring to fight for their rights, the law is on 
their side as well. The only penalty for firing an employee for unionizing is to rehire the person 
with back pay, and possibly posting a notice stating that the company has violated the law. If 
you're in a unionized workplace, feel lucky. Many people wish they could be in your shoes. 


yamtMiiiy spaue. 

I last saw co-founder Tim YoMama at 
Epicenter Zone, with his usual smile and 
greetings, before his death by cancer over a 
year ago. He and the MRR staff put money 
down to help the space get started, after also 
helping start the Gilman Street Project in 
1987 — a much needed all ages venue in 
Berkeley (which is also threatened and needs 
our support). 

Why the Ship Sank 

Basically, we were in a big hole and couldn’t 
pay rent anymore. Why we got to that point 
has many reasons, but one thing is certain — it 
is a great loss to the community (or what is 
left of the community since rents are now so 
high in central locations close to subway and 
bus lines). 

Although I’d been involved with the Prisoner 
Literature Project for a while, I only got 
involved with the record store the past year. 
As with many collectives, there were a few 
people doing most of the work. There was a 
new wave of volunteers, but we weren’t being 
trained too well and tasks were not being 
distributed. A lot of the people who had run 
the store burnt out and left without spreading 
that knowledge. The few who had it running, 
were too busy, really, to train others. 

New volunteers seemed too overwhelmed, 
apathetic, or nervous to always seek out 


Save the Planet - Fire Your Boss 

SF State Students organize with the IWW to save Recycling Center 


by Chris Crass 

Perhaps in response to a union drive by 
student employees at San Francisco State 
University's Recycling Resource Center, the 
university closed the Center June 4, fired all 
of its employees, and announced that they 
could reapply for their jobs at a “new” center 
the university would create later in the 
summer. However, skeptical students aren’t 
sure that this isn't an attempt to lower 
expenses by passing the recycling work off to 
overworked janitors. 

Student employees of the Recycling Center 
began organizing with the Industrial Workers 
of the World in September of ‘98 to ensure 
the future existence of the Center. The 
Recycling Center was started by students in 
1987 and has been a student-run operation 
ever since. 

The Center provided services for over 


and what the school managers have planned for 
the future. SWAP was conceived of and 
created by student employees of the Center in 
1996. SWAP collects discarded furniture, 
office equipment and computers from around 
campus and redistributes them to non-profit 
groups and to other people on campus who 
have a need for such items. SWAP has 
redistributed over 200 tons of filing cabinets, 
desks, chairs and computer equipment. 
However, this past semester, school 
management has taken the SWAP program 
away from the student run center and placed 
it under a different department that divorces 
it from student control. 

Student control of the recycling center was 
at the heart of what the unionized employees 
were trying to save and what school 
management tried to undermine. The Center 
was run as a collective, in that all employees 


consistently had made major decisions without 
asking for any input from student employees. 

Management had plans to eliminate students 
from the Recycling Center by not hiring 
replacements as students leave, but it seems 
that they have decided to eliminate the 
Recycling Center altogether. Work will most 
likely be transferred to already overtaxed 
janitors. Indeed, the students’ worst fears 
have been borne out: management decided to 
cut all funding and close the Center rather 
than bargain with unionized employees. 
Certainly management’s past record points in 
this direction. As students organized and 
declared their commitment to fight for the 
future of the Center, management cut hours 
and refused to hire enough employees to cover 
the workload. 

Johnna Bossuot, one of the student 
organizers, explained the motivation behind the 


bo go out mere Derore it goes unaer ana 
buy some cheap records and CDs at 475 
Valencia (at 16th), 2nd floor. Hours are 3-8 
p.m. weekdays and noon-8 p.m. on weekends. 

Mission Records, on Mission between 19th 
and 20th, is still around for shows and 
benefits. Cell-Space is also a huge community- 
oriented center, with many projx going on, and 
is worth checking out. (On Bryant St., 
between 18th and 19th.) 

A New Space Forming? 

For years we have been talking amongst 
friends about the need for a new 
infoshop/venue/ community space. So one good 
thing coming out of Epicenter’s closing is that 
we’re forced to look. 

Running a collective smoothly can be very 
difficult. My suggestion is to work in a small 
tight-knit cohesive group of friends and 
remember, as always, that communication is the 
key. It would be wise to start by talking about 
the meaning of a collective, how it should be 
run, and arrive at a common vision. 

Nothing is perfect, but it is worth striving 
for. From my experience with collectives, it is 
difficult to work or live with everyone or just 
whoever. 

Some Epicenter members have started a 
temporary office drop-in info-center garage 
nearby, at the former Starcleaners on 
Sycamore alley (between 18th and 19th), until 
a new space is found. 

Stay tuned. For more info, you can contact 
Janice Flux at PO Box 16651 S.F., CA 94116- 
0651, magdalene@jesusshaves.com, or call 
Todd at 415-776-4654. Let’s hope the new 
space learns from past experiences. 

Another good idea is to follow the example 
of our European comrades by occupying an 
abandoned building and turning it into a social 
center/infoshop. SQUAT DA CASTLE! 



management, SF Labor Council President 
Walter Johnson (who called the President of 
SFSU in support of the Center) and have 
attended both environmental and labor 
conferences to gain support for their 
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decides to retaliate against its employees for daring to fight for their rights, the law is on 
their side as well. The only penalty for firing an employee for unionizing is to rehire the person 
with back pay, and possibly posting a notice stating that the company has violated the law. If 
you're in a unionized workplace, feel lucky. Many people wish they could be in your shoes. 


distributed. A lot of the people who had run 
the store burnt out and left without spreading 
that knowledge. The few who had it running, 
were too busy, really, to train others. 

New volunteers seemed too overwhelmed, 
apathetic, or nervous to always seek out 


Save the Planet - Fire Your Boss 

SF State Students organize with the IWW to save Recycling Center 


by Chris Crass 

Perhaps in response to a union drive by 
student employees at San Francisco State 
University's Recycling Resource Center, the 
university closed the Center June 4, fired all 
of its employees, and announced that they 
could reapply for their jobs at a “new” center 
the university would create later in the 
summer. However, skeptical students aren’t 
sure that this isn't an attempt to lower 
expenses by passing the recycling work off to 
overworked janitors. 

Student employees of the Recycling Center 
began organizing with the Industrial Workers 
of the World in September of ‘98 to ensure 
the future existence of the Center. The 
Recycling Center was started by students in 
1987 and has been a student-run operation 
ever since. 

The Center provided services for over 
30,000 people at SFSU. According to the 
Center's annual report for '97-‘98, over 648 
tons of recyclable, reusable and compostable 
materials were diverted from landfills by the 
22 student employees. In addition to direct 
services, the Center's employees also provided 
educational programs and outreach to the 
campus on issues of ecological sustainability 
and waste reduction. An example of this is the 
Geography of Garbage class, which was a 
collaboration between the Recycling Center 
and the Geography Department. Through the 
Geography Department volunteer positions 
for college credit were available at the Center, 
where students got hands on experience with 
recycling, composted tons of food waste from 
the cafeteria, and re-distributed school 
supplies through SWAP (Surplus With A 
Purpose). 

The SWAP program was an excellent 
example of what the Center was capable of 


and what the school managers have planned for 
the future. SWAP was conceived of and 
created by student employees of the Center in 
1996. SWAP collects discarded furniture, 
office equipment and computers from around 
campus and redistributes them to non-profit 
groups and to other people on campus who 
have a need for such items. SWAP has 
redistributed over 200 tons of filing cabinets, 
desks, chairs and computer equipment. 
However, this past semester, school 
management has taken the SWAP program 
away from the student run center and placed 
it under a different department that divorces 
it from student control. 

Student control of the recycling center was 
at the heart of what the unionized employees 
were trying to save and what school 
management tried to undermine. The Center 
was run as a collective, in that all employees 
had a voice in the decisions that affected the 
Center - hours worked, duties assigned, events 
organized. The collective structure of the 
Center had been ignored by management who 





consistently had made major decisions without 
asking for any input from student employees. 

Management had plans to eliminate students 
from the Recycling Center by not hiring 
replacements as students leave, but it seems 
that they have decided to eliminate the 
Recycling Center altogether. Work will most 
likely be transferred to already overtaxed 
janitors. Indeed, the students’ worst fears 
have been borne out: management decided to 
cut all funding and close the Center rather 
than bargain with unionized employees. 
Certainly management’s past record points in 
this direction. As students organized and 
declared their commitment to fight for the 
future of the Center, management cut hours 
and refused to hire enough employees to cover 
the workload. 

Johnna Bossuot, one of the student 
organizers, explained the motivation behind the 
9-month long campaign. "We unionized because 
we want to protect the opportunity for 
students to participate in a workplace that is 
democratic, where we make decisions 
collectively. It is crucial that workers have a 
voice in their workplace, otherwise the work 
becomes meaningless and degrading. We also 
wanted to maintain the Center so that 
students could directly work on making the 
campus environmentally sustainable." 

Over the last few months the student 
Wobblies (nickname for members of the IWW) 

- have distributed hundreds of leaflets on 
I campus and collected over 800 signatures on 
petitions supporting the Recycling Center. 
They also started an effort to get other 
employees on campus to send postcards 
expressing support for the union to the 
president of the school. Furthermore, Wobbly 
organizers have met with the teachers union, 
the student government, various members of 
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difficult to work or live with everyone or just 
whoever. 

Some Epicenter members have started a 
temporary office drop-in info-center garage 
nearby, at the former Starcleaners on 
Sycamore alley (between 18th and 19th), until 
a new space is found. 

Stay tuned. For more info, you can contact 
Janice Flux at PO Box 16651 S.F., CA 94116- 
0651, magdalene§jesusshaves.com, or call 
Todd at 415-776-4654. Let’s hope the new 
space learns from past experiences. 

Another good idea is to follow the example 
of our European comrades by occupying an 
abandoned building and turning it into a social 
center/infoshop. SQUAT DA CASTLE! 



management, SF Labor Council President 
Walter Johnson (who called the President of 
SFSU in support of the Center) and have 
attended both environmental and labor 
conferences to gain support for their 
struggle. 

Although the university says it has plans to 
re-open the Center and says it will offer the 
students their jobs back, some students say 
that the move was an effort to weed out the 
pro-union employees and hire back only the 
pliant workers. However, the closing of the 
Center is not coming without a struggle from 
the unionized environmentalists determined to 
maintain a collectively run student recycling 
center. Stay tuned - the struggle is not over 
yet. 

To send messages in favor of the Center 
and the union, contact Julie Taylor 
(juliet@sfsu.edu), Robert Corrigan, 
President of SFSU (corrigan@sfsu.edu), and 
Robert Hutson, Director of Plant Operations 
(roberth@sfsu.edu). For more information 
about the recycling program, contact Johnna 
Bossuot at (415)647-1290. 








New York’s Killer Cops 

Doinq the Boss’ Dirtv Work 


By Gerald Smith 

On February 4, 1999, four undercover 
members of New York's Street Crimes Unit 
(SCU) cornered a young Black man in the 
vestibule of his Bronx apartment building and 
executed him. Amadou Diallo, 22, a hard¬ 
working immigrant from Guinea, was shot 19 
times with hollow-point (dum-dum) bullets. 

According to eyewitnesses, the killers fired 
3 shots, paused, then opened fire on full 
automatic. Two cops - Sean Carroll and 
Edward McMellon - emptied their guns at 
Diallo, firing 16 rounds each. The others, 
Kenneth Boss and Richard Murphey, fired 5 
and 4 rounds, respectively. According to the 
New York Times, three cops were crouched 
around the door and a fourth was behind a car. 
Why did four cops have to fire even a single 
round at a thin, unarmed man? 

Because they have a license to kill. The cops 
that made up the SCU had shady pasts. Three 
of the four had been involved in shooting 
incidents within the past two years. These 
cops were known by the police brass to have 
bad reputations. In fact, each has 'had 
numerous complaints lodged against them 
McMellon 5, Carroll 3, and Boss 3. Perhaps the 
situation can best be summed up in the SCU’s 
own motto, a sinister Vietnam War slogan: The 
Night Belongs To Us. Amadou Diallo’s only 
crime was being “Black and Out at Night.” 

It is despicable that these killers are not in 
jail without bail. In fact, over a week after the 
murder, not one of them had even been 
questioned by “authorities!” This sends a 
clear message to the rest of the police force: 
Don’t worry, you’re above the law, you can get 
away with anything as long as your victim is 
poor, and, in particular, a person of color. 
Racist Class War Against the Poor 
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guns and vile records. But Giuliani had the 
nerve to attend the memorial service for Diallo. 
There is irony in the fact that Giuliani was 
complicit in making Diallo’s life as a street 
vendor hell, letting his minions take Diallo’s life, 
then inflicting his presence on Diallo’s family 


during one of the most intense periods of their 
grief. 

Mass protests in the street are important 
but only have a limited effect. The outrage 
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immediately shut down industry. Anytime a 
cop executes a brother or sister, we must 
strike back that day. Mass working-class 
strikes will rock society from the base. Giuliani 
and Co. could not afford to ignore such 
powerful actions. Clearly, this is not going to 


happen all at once. Instead, we raise the issue 
in our work whenever possible. We realize that 
this is a long term goal, but it is critical that 


1999 in solidarity with Mumia Abu-Jamal. As 
long as capitalism exists, it will use police 
brutality and killer cops to terrorize the 
masses. The unions can set a powerful 
leadership example in organizing mass 
responses to police terror. We are bringing 
the struggle into the streets as we prepare to 
bring the struggle into the factories, offices, 
and shops. 

Reconciliation No, Retribution Yes! 

Since the Street Crimes Unit executed 
Amadou Diallo February 4, New York City has 
had hundreds of protest demonstrations, 
meetings, forums, civil disobedience actions, 
and prayer vigils. The cold-blooded murder 
brought out tens of thousands of working- 
class people who have never participated in a 
protest action before. 

The events have forced the Democratic 
Party hacks to scramble to channel the 
discontent into “acceptable” activities. Rev. 
Al Sharpton, always the astute politician with 
his ears to the ground, has carefully 
orchestrated “by-the-numbers” civil 
disobedience arrests at the One Police Plaza. 
Indeed, the outrage was so pervasive, that 
even supporters of Giuliani felt the need to 
bathe in the glare of the media photo-ops and 
staged arrests. Giuliani even had to meet with 
some African-American politicians, though he 
still refuses to meet with Sharpton. 

Incredibly, the Democrat’s “Leadership” 
Coalition is so intimidated by Giuliani's rhetoric 
that they have named their new group New 
Yorkers for Law, Order, Peace, and Justice! 
Doesn’t this sound like some kind of right-wing, 
pro-cop group? Well, point #7 of their Ten 
Point Plan reads, “The salary and benefits for 
police officers must be improved. Law 
enforcement officers are entrusted with an 
extraordinary responsibility and they should 
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New York Times, three cops were crouched 
around the door and a fourth was behind a car. 
Why did four cops have to fire even a single 
round at a thin, unarmed man? 

Because they have a license to kill. The cops 
that made up the SCU had shady pasts. Three 
of the four had been involved in shooting 
incidents within the past two years. These 
cops were known by the police brass to have 
bad reputations. In fact, each has 'had 
numerous complaints lodged against them 
McMellon 5, Carroll 3, and Boss 3. Perhaps the 
situation can best be summed up in the SCU’s 
own motto, a sinister Vietnam War slogan: The 
Night Belongs To Us. Amadou Diallo’s only 
crime was being “Black and Out at Night.” 

It is despicable that these killers are not in 
jail without bail. In fact, over a week after the 
murder, not one of them had even been 
questioned by “authorities!” This sends a 
clear message to the rest of the police force: 
Don’t worry, you're above the law, you can get 
away with anything as long as your victim is 
poor, and, in particular, a person of color. 
Racist Class War Against the Poor 

Police terror is not due to a few “bad 
apples” in the force. In fact, it has been said 
that a bad apple never falls far from its tree. 
Police terror has a social function. Cops 
protect the interests of the rich and keep the 
poor in line, by any means necessary. As the 
Republican and Democrat political hacks cut 
welfare, housing, and medical benefits, they 
fear the power of working-class resistance. 
So they build prisons, hire cops, and arm them 
with machine guns, tanks, and helicopters. 
Both the Republican and Democrat parties are 
white supremacist organizations dedicated to 
maintaining capitalism, private property, and 
the political control by a tiny White Anglo- 
Saxon Protestant (WASP) ruling elite. Both 
parties are corrupt to the core, and dedicated 
to serving their rich masters. 

Every day, cops harass Black men, women, 
and children throughout New York City and 
the rest of America for no other reason than 
the color of their skin. They have developed a 
low-intensity class warfare of harassment, 
disrespect, and violence, especially toward 
young Black men. The criminal injustice system 
has decimated an entire generation of youth 
who, denied a decent education and decent 
jobs, are left adrift on the street with no 
future. The ruling class can’t use poll taxes to 
disenfranchise African American youth 


during one of the most intense periods of their 
grief. 

Mass protests in the street are important 
but only have a limited effect. The outrage 
against the brutalization of Abner Louima 
(who was sexually, physically, and emotionally 
abused by New York cops while in custody 
earlier this year) did not prevent the murder 
of Amadou Diallo. We must continue to take 
the struggle into the streets. But what more 
can we do? 

When cops shoot down people, we must 


happen all at once. Instead, we raise the issue 
in our work whenever possible. We realize that 
this is a long term goal, but it is critical that 
we begin now. 

“An injury to one is an injury to all” should 
become the battle cry of every militant class 
warrior. Yes, it is difficult to achieve, but it 
can be done. Let us take a lesson from the 
International Longshore and Warehouse Union 
(ILWU), whose members shut down the entire 
West coast shipping industry on April 24, 


brought out tens of thousands of working- 
class people who have never participated in a 
protest action before. 

The events have forced the Democratic 
Party hacks to scramble to channel the 
discontent into “acceptable” activities. Rev. 
Al Sharpton, always the astute politician with 
his ears to the ground, has carefully 
orchestrated “by-the-numbers” civil 
disobedience arrests at the One Police Plaza. 
Indeed, the outrage was so pervasive, that 
even supporters of Giuliani felt the need to 
bathe in the glare of the media photo-ops and 
staged arrests. Giuliani even had to meet with 
some African-American politicians, though he 
still refuses to meet with Sharpton. 

Incredibly, the Democrat’s “Leadership” 
Coalition is so intimidated by Giuliani’s rhetoric 
that they have named their new group New 
Yorkers for Law, Order, Peace, and Justice! 
Doesn’t this sound like some kind of right-wing, 
pro-cop group? Well, point #7 of their Ten 
Point Plan reads, “The salary and benefits for 
police officers must be improved. Law 
enforcement officers are entrusted with an 
extraordinary responsibility and they should 
be compensated accordingly.” 

For killing Amadou Diallo, Giuliani promoted 
the entire Street Crimes Unit to detective 
status-now the Democrats want to give the 
entire police force a raise! At that rate, all 
working people need to wear bullet-proof 
vests, because it sure as hell pays to murder 
innocent folks. Instead of reconciling and 
rewarding killer cops, we need to lock them up 
for good. Killer cops should pay dearly for 
their crimes against working people. Not only 
the SCU, but Giuliani and Safir should be in jail 
for condoning and promoting all forms of 
police terror. Both have defended every killer 
cop and every incident of police brutality. 

One of the major steps towards our 
liberation is a complete break with the 
Democratic and Republican capitalist parties. 
That is, we need to form a party of our own, a 
revolutionary workers party. Only when the 
working masses control the government can 



Police terror is not due 
to a few “bad apples” 
in the force....Police 
terror has a social 
function. Cops protect 
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Time Served, in Court 

Anti-War Protester’s Case Pending 


Anti-war protester, Nick Frabasilio, who 
was beaten, arrested, and framed by the 
Berkeley Police for an incident that occurred 
during a march against the U.S bombing of 
Iraq last December is set to go to trial 
November 1 on three misdemeanor charges. 
He also has a hearing with the Berkeley Police 
Review Commission on allegations he’s brought 
against the officers that was cancelled once, 
because one of the commissioners failed to 
show up, and has also now been put off until 
November. A claim to the City of Berkeley f o r 
damages will be followed up with a civil suit 
against the City and the police department 
later this year. 


clubbed him in the chin with a full arm swing of 
a metal collapsible baton while Nick lay on his 
back on the street, two other officers on top 
of him. Nick had passed through a gap in a 
police line that was obstructing the march 
before he was set upon. 

All three arresting officers falsified their 
police reports to cover up the assault and to 
justify prosecution. Lt. Lopes, the officer in 
charge, also submitted a false police report 
claiming that a small cardboard fire set one 
hour earlier in the entirely peaceful march 
constituted a riot and was grounds for 
rerouting the march with riot police. The 
police reports, as well as depositions made by 







Konce terror has a social function. Cops 
protect the interests of the rich and keep the 
poor in line, by any means necessary. As the 
Republican and Democrat political hacks cut 
welfare, housing, and medical benefits, they 
fear the power of working-class resistance. 
So they build prisons, hire cops, and arm them 
with machine guns, tanks, and helicopters. 
Both the Republican and Democrat parties are 
white supremacist organizations dedicated to 
maintaining capitalism, private property, and 
the political control by a tiny White Anglo- 
, Saxon Protestant (WASP) ruling elite. Both 
parties are corrupt to the core, and dedicated 
to serving their rich masters. 

Every day, cops harass Black men, women, 
and children throughout New York City and 
the rest of America for no other reason than 
the color of their skin. They have developed a 
low-intensity class warfare of harassment, 
disrespect, and violence, especially toward 
young Black men. The criminal injustice system 
has decimated an entire generation of youth 
who, denied a decent education and decent 
jobs, are left adrift on the street with no 
future. The ruling class can’t use poll taxes to 
disenfranchise African American youth 
anymore, so they railroad our youth into the 
prisons. As the death of Amadou Diallo shows, 
no one is safe from the cops. 

It is cops who promote race hatred by 
targeting Black and Latino youth, 
disrespecting men and women of color, and 
trying to pit White workers against minority 
workers. In the 1940s, as lynchings became 
less common, police murders began to increase, 
especially in the South. When the Klan lost its 
influence, police terror replaced Klan terror. 
When the capitalists can’t rely on racist gangs, 
they rely on their corporate, media, and 
political hacks to create a police-state regime 
of terror against the working class. Why? 
Because race hatred keeps us distracted, 
distrusting, and resenting our own working- 
class brothers and sisters. Instead, we should 
be uniting against our common enemy - the 
filthy rich. 

Since leading a police riot in 1993, New 
York Mayor Rudolph Giuliani has stood tall with 
each and every killer cop in the city. He has 
kept on the police force the Carrolls, the 
McMellons, and the Bosses, with their smoking 


earlier this year) did not prevent the murder 
of Amadou Diallo. We must continue to take 
the struggle into the streets. But what more 
can we do? 

When cops shoot down people, we must 


Anti-war protester, Nick Frabasilio, who 
was beaten, arrested, and framed by the 
Berkeley Police for an incident that occurred 
during a march against the U.S bombing of 
Iraq last December is set to go to trial 
November 1 on three misdemeanor charges. 
He also has a hearing with the Berkeley Police 
Review Commission on allegations he’s brought 
against the officers that was cancelled once, 
because one of the commissioners failed to 
show up, and has also now been put off until 
November. A claim to the City of Berkeley f o r 
damages will be followed up with a civil suit 
against the City and the police department 
later this year. 

Nick is being charged with participating in a 
riot, failing to leave a riot, and resisting 
arrest. None of the charges are relevant since 
there was no riot and he did not resist arrest. 
Nick was in fact brutalized during the arrest 
scenario by Berkeley Sergeant Craig, who 



warrior. Yes, it is difficult to achieve, but it 
can be done. Let us take a lesson from the 
International Longshore and Warehouse Union 
(ILWU), whose members shut down the entire 
West coast shipping industry on April 24, 


clubbed him in the chin with a full arm swing of 
a metal collapsible baton while Nick lay on his 
back on the street, two other officers on top 
of him. Nick had passed through a gap in a 
police line that was obstructing the march 
before he was set upon. 

All three arresting officers falsified their 
police reports to cover up the assault and to 
justify prosecution. Lt. Lopes, the officer in 
charge, also submitted a false police report 
claiming that a small cardboard fire set one 
hour earlier in the entirely peaceful march 
constituted a riot and was grounds for 
rerouting the march with riot police. The 
police reports, as well as depositions made by 
all four officers to the PRC are up to 50% 
lies. Fortunately their lies contradict each 
other and the video of the event, so it shouldn’t 
be too difficult to expose them. 

Both sides agreed to put the case off until 
the Fall after going to the brink of trial twice 
last month. The trial did not go ahead as 
scheduled because of a backlog of cases 
caused by absentee judges. Thus, Nick 
continues to be punished before being 
convicted of any crime-beating, incarceration, 
legal costs, and court dates. 

The hearing before the PRC was to address 
the complaint Nick brought against the four 
officers accusing them of threats, physical 
abuse, falsified police reports, and 
obstructing the march. Nick and his lawyer, 
Larry Hildes, are also planning to sue the 
Police and the City of Berkeley in civil court. 

Please call District Attorney, John Adams, 
at (510) 644-6683 and tell him to drop the 
charges. Demand that he prosecute the 
officers. For more information about any 
aspect of the case call Larry at (510) 845- 
9788. , I by N. Wates J 
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status-now the Democrats want to give the 
entire police force a raise! At that rate, all 
working people need to wear bullet-proof 
vests, because it sure as hell pays to murder 
innocent folks. Instead of reconciling and 
rewarding killer cops, we need to lock them up 
for good. Killer cops should pay dearly for 
■ their crimes against working people. Not only 
1 the SCU, but Giuliani and Safir should be in jail 
for condoning and promoting all forms of 
police terror. Both have defended every killer 
cop and every incident of police brutality. 

One of the major steps towards our 
liberation is a complete break with the 
Democratic and Republican capitalist parties. 
That is, we need to form a party of our own, a 
revolutionary workers party. Only when the 
working masses control the government can 



Police terror is not due 
to a few “bad apples” 
in the force....Police 
terror has a social 
function. Cops protect 
the interests of the rich 
and keep the poor in 
line by any means 
necessary. 

there be any real hope for justice. A truly 
democratic government would be a worker’s 
government, representing the interests of the 
majority and not a tiny minority. As long as 
capitalism exists, police brutality and killer 
cops will be a fact of life. 

Gerald Smith is a member of Copwatch in 
Berkeley, CA. For more information, please 
call (510)548-0425. This article was created 
with the help of the Workers Committee for 
Self-Defense in New York. 





Time Served, in Court 

Anti-War Protester’s Case Pending 














Headwaters Forest Deal 


Can’t Save The Forest For The Trees 



Northcoast Timber Wars’ Settled by a Corporate/Government Compromise. Deal? Not By a Long Shot. 


by Karen Picket 

Seven minutes short of the March 1 
midnight deadline, government agencies and 
Pacific Lumber/Maxxam signed the 
Headwaters Forest deal. What really 
happened? NOT what you read in the 
mainstream media, that's for sure. That media 
would have you believe Headwaters Forest is 
saved, it's time to come down out of the trees, 
go home and watch tv. Once again, they are way 
off the mark. 

This has been a hostage situation since day 
one, with corporate raider Charles Hurwitz in 
control. As a long-time Headwaters activist 
said in reaction to passage of the deal, "Now 
that we've paid the ransom and freed the 
hostages, it's time to go after the 
kidnappers." This deal rewards Hurwitz 
handsomely for his crimes against the people 
and communities of California, against his own 
shareholders and crimes against nature. 
Background 

This has been a long process. The 
Headwaters Forest campaign has been raging 
for 12 years. The Headwaters deal process 
has been a 2+ year, very politically-charged 
process in which a number of agency officials 
and elected representatives had tremendous 
vested interest. That vested interest fueled a 
drive to finally consummate the deal that left 
those negotiating on the government side 
vulnerable to the demands of Charles Hurwitz, 
CEO of Maxxam, who stood to benefit most 
from this deal. The negotiation process was 
also skewed from the beginning due to how the 
seats at the table were filled. Officials from 
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(ESA) and PL's licensing agreement. Had 
enough acronyms for today? Remember them- 
you'll need them later. 

Once the dust settled, this is what the deal 
gave us, in a nutshell: 

1) TRANSFER OF 10,000 ACRES OF 
REDWOOD FORESTLAND TO PUBLIC 
HANDS, including the 3000-acre Headwaters 
Grove, Elkhead Springs Grove and surrounding 
buffers. Purchase of Owl Creek Grove and 
acreage in the Grizzly Creek Area, authorized 
separately is being negotiated based on 
appraisals of the land. About 1/2 of the 
10,000 acres is old growth. Providing for this 
acquisition is an expenditure of nearly half a 
billion dollars. That's our money. According to 
a 1995 Dept, of Justice valuation, that's 
nearly twenty times fair market value of 
timber that could be cut under current laws. 
Charles Hurwitz paid $900 million for the 


achieving fuller protection for Headwaters 
Forest. Write to: Chair, FDIC, 550 17th St. 
NW, Washington DC 20429 and OTS, 1700 G 
St. NW, Washington DC 20552. 
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endangered species or a 
viable ancient redwood ecosystem. 

There's a lot still vulnerable, including: 

• 9,000 acres of ancient and residual old 
growth douglas fir in the Mattole and Bear 
River watersheds. 

• Luna, the tree in which Julia Butterfly sits, 
is not in a protected area. 

• More than 8000 acres of 'residual' ancient 
forest will not even be surveyed for 
endangered species before it is put on the 
chopping block; also 460 acres of virgin 
ancient redwood forest, much of it known to be 
occupied by murrelets 

• The "Hole in the Headwaters", a 750-acre 
approved logging plan within the boundaries of 
the preserve on the South Fork of the Elk 
River, one of the five best coho spawning 
streams in California 

• The site where David Gypsy Chain was killed 


The process to bring appropriate 
designation to the 10,000 acres now in public 
hands will include an EIS process and public 
hearings, and is expected to commence in early 
summer. Headwaters Grove has been opened 
to the public without any environmental 
assessment of the impact of public trampling 
in a pristine wilderness. It is under BLM 
jurisdiction in the interim, and the first thing 
the agencies did was install a public toilet. We 
don't want a Headwaters Disneyland! 


4. Support the Front Line Activists 

Julia Butterfly remains 180’ up, defending 
the trees unprotected by the deal, as does 
Nate Madsen, as are sitters in Grizzly Creek, 
where David Gypsy Chain was killed. Earth 
First! continues to plan direct action forest 
defense for areas still on the chopping block 
that are the last remnants of habitat for 
Headwaters species. It is not time to unplug 
yet. Call North Coast EF! for details: 707- 
825-6598. 
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go home and watch tv. Once again, they are way 
off the mark. 

This has been a hostage situation since day 
one, with corporate raider Charles Hurwitz in 
control. As a long-time Headwaters activist 
said in reaction to passage of the deal, "Now 
that we've paid the ransom and freed the 
hostages, it's time to go after the 
kidnappers." This deal rewards Hurwitz 
handsomely for his crimes against the people 
and communities of California, against his own 
shareholders and crimes against nature. 
Background 

This has been a long process. The 
Headwaters Forest campaign has been raging 
for 12 years. The Headwaters deal process 
has been a 2+ year, very politically-charged 
process in which a number of agency officials 
and elected representatives had tremendous 
vested interest. That vested interest fueled a 
drive to finally consummate the deal that left 
those negotiating on the government side 
vulnerable to the demands of Charles Hurwitz, 
CEO of Maxxam, who stood to benefit most 
from this deal. The negotiation process was 
also skewed from the beginning due to how the 
seats at the table were filled. Officials from 
the federal Dept, of the Interior (DOI), 
Congressional reps such as Sen. Dianne 
Feinstein, top level US Fish and Wildlife 
Service (USFWS) and National Marine 
Fisheries Service (NMFS) staff and other 
government reps negotiated with PL/Maxxam 
corporados, as well as state of California 
representatives. We who have fought for the 
Headwaters Forest for 12 years were not at 
the table. Nor were the scientists. 

As diverse as the forest biology is, as multi¬ 
faceted as the campaign has become, so was 
this a complex deal carrying a number of 
tenants, including a Habitat Conservation Plan 
(HCP), an Incidental Take Permit (ITP), a 
license to kill species, a (so-called) Sustained 
Yield Plan (SYP), state funding ($230 
million), federal funding ($250 million). 
Additionally in the mix are California Dept, of 
Forestry (CDF) regs, the Forest Practice 
Rules (FPR) the Endangered Species Act 
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(ESA) and PL's licensing agreement. Had 
enough acronyms for today? Remember them- 
you'll need them later. 

Once the dust settled, this is what the deal 
gave us, in a nutshell: 

1) TRANSFER OF 10,000 ACRES OF 
REDWOOD FORESTLAND TO PUBLIC 
HANDS, including the 3000-acre Headwaters 
Grove, Elkhead Springs Grove and surrounding 
buffers. Purchase of Owl Creek Grove and 
acreage in the Grizzly Creek Area, authorized 
separately is being negotiated based on 
appraisals of the land. About 1/2 of the 
10,000 acres is old growth. Providing for this 
acquisition is an expenditure of nearly half a 
billion dollars. That's our money. According to 
a 1995 Dept, of Justice valuation, that's 
nearly twenty times fair market value of 
timber that could be cut under current laws. 
Charles Hurwitz paid $900 million for the 
whole company in 1985, when it was rich in 
assets and old growth forests. You do the 
arithmetic. 


2) A HABITAT CONSERVATION 
PLAN/SUSTAINED YIELD PLAN, a 50-year 
management plan for the rest of PL's 210,000 
acres. Habitat Conservation Plans are 
applications for permits to kill endangered 
species and destroy habitat that should 
otherwise be protected under the law. Rather 
than assuring full compliance with the 
embattled federal Endangered Species Act, 
the plan provides bucketloads of loopholes 
through catchy provisions like a watershed 
analysis process and adaptive management. All 
of these processes are subject to a “no 
surprises" clause that basically allows changes 
in only one direction, weakening protections. 
The HCP/SYP we bought gives WEAKER 
protections that full enforcement of state and 
federal laws would. 

3) A CONTRACT WITH THE STATE OF 
CALIFORNIA that provides protection for 
nearly 8,000 acres of potential marbled 
murrelet habitat for the 50-year life of the 
HCP. However, less than half of those acres 
are actually murrelet habitat, because the bird 
is old-growth dependent, and only 1446 acres 



viable ancient redwood ecosystem. 

There's a lot still vulnerable, including: 

• 9,000 acres of ancient and residual old 
growth douglas fir in the Mattole and Bear 
River watersheds. 

• Luna, the tree in which Julia Butterfly sits, 
is not in a protected area. 

• More than 8000 acres of 'residual' ancient 
forest will not even be surveyed for 
endangered species before it is put on the 
chopping block; also 460 acres of virgin 
ancient redwood forest, much of it known to be 
occupied by murrelets 

• The “Hole in the Headwaters", a 750-acre 
approved logging plan within the boundaries of 
the preserve on the South Fork of the Elk 
River, one of the five best coho spawning 
streams in California 

• The site where David Gypsy Chain was killed 
by a tree cut by an angry PL logger is outside 
the Grizzly Creek area proposed for purchase. 
The area has been protected by a continuous 
vigil and treesits since Gypsy's Sept. 17 
death. 

There are watersheds that have been so 
hammered in the last 5-10 years that 
moderate rains are causing immediate flooding 
because of run off. Areas that are unstable, 
steep and prone to slide like in Stafford, 
where seven homes were buried and more 
rendered uninhabitable near the Luna tree sit 
do not have protection. 

There is no doubt the coho got screwed by 
this deal. Salmon habitat is so severely 
degraded and depleted that survival, much 
less recovery of the Northern California coho 
is certainly not assured. We have, locked into 
place via this HCP, prescriptions for the 
aquatic life in the redwood forest that are 
weaker than full enforcement of our wildlife 
protection laws. 

But as longtime frontline forest activist 
Judi Bari said when this deal was first 
proposed two years ago, recognizing that we'd 
likely get some kind of deal, "We need to save 
what we can now, and fight like hell for the 
rest." 


hands will include an EIS process and public 
hearings, and is expected to commence in early 
summer. Headwaters Grove has been opened 
to the public without any environmental 
assessment of the impact of public trampling 
in a pristine wilderness, it is under BLM 
jurisdiction in the interim, and the first thing 
the agencies did was install a public toilet. We 
don't want a Headwaters Disneyland! 

4. Support the Front Line Activists 

Julia Butterfly remains 180’ up, defending 
the trees unprotected by the deal, as does 
Nate Madsen, as are sitters in Grizzly Creek, 
where David Gypsy Chain was killed. Earth 
First! continues to plan direct action forest 
defense for areas still on the chopping block 
that are the last remnants of habitat for 
Headwaters species. It is not time to unplug 
yet. Call North Coast EF! for details: 707- 
825-6598. 



5. Be ready for direct actions coming up. 

The next likely area is the approved logging 
plan that is entirely within the boundary of the 
new Preserve, 750 acres of mature second 
growth forest. Watch for alerts about the 
520 (Hole in the HW), and call the Bay Area 
hotline (510-835-6303) or North Coast EF! 
707-825-6598. 


6. Support the Labor-Environmentalist 
Alliance 

Workers from Kaiser Aluminum, also owned 
by Maxxam Corp. and Headwaters activists 
have come together to oppose the corporate 
greed of Maxxam and CEO Charles Hurwitz 
that is cutting workers short as well as 
mowing down the forest. Kaiser workers, 
organized under the United Steelworkers of 
America, are also making an effort to work 
with PL workers. Steelworkers and 
Headwaters activists and shareholder 
•activists just organized awesome activities at 
Maxxam's shareholders meeting in Houston. 
Stay in touch with the Headwaters hotline for 
continuous updates at 510-835-6303 or 
contact Bav Area Coalition for Headwaters 
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Fisheries Service (NMFS) staff and other 
government reps negotiated with PL/Maxxam 
corporados, as well as state of California 
representatives. We who have fought for the 
Headwaters Forest for 12 years were not at 
the table. Nor were the scientists. 

As diverse as the forest biology is, as multi¬ 
faceted as the campaign has become, so was 
this a complex deal carrying a number of 
tenants, including a Habitat Conservation Plan 
(HCP), an Incidental Take Permit (UP), a 
license to kill species, a (so-called) Sustained 
Yield Plan (SYP), state funding ($230 
million), federal funding ($250 million). 
Additionally in the mix are California Dept, of 
Forestry (CDF) regs, the Forest Practice 
Rules (FPR) the Endangered Species Act 
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2) A HABITAT CONSERVATION 
PLAN/SUSTAINED YIELD PLAN, a 50-year 
management plan for the rest of PL's 210,000 
acres. Habitat Conservation Plans are 
applications for permits to kill endangered 
species and destroy habitat that should 
otherwise be protected under the law. Rather 
than assuring full compliance with the 
embattled federal Endangered Species Act, 
the plan provides bucketloads of loopholes 
through catchy provisions like a watershed 
analysis process and adaptive management. All 
of these processes are subject to a "no 
surprises" clause that basically allows changes 
in only one direction, weakening protections. 
The HCP/SYP we bought gives WEAKER 
protections that full enforcement of state and 
federal laws would. 

3) A CONTRACT WITH THE STATE OF 
CALIFORNIA that provides protection for 
nearly 8,000 acres of potential marbled 
murrelet habitat for the 50-year life of the 
HCP. However, less than half of those acres 
are actually murrelet habitat, because the bird 
is old-growth dependent, and only 1446 acres 
are old growth and 2700 are residual. The 
contract also provides penalties for illegal 
logging by PL/Maxxam, for which they have 
become infamous. These penalties are 
unprecedented in the industry and challenge 
the fact that illegal logging has been a 
profitable venture due to lax penalties. 
Logging in off-limits wildlife habitat now 
brings a $1000 fine plus 150% of the 
stumpage value of each tree; for murrelet 
nesting trees the penalties are a $3000 fine 
plus 250% stumpage value. 

What's Wrong With the Deal? 

We got ancient forest lands out of Maxxam's 
hands and into public hands—that's good, 
right? Well, it's true, it makes sense to pause 
and breathe a sigh of relief for the ancient 
groves that will never see the sharp side of 
Hurwitz's chain saws. And perhaps a shorter 
sigh can be breathed for the other old growth 
groves-Allen Creek, Shaw Creek, Bell 
Lawrence, and the other remnant and residual 
:ts of forest that are off-limits for the 
year life of the HCP. But only 10% of 
Forest is permanently protected- 
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vigil and treesits since Gypsy's Sept. 17 
death. 

There are watersheds that have been so 
hammered in the last 5-10 years that 
moderate rains are causing immediate flooding 
because of run off. Areas that are unstable, 
steep and prone to slide like in Stafford,’ 
where seven homes were buried and more 
rendered uninhabitable near the Luna tree sit 
do not have protection. 

There is no doubt the coho got screwed by 
this deal. Salmon habitat is so severely 
degraded and depleted that survival, much 
less recovery of the Northern California coho 
is certainly not assured. We have, locked into 
place via this HCP, prescriptions for the 
aquatic life in the redwood forest that are 
weaker than full enforcement of our wildlife 
protection laws. 


But as longtime frontline forest activist 
Judi Bari said when this deal was first 
proposed two years ago, recognizing that we'd 
likely get some kind of deal, "We need to save 
what we can now, and fight like hell for the 
rest." 

OK. Let's go. How do we fight like hell for 
the rest? 


1. Support the legal challenges 

EPIC, the shining star of cutting edge legal 
fights for California's forests and imperiled 
species filed a legal challenge, as did the 
steelworkers, that will be costly and tough. We 
all need to support their efforts in whatever 
way we can. Donations for legal challenges go 
to: EPIC, P.O. Box 397, Garberville, CA 
95542. 


2. Debt for Nature Swap 

The Office of Thrift Supervision and the 
Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation, arms 
of the US Treasury, have outstanding claims 
against Hurwitz and Maxxam stemming from 
his crashing of a Savings and Loan in Texas 
that cost the taxpayers $1.6 billion. If 
satisfaction of the debt were translated into 
assets other than cash, i.e., redwood 
forestland owned by the debtor Hurwitz, this 
debt for nature swap could go a long way to 
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plan that is entirely within the boundary of the 
new Preserve, 750 acres of mature second 
growth forest. Watch for alerts about the 
520 (Hole in the HW), and call the Bay Area 
hotline (510-835-6303) or North Coast EF! 
707-825-6598. 


6. Support the Labor-Environmentalist 
Alliance 

Workers from Kaiser Aluminum, also ownec 
by Maxxam Corp. and Headwaters activists 
have come together to oppose the corporate 
greed of Maxxam and CEO Charles Hurwitz 
that is cutting workers short as well as 
mowing down the forest. Kaiser workers, 
organized under the United Steelworkers of 
America, are also making an effort to work 
with PL workers. Steelworkers and 
Headwaters activists and shareholder 
•activists just organized awesome activities at 
Maxxam's shareholders meeting in Houston. 
Stay in touch with the Headwaters hotline for 
continuous updates at 510-835-6303 or 
contact Bay Area Coalition for Headwaters 
(BACH) c/o Ecology Center, 2530 San Pablo 
Ave., Berkeley, CA 94702, 510 548-3113, 
bach@igc.org ^ „ 
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by N. Waters 

Despite the coming and going of the 
People’s Park 30th Anniversary celebration, 
the situation on Southside and in the park 
remains dubious at best. Changes are taking 
place at a rapid rate and neither the park 
activists nor the street community seem 
adequately prepared to deal on the altering 
political landscape that is emerging. We are 
entering a new era. 

The one-year campaign of police repression 
on Telegraph that has gone largely unchecked 
by Berkeley’s activist community has taken its 
toll and has recently moved into the park where 
it seems posed to tilt the balance of power in a 
fragile peace that has held since the Volleyball 
Wars. For the past five years or so the park 
has stood at a stalemate with power wielded 
through an amorphous triad of City, 
University, and activists, with the People’s 
Park Community Advisory Board more or less 
calling the shots. 

While the authorities still tread lightly 
around the park—lest the serpent rise again- 
they have been bolstered in the past year by 
their gains on the Avenue and in the area. They 
may also draw confidence from the hefty 
coalition of reactionary forces they have built 
up in the last several years, largely in the form 
of the Telegraph Area Association but, more 
recently, around the formation of the up and 
coming Southside Plan. 

Nevertheless, Southside is long known to be 
unpredictable waters for the powers that be 
to navigate, and the war and recent troubles 
on campus suggest a future still up for grabs. 
One thing’s for sure: socially conscious people 
need to organize anew around the area if they 


Southside’s New Era 


trying to enjoy their “open container.” 

The Southside Plan 
Sure to push the boundaries of the current 
political configuration on Southside is the up 
and coming Southside Plan. With a draft of 
the plan due out in September, the Plan is an 
all-encompassing piece (and process) of social 
engineering, dominated by UC Berkeley’s 
Planning Department, but with a considerable 
and politically astute parceling out of 
interests to key constituencies. Both a master 
plan for gentrification and a UC land grab, the 
plan aims to totally marginalize the poor, the 
street community, and those who come to 


commercial space at its base. Furthermore, 
one and two-story buildings are targeted to 
be replaced with taller ones and the over-all 
height zoning limit for the commercial area is 
expected to rise from 3-4 stories at present 
to 5-6 stories. This part of the plan has been 
referred to as a “Manhattanization” of the 
area. 

While there is a need for more housing, 
taller, more imposing building structures—in 
combination with the other aspects of the 
plan--do not bode well for those out to enjoy 
the streets. Like the fact that there are no 
benches on the Avenue, and none included in the 
plan, no plans for additional open space, and 
coupled with the already increased levels of 
policing, a Manhattanization will surely 
contribute to the enclosure of the street 
community, to a psychologically more hostile 
urban environment, and for new restrictions on 
the use of sidewalks as fastlanes for getting 
to and from places—particularly into shops and 
spending money. Such a scenario, the “rat- 
maze effect”, would detract from the streets 
as places of enjoyment in and of themselves and 
transform them into mere corridors for 
shuffling a psychically dismembered populace 
to its next economic transaction. 

The Park 

In People’s Park a seemingly benign effort 
of late by city, university, and the more 
conciliatory of the park activists to make 
“improvements” in the park showed its true 
colors in recent months as the police swept in 

to do a little weeriinn and seedinn of their own 


becoming just another park, like every other 
park. While such a notion rests well with those 
who fear someday losing the park altogether 
and would be a historic improvement over long¬ 
standing denial by UC of its status as anything 
more than a future UC development site, it is 
not the desired outcome. It would not be 
People’s Park. 

People’s Park is something far grander. 
People’s Park, as envisioned by it’s founders, 
was (is?) a liberated piece of land. It is not 


...During a Telegraph 
Area Association 
sponsored street fair 
to promote shopping 
in the area, several 
stands were permitted 
to sell beer to event 
goers on Durant near 
Telegraph, despite the 
fact that in the same 
area poor people are 
cited by the police on a 
daily basis and given 
$130 fines for trying to 
enjoy their “open 
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Homogenization and its Discontents: 




















activists nor me street community seem 
adequately prepared to deal on the altering 
political landscape that is emerging. We are 
entering a new era. 

The one-ydar campaign of police repression 
on Telegraph that has gone largely unchecked 
by Berkeley’s activist community has taken its 
toll and has recently moved into the park where 
it seems posed to tilt the balance of power in a 
fragile peace that has held since the Volleyball 
Wars. For the past five years or so the park 
has stood at a stalemate with power wielded 
through an amorphous triad of City, 
University, and activists, with the People’s 
Park Community Advisory Board more or less 
calling the shots. 

While the authorities still tread lightly 
around the park—lest the serpent rise again- 
they have been bolstered in the past year by 
their gains on the Avenue and in the area. They 
may also draw confidence from the hefty 
coalition of reactionary forces they have built 
up in the last several years, largely in the form 
of the Telegraph Area Association but, more 
recently, around the formation of the up and 
coming Southside Plan. 

Nevertheless, Southside is long known to be 
unpredictable waters for the powers that be 
to navigate, and the war and recent troubles 
on campus suggest a future still up for grabs. 
One thing’s for sure: socially conscious people 
need to organize anew around the area if they 
want the historic gains of the past to be 
preserved and built upon. 

The Avenue 

The front-line battle of by whom and for 
what purpose Telegraph Avenue can be used is 
the still contested right of people to sit on the 
sidewalk. Though technically legal, it has been 
made increasingly difficult, and, at times, for 
all intents and purposes illegal due to the 
intensity of police harassment that befalls 
anyone gutsy enough to drop their bag and kick 
it. Police will do what it takes to make people 
not want to be there through intimidation, 
“hanging out” with them, or finding excuses to 
run warrant checks on people, hoping to get 
them on something else. Some people just 
don’t like to be around cops all the time, and 
who can blame them. The police’s mere 
presence is a violation of a person’s basic right 
to a stress-free and pleasant environment. 

The biggest supporters of the ongoing high 
police presence on Southside are merchants 
looking to make a bigger buck, as well as UC 
administrators who hope to comfort university 


ana coming boulhside Plan. With a draft of 
the plan due out in September, the Plan is an 
all-encompassing piece (and process) of social 
engineering, dominated by UC Berkeley’s 
Planning Department, but with a considerable 
and politically astute parceling out of 
interests to key constituencies. Both a master 
plan for gentrification and a UC land grab, the 
plan aims to totally marginalize the poor, the 
street community, and those who come to 
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Telegraph for reasons other than spending 
money. 

In less words, the plan calls for an increased 
privatization of the Avenue to merchant 
money-making interests and a greater shift in 
the geo-politics of the terrain away from its 
traditional role as a social arena for a 
liberatory counter-culture. Free spirits are 
written out of the Southside Plan entirely- 
apparently slated to be taken away by the 
police, as is already happening, for being 
“quality of life” criminals if they persist with 
their desire to inhabit public space as non¬ 
consumers. 

The Plan rather ominously calls for an 
improvement in the “perception” of public 
safety in the area. An objective worded as 
such seems open for abuse and this is likely no 
accident. For what better an excuse to remove 


height zoning limit for the commercial area is 
expected to rise from 3-4 stories at present 
to 5-6 stories. This part of the plan has been 
referred to as a “Manhattanization” of the 
area. 

While there is a need for more housing, 
taller, more imposing building structures-in 
combination with the other aspects of the 
plan-do not bode well for those out to enjoy 
the streets. Like the fact that there are no 
benches on the Avenue, and none included in the 
plan, no plans for additional open space, and 
coupled with the already increased levels of 
policing, a Manhattanization will surely 
contribute to the enclosure of the street 
community, to a psychologically more hostile 
urban environment, and for new restrictions on 
the use of sidewalks as fastlanes for getting 
to and from places—particularly into shops and 
spending money. Such a scenario, the “rat- 
maze effect”, would detract from the streets 
as places of enjoyment in and of themselves and 
transform them into mere corridors for 
shuffling a psychically dismembered populace 
to its next economic transaction. 

The Park 

In People’s Park a seemingly benign effort 
of late by city, university, and the more 
conciliatory of the park activists to make 
“improvements" in the park showed its true 
colors in recent months as the police swept in 
to do a little weeding and seeding of their own. 
Chancellor Berdahl’s timely comment about 
building a dorm on the park, while discounted 
as not a serious threat and more an effort to 
get students off his back, did also serve as an 
effective smoke screen to allow the area-wide 
increase in police patrols to enter the park--a 
university offensive, as it were, to neutralize 
any 30th anniversary rejuvenation. When the 
dust cleared, the free box had been moved, the 
free speech bulletin board vanished, the curb 
where people drop off free clothes was 
painted red, and cops galore. 

In response, a few park activists built a new 
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and would be a historic improvement over long¬ 
standing denial by UC of its status as anything 
more than a future UC development site, it is 
not the desired outcome. It would not be 
People’s Park. 

People’s Park is something far grander. 
People’s Park, as envisioned by it’s founders, 
was (is?) a liberated piece of land. It is not 


...During a Telegraph 
Area Association 
sponsored street fair 
to promote shopping 
in the area, several 
stands were permitted 
to sell beer to event 
goers on Durant near 
Telegraph, despite the 
fact that in the same 
area poor people are 
cited by the police on a 
daily basis and given 
$130 fines for trying to 
enjoy their “open 
container.” 


merely a park, it’s a people’s park-a park that 
is of the people, that is not controlled by any 
outside entity, and that is based on the 
principles of user-development. At the same 
time, the people in the Park are not subjects of 
any governing body, of any entity-are not 
subjects. They are free people. The land and 
its people are not under the United States, 
the State of California, the City, the 
University, the County, the UN, or the People’s 
Park Advisory Board. People’s Park was 
ripped-off and never given back. It was 
reclaimed for the people, by the people, and 
for the earth. It is an autonomous zone, self- 
determined and self-determining. That said, 
People’s Park cannot be a normal park. 
Not-So-Hidden Agenda 
It would be one thing if the police were out 
actually only dealing with true problematic 
street behavior and legitimate threats to the 
public's safety. In such a case we would be 






The front-line battle of by whom and for 
what purpose Telegraph Avenue can be used is 
the still contested right of people to sit on the 
sidewalk. Though technically legal, it has been 
made increasingly difficult, and, at times, for 
all intents and purposes illegal due to the 
intensity of police harassment that befalls 
anyone gutsy enough to drop their bag and kick 
it. Police will do what it takes to make people 
not want to be there through intimidation, 
“hanging out” with them, or finding excuses to 
run warrant checks on people, hoping to get 
them on something else. Some people just 
don’t like to be around cops all the time, and 
who can blame them. The police’s mere 
presence is a violation of a person’s basic right 
to a stress-free and pleasant environment. 

The biggest supporters of the ongoing high 
police presence on Southside are merchants 
looking to make a bigger buck, as well as UC 
administrators who hope to comfort university 
student’s parents by making the area look 
more like a suburb. However, let us not forget 
that more than a majority of the “progressive” 
city council supports the current level of 
policing, including local council member, Kriss 
Worthington, who last month told the Daily 
Californian that the city has “made significant 
progress” in dealing with Telegraph’s “public 
safety problems.” 

A new group on the scene, the Southside 
Freedom Network, held two pickets of 
Telegraph businesses in April and May, 
targeting Cody’s, Amoebas, and Blake’s, but 
called for a more general boycott of Avenue 
businesses until the police state is lifted. In an 
interesting aside, during a Telegraph Area 
Association (TAA) sponsored street fair to 
promote shopping in the area, several stands 
were permitted to sell beer to event goers on 
Durant near Telegraph, despite the fact that 
in the same area poor people are cited by the 
police on a daily basis and given $130 fines for 


Telegraph for reasons other than spending 
money. 

In less words, the plan calls for an increased 
privatization of the Avenue to merchant 
money-making interests and a greater shift in 
the geo-politics of the terrain away from its 
traditional role as a social arena for a 
liberatory counter-culture. Free spirits are 
written out of the Southside Plan entirely— 
apparently slated to be taken away by the 
police, as is already happening, for being 
“quality of life” criminals if they persist with 
their desire to inhabit public space as non¬ 
consumers. 

The Plan rather ominously calls for an 
improvement in the “perception” of public 
safety in the area. An objective worded as 
such seems open for abuse and this is likely no 
accident. For what better an excuse to remove 
people from the area who are “perceived” to 
be dangerous. A special topic area on public 
safety is going to be included in the draft plan, 
though discussion topics dealing with public 
safety have been suspiciously absent from the 
many public workshops that have been held for 
the plan so far. Is public safety too 
controversial a subject for the public to 
discuss? 

Another main feature of the Southside Plan 
is—surprise, surprise-development. Almost 
every empty lot and surface parking lot is 
slated for 4-plus story 
housing with or 
without 
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merely a park, it’s a people’s park-a park that 
is of the people, that is not controlled by any 
outside entity, and that is based on the 
principles of user-development. At the same 
time, the people in the Park are not subjects of 
any governing body, of any entity-are not 
subjects. They are free people. The land and 
its people are not under the United States, 
the State of California, the City, the 
University, the County, the UN, or the People’s 
Park Advisory Board. People’s Park was 
ripped-off and never given back. It was 
reclaimed for the people, by the people, and 
for the earth. It is an autonomous zone, self- 
determined and self-determining. That said, 
People’s Park cannot be a normal park. 
Not-So-Hidden Agenda 

It would be one thing if the police were out 
actually only dealing with true problematic 
street behavior and legitimate threats to the 
public’s safety. In such a case we would be 
talking about a handful of individuals and 
relatively isolated incidents that happen 
usually late at night and on a dark side street. 

What we are seeing carried out on 
Telegraph proper and in the vicinity on a daily 
basis is something quite different. The 
propaganda about crime and “perceived" 
threats to public safety are nothing more than 
that, propaganda and perceptions. It is 
extremely rare that a person walking on 
Telegraph Avenue or in People’s Park in the 
daytime, or even at night is going to be harmed 
in any way. Most fights that occur in the area 
are between people who know each other or 
drug dealers. Incidences in which complete 
strangers are attacked are almost non¬ 
existent. 

What the police do, and the campaign they 
are currently carrying out, is really in an 
entirely different arena. It is a class-cleansing, 
a relocation program for poor people, and a 

Continued on page 14 


bulletin board and bench during the 30th 
anniversary concert. UC cops tore the bulletin 
board out the next morning, and when people 
showed up a week later to replace it, the police 
arrived immediately and cited People’s Park 
founder, Mike Delacour, for building without a 
permit. Even the bench was removed two 
weeks later, apparently suggesting UC thinks 
the days of user-development are over. Not so 
say park activists who have been organizing in 
recent weeks for a Day of User-Development 
set for Sunday, June 27. 

One step in the wrong direction that the 
Park has been going of late is towards 


get students off his back, did also serve as an 
effective smoke screen to allow the area-wide 
increase in police patrols to enter the park-a 
university offensive, as it were, to neutralize 
any 30th anniversary rejuvenation. When the 
dust cleared, the free box had been moved, the 
free speech bulletin board vanished, the curb 
where people drop off free clothes was 
painted red, and cops galore. 

In response, a few park activists built a new 
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Whole Foods, Whole Scumbags 


Chainstore underpays workers and resists unionization 


by PB Floyd 

Whole Foods Market wins this issue’s 
“Corporate Scumbag” award because they 
have so perfectly mastered the art of 
combining hypocritical marketing hype and 
ruthless capitalism. Whole Foods purports to 
be the perfect healthfood, feel-good market. 
Their corporate slogan is “Whole Foods, Whole 
People, Whole Planet.” Dealing in organic food 
and health knick-knacks, they combine a health 
conscious image with customer suggestion 
boards, and well publicized charitable 
contributions. They even sell the Earth First! 
Journal. 

Simultaneously, Whole Foods is the largest 
healthfood chain on earth, with 87 stores in 19 
states, and plans for 30 more stores by the 
year 2000, according to their corporate annual 
statement. Sales for fiscal 1998 were $1.39 
billion, an increase of 24 percent over 1997. If 
only more economic activity could make people 
healthy and save the earth. 

But alas, the concentration of economic 
control that goes along with the rapid growth 
of mega-chainstores like Whole Foods (and all 
the other horrible chainstores that are rapidly 
taking over the world like Blockbuster, 
Starbucks, Barnes & Nobel, et al.) is a direct 
challenge to the survival of the earth and it’s 
peoples’ health and well-being. Chainstores, 
run from afar by corporate boards more 
sensitive to fluctuations in the stock market 
than in meeting human needs, strip local 
communities of any influence in how local people 


to “having herpes”: “unpleasant and 
inconvenient” and they keep “people from 
becoming your partner.” Mackay wants a world 
in which employees don’t “suffer” from any 
awareness of class struggle, i.e. that Mackay 
owns the company and they must toil for it or 
starve. In the Whole Foods annual statement 
(and in all other corporate propaganda) the 
workers are referred to as “team members” 
and mangers are referred to as “team 
leaders” to try to obscure the relationship 
between bosses and those who are bossed. 

Mackay has written a 19 page tract entitled 
Beyond Unions which attempts to put a New 
Age spin on Old World class inequalities. He 
notes “Unions are not a part of the solution at 
Whole Foods Market. Rather, they are part of 
the problem, stuck in the old paradigm that all 
employees are weak and powerless and that 
employers are greedy and exploitative.” 

Using New Age, organic consciousness to 
justify and obscure Whole Foods’ labor and 
competitive practices are crucial for the 
company’s success. These smoke screens are 
equally important to cut through if Whole 
Foods and their ilk are to be exposed. Whole 
Foods propaganda talks a lot about the 
“higher purpose” of the business, like in the 
following section about one of their employees 
from their corporate annual statement, which 
is filled with beautiful pictures of organic 
produce: “Take Lisa Shaw, 30, a Wellesley 
College graduate who works in Brighton, 
Mass., for one of the company’s Bread & 


to squash union activities through “threats, 
intimidation, and fear.” For example, after 
workers in North Carolina wrote a letter 
expressing dissatisfaction with wages, all 
employees were required to sign a form 
acknowledging that they were employees at 
will and could be fired at any time, without 
reason. The workers were put in their place. 
According to the union, when Whole Foods 
moves into a unionized community and pays 
lower wages, unionized stores lose business 
and union jobs are ultimately lost. 

Fierce Competition 

Like other massive chainstores, Whole Foods 
has also become known for cut-throat 
competitive practices. Mackey opened the 
first Whole Foods in Austin, Texas in 1980 by 
threatening the nearby Clarksville Natural 
Grocery that they had to either join him to 
open the first Whole Foods or he would out- 
compete them and close them down. They 
joined. 

Since then, Whole Foods has acquired locally 
owned or smaller chains around the country: in 
1986 they bought Bluebonnet market in Dallas, 
in 1991 they bought Wellspring Grocery in 
North Carolina, in 1992 it took-over Bread and 
Circus in Massachusetts, in 1993 it acquired 
Mrs. Gooch’s markets in LA, in 1995 it bought 
Bread of Life in the Bay Area, Oak Street 
Market in Illinois, and Unicorn village in South 
Florida, in 1996 it purchased Fresh Fields 
Markets (mid-west, east coast), in 1997 it 
bought the Granary Market in Monterey and 
the Merchant of Vino stores in Detroit. 

Whole Foods goes into markets with existing 
natural foods stores in an effort to close and 
replace them. In 1998, in a sign of its 
competitive attitude, Whole Foods put a store 



ultimately threatening democracy and the 
earth. The need for the growing of organic 
vegetables stems from the chemical domination 
of agriculture made possible when massive 
corporations take control of agriculture away 
from' local communities and individuals. 
Farmers, who were once stewards of the land 
that was their home and their future, have 
been replaced by agribusiness persons, who 
are only interested in short term profit. They 
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are to be fed and employed. Democratic 

control is weakened because lame 
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year 2000, according to their corporate annual 
statement. Sales for fiscal 1998 were $1.39 
billion, an increase of 24 percent over 1997. If 
only more economic activity could make people 
healthy and save the earth. 

But alas, the concentration of economic 
control that goes along with the rapid growth 
of mega-chainstores like Whole Foods (and all 
the other horrible chainstores that are rapidly 
taking over the world like Blockbuster, 
Starbucks, Barnes & Nobel, et al.) is a direct 
challenge to the survival of the earth and it’s 
peoples’ health and well-being. Chainstores, 
run from afar by corporate boards more 
sensitive to fluctuations in the stock market 
than in meeting human needs, strip local 
communities of any influence in how local people 


I DIDNT 60 TO 
WORK TODAY... 


are to be fed and employed. Democratic 
control is weakened because large 
corporations can pull-out of any community 
which dares to impose environmental or labor 
standards. 

Whole Foods should be fought on the ground 
that it is a mega-chainstore, sucking resources 
out of local communities and paying them to 
distant investors, alone. However, Whole 
Foods is bad even as chainstores go. 

Attack on Unions 

Whole Foods’ rapid success and expansion 
can be attributed to virulently anti-union 
policies which permit it to underpay workers 
and out-compete other stores. Whole Foods is 
also known for engaging in predatory 
competitive tactics designed to swallow up or 
force out of business locally run businesses and 
collectives. 

Whole Foods Chief Executive Officer John 
Mackey has made resisting the unionization of 
his stores into a national crusade. He has 
called unions “parasites” and compared them 


the problem, stuck in the old paradigm that all 
employees are weak and powerless and that 
employers are greedy and exploitative.” 

Using New Age, organic consciousness to 
justify and obscure Whole Foods’ labor and 
competitive practices are crucial for the 
company’s success. These smoke screens are 
equally important to cut through if Whole 
Foods and their ilk are to be exposed. Whole 
Foods propaganda talks a lot about the 
“higher purpose” of the business, like in the 
following section about one of their employees 
from their corporate annual statement, which 
is filled with beautiful pictures of organic 
produce: “Take Lisa Shaw, 30, a Wellesley 
College graduate who works in Brighton, 
Mass., for one of the company’s Bread & 


...I PONT THINK 
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Circus® stores ... ‘I just hang on the fact 
that my job is good in some larger sense. If 
people buy the sprouts, they're eating 
healthier foods, the farmers is doing well, and 
it’s good for the planet because they’re grown 
organically.” And Whole Foods stockholders 
get the money, baby! Sounds like old fashioned 
capitalism. 

Whole Foods has been picketed by the 
United Food and Commercial Workers union in 
many communities including Berkeley, where 
the picket line lasted for 16 months. Whole 
Foods executive Rich Cundiff gloats “The 
union picket line lasted for 16 months [in 
Berkeley] and it was unsuccessful. None of the 
protests have ever been successful.” Other 
pickets went up in Los Angeles, where Whole 
Foods fired 70 union workers when it acquired 
Westward Ho markets, and in Los Gatos, St. 
Paul, Minn, Madison, Wisconsin and Seattle 

Greg Denier, assistance to the president of 
the United Food & commercial Workers 
International Union, says Whole Foods has tried 


first Whole Foods in Austin, Texas in 1980 by 
threatening the nearby Clarksville Natural 
Grocery that they had to either join him to 
open the first Whole Foods or he would out- 
compete them and close them down. They 
joined. 

Since then, Whole Foods has acquired locally 
owned or smaller chains around the country: in 
1986 they bought Bluebonnet market in Dallas, 
in 1991 they bought Wellspring Grocery in 
North Carolina, in 1992 it took-over Bread and 
Circus in Massachusetts, in 1993 it acquired 
Mrs. Gooch’s markets in LA, in 1995 it bought 
Bread of Life in the Bay Area, Oak Street 
Market in Illinois, and Unicorn village in South 
Florida, in 1996 it purchased Fresh Fields 
Markets (mid-west, east coast), in 1997 it 
bought the Granary Market in Monterey and 
the Merchant of Vino stores in Detroit. 

Whole Foods goes into markets with existing 
natural foods stores in an effort to close and 
replace them. In 1998, in a sign of its 
competitive attitude, Whole Foods put a store 
in the hometown of its largest competitor, 
Wild Oats Markets, which is based in Boulder, 
Colorado. The Whole Foods annual statement 
notes plans to go head-to-head with Wild Oats 
in other markets which already have Wild Oats 
stores: Santa Fe, Denver, Ft. Lauderdale, 
Pasadena and West Hollywood. 

Of course if Wild Oats, a massive chain 
store in its own right, is threatened by Whole 
Foods, the chances for cooperative, collectively 
run or small businesses locally controlled are 
also seriously curtailed. Health Foods stores 
were at one time were a sector of the economy 
particularly open to alternative forms of 
ownership and local control. Whole Foods 
corporatization of the natural foods sector 
guarantees concentration and loss of local 
diversity and control. 

What is to be done 

Whole Foods is a cancer on the community, 
soaking up money, threatening worker 
c»irgamzaUoin^^Hnrimatin^^^vejjsMU|^^an^ 


ultimately threatening democracy and the 
earth. The need for the growing of organic 
vegetables stems from the chemical domination 
of agriculture made possible when massive 
corporations take control of agriculture away 
from' local communities and individuals. 
Farmers, who were once stewards of the land 
that was their home and their future, have 
been replaced by agribusiness persons, who 
are only interested in short term profit. They 
often lease the land they plant and have no 
commitment to farming or land—if profits sag 
they can move their “investment” to another 
sector. 

The same holds true for mega-chainstore 
retailers like Whole Foods. Whole Foods is 
building a centrally controlled empire, traded 
publicly on the stock exchange, which must 
pursue short term profits. Claims of 
commitment to “higher values” are marketing, 
pure and simple. 

Therefore, the same forces which made a 
movement for organic food necessary also 
require that corporate usurpation of organic 
food be fought and destroyed, so that food 
distribution can be taken up more 
“organically”, involving local individuals making 
local decisions to benefit local communities. 

It isn’t enough just to buy food from a 
farmer’s market, not Whole Foods. Coherent, 
well-planned actions to destroy such blights on 
the community must be taken. 


Genetic Engineering: is your food part of a bad science experiment? 


Continued from page 1 

helped offer some important information that 
the Food and Drug Administration has chosen 
not to provide.” 

Genetic engineering is troubling because it 
further concentrates control over agriculture 



engaged in a global race and propaganda 
campaign to get their products out to a vast 
market. They are deeply invested in bio- 
genetic research (and no doubt politicians and 


that are less suited and less diverse and the 
cost may force small farmers to sell out to big 
agribusiness. India has been actively debating 
and resisting this trend. Recently the 















stanaaras. 

Whole Foods should be fought on the ground 
that it is a mega-chainstore, sucking resources 
out of local communities and paying them to 
distant investors, alone. However, Whole 
Foods is bad even as chainstores go. 

Attack on Unions 

Whole Foods' rapid success and expansion 
can be attributed to virulently anti-union 
policies which permit it to underpay workers 
and out-compete other stores. Whole Foods is 
also known for engaging in predatory 
competitive tactics designed to swallow up or 
force out of business locally run businesses and 
collectives. 

Whole Foods Chief Executive Officer John 
Mackey has made resisting the unionization of 
his stores into a national crusade. He has 
called unions “parasites” and compared them 


it s good for the planet because they’re grown 
organically.” And Whole Foods stockholders 
get the money, baby! Sounds like old fashioned 
capitalism. 

Whole Foods has been picketed by the 
United Food and Commercial Workers union in 
many communities including Berkeley, where 
the picket line lasted for 16 months. Whole 
Foods executive Rich Cundiff gloats “The 
union picket line lasted for 16 months [in 
Berkeley] and it was unsuccessful. None of the 
protests have ever been successful.” Other 
pickets went up in Los Angeles, where Whole 
Foods fired 70 union workers when it acquired 
Westward Ho markets, and in Los Gatos, St. 
Paul, Minn, Madison, Wisconsin and Seattle 

Greg Denier, assistance to the president of 
the United Food & commercial Workers 
International Union, says Whole Foods has tried 


notes plans to go head-to-head with Wild Oats 
in other markets which already have Wild Oats 
stores: Santa Fe, Denver, Ft. Lauderdale, 
Pasadena and West Hollywood. 

Of course if Wild Oats, a massive chain 
store in its own right, is threatened by Whole 
Foods, the chances for cooperative, collectively 
run or small businesses locally controlled are 
also seriously curtailed. Health Foods stores 
were at one time were a sector of the economy 
particularly open to alternative forms of 
ownership and local control. Whole Foods 
corporatization of the natural foods sector 
guarantees concentration and loss of local 
diversity and control. 

What is to be done 

Whole Foods is a cancer on the community, 
soaking up money, threatening worker 
^xjamzation^^eliminatinc^divei^ity^and 


sector. 

The same holds true for mega-chainstore 
retailers like Whole Foods. Whole Foods is 
building a centrally controlled empire, traded 
publicly on the stock exchange, which must 
pursue short term profits. Claims of 
commitment to “higher values” are marketing, 
pure and simple. 

Therefore, the same forces which made a 
movement for organic food necessary also 
require that corporate usurpation of organic 
food be fought and destroyed, so that food 
distribution can be taken up more 
“organically”, involving local individuals making 
local decisions to benefit local communities. 

It isn’t enough just to buy food from a 
farmer's market, not Whole Foods. Coherent, 
well-planned actions to destroy such blights on 
the community must be taken. 


Genetic Engineering: is your food part of a bad science experiment? 


Continued from page 1 


helped offer some important information that 
the Food and Drug Administration has chosen 
not to provide.” 

Genetic engineering is troubling because it 
further concentrates control over agriculture 
in corporate hands and accelerates non- 
sustainable agricultural practices that heavily 
rely on chemicals, machinery and high 
technology. These trends threaten traditional 
small-scale farmers around the world and local 
control over food production, the most basic 
human activity. Genetic engineering and 
corporate control over seeds are reducing the 
diversity of food species, with perhaps 
disastrous results should the few species 
grown fall victim to disease or changing 
conditions. 

Monsanto Corporation has been at the lead 
in this dangerous transformation. By buying 
up small seed companies and aggressively 
marketing their “Round-Up Ready” soybean, 
Monsanto has managed to rapidly transform 
US soy production to soy that has been 
altered to withstand large quantities of their 
herbicide, Round-Up. This seed increases the 
use and production of Round-Up and increases 
farmers’ spending and dependence on 
corporately-produced inputs of seed and 



chemicals. Soybeans and soybean oil are used 
extensively in processed food. Even baby 
formula using GE soy milk will be sold. Other 
crops approved for sale include corn and 
potatoes with a pesticide gene implanted into 
every cell of the plant. 

The biotech multi-national companies are 


engaged in a global race and propaganda 
campaign to get their products out to a vast 
market. They are deeply invested in bio- 
genetic research (and no doubt politicians and 
regulatory bureaucrats worldwide) and are 
trying to slip their products into agricultural 
production and onto the shelves with as little 
testing and public discourse as possible. There 
are, however, very real and frightening 
possibilities of grave health and environmental 
crises that may result from recombining the 
basic building blocks of organisms that have 
slowly evolved together in a complex web of 
living relations. 

It is impossible to know what the long term 
effects will be of the wide-scale introduction 
of genetically altered plants into the 
environment. For example, Monarch butterfly 
larvae which eat pollen produced by corn 
engineered to contain genetic material from 
Bt, a biological insecticide, died. Pollen is 
widely dispersed by wind and water. 

There are also concerns about the 
development of a “terminator seed” that won’t 
reproduce, in order to take the practice of 
seed saving out of the hands of local farmers. 
This would force them to buy seeds each cycle 


that are less suited and less diverse and the 
cost may force small farmers to sell out to big 
agribusiness. India has been actively debating 
and resisting this trend. Recently the 
Supreme Court of India upheld a ban on the 
testing of genetically modified crops and 
various test fields of crops have been 
mysteriously torched. 

So far the “benefits” of the first GE 
products offer us either more pesticides, 
pesticides engineered directly into the cells of 
our food, milk from unhealthy cows, 
“terminator seeds”, corporate control and the 
possibility of vegetables that will sit on the 
shelves longer. These are only benefits for 
multinational pesticide and food production 
corporations, not for first-world consumers or 
the hungry. 

If you would like information or to be 
involved in future actions, contact BARAGE at 
510 594-4000 #144. Rage on! 

Also check out the “Monsanto Files” issue of 
the “Ecologist”. The first printing of 10,000 
copies was shredded from fear of a lawsuit by 
Monsanto. Fortunately this amazing expose 
was reprinted and copies are available in 
Berkeley, call (510) 548-2023. 
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^STRUGGLE CONTINUES 
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AT COVE/MALLARD 


JBy the Cove/Mallard Coalition Collective 
The forests in the United States are 
irapidly receding. Less than four percent of 
he native forests remain in the continental 
United States, and twenty percent of those 
are in the Greater Salmon-Selway Ecosystem 
|(GSSE), the system that includes the 
Gove/Mallard and Otter-Wing forests. This 
fjecosystem includes threatened and 
Jendangered species and the two longest 
Sundammed rivers in this country, yet they are 
funder attack in one of the most outrageous 
^timber sales in the history of public land 
^management. 

The 77,000 acre Cove/Mallard roadless 
vareas are temporarily spared due to an 18 
J^month roadbuilding moratorium brought about 
by the US Forest Service. However, Otter- 
Wing remains unprotected because it was sold 
•^before the moratorium went into effect. Even 
^with the moratorium, logging is still permitted 
ion existing roads, and there are six remaining 
Sjtimber sales under the Forest Service’s plan. 

II The Cove/Mallard Coalition, a group of 
•environmentalists active in education and 
lirect action, is fighting to protect these two 
reas in one of the longest running direct 
ction forest protection actions ever. The 
oaiition runs a base camp on which they train 
eople in activist and homesteading skills, 
hey monitor timber sales by going to the 
ites and checking them for compliance with 





environmental laws and" logging contracts. 
Their efforts sometimes pay off in roads 
being canceled. , 

The Coalition also runs a stream sediment | 
monitoring project. This is important because 
sediment in streams prevents fish from 
spawning and reproducing. Further, even 
though the US Forest Service is required to 
monitor streams, it is so understaffed and 
underfunded that it cannot perform these 
duties effectively. 

A lawsuit has been filed against the Otter- 
Wing timber sales earlier this year. However, 
it is a symbolic effort; lawsuits like these 
hardly ever stand up in US District Court. 

Idaho is an opportunity to learn many 
valuable activist skills - how to conduct pre- 
and post-timber sale monitoring, stream and 
sediment monitoring, climbing skills, legal 
research, office and outreach coordinating, 
living a low-impact life, and living in a 
cooperative community. Empowering other 
people to act is one of the trademarks of the 
Cove/Mallard Coalition. 

Come to Idaho and experience for yourself 
the magical Big Wild! But don’t be surprised 
if you fall in love and never leave! 

Please contact the Cove/Mallard Coalition if 
you have any questions, suggestions, or want 
more information. POB 8968, Moscow, ID 
83843; (202)882-9755; cove@moscow.com 


CARPENTERS STAGE 




ALBANYEUICTS 


LANDFILL 




SQUATTERS 




(Q)NE EESIPENTS VIEW 


(T 

The economy is supposedly booming, the ■ hi 
Dow is above 10,000, and all we hear is good 


news. But for many this booming is a bust, 
because as mainstream society gets richer 
there is less tolerance for those without 
money. Cops are used to push the poor and 


“Hey Hannibal you’ve never signed up with 
him, huh?” 

“Fuck no! I predicted he was trying to shit 1 


on us, so now it’s been confirmed.” 

‘Tea man, so what do we do now, Yukon?” 
“You can either stay and be arrested or you j 
can hide and hope they don’t find you. Or you; 


homeless out of spaces that the rich 


Witness the homeless sweeps of many 


now want. I can stand with a body of people whose refusal 
of many \ to leave will echo clear to the White House. 


downtown areas. The poor and marginal are 
having an increasingly hard time finding 
affordable housing. 

Some people in the East Bay took matters 
into their own hands by setting up tents and 
makeshift structures on an abandoned landfill 
in Albany. Folks have been living on the landfill 
since 1993, for most of that time unnoticed. 
Now Albany wants to kick the landfill residents 
out. Most of them have nowhere else to go when 
they are evicted June 15. This is one resident’s 
view of the situation. 
by Yukon Hannibal 

“Hey Hannibal, you have a smoke?" asked 
John. 


This is a serious issue and if you take it 
seriously and be focused in your struggle you 
may gain a victory. But if you choose to leave 
nobody will fault you” I said. 

“Man we’ve got women and children up here 
and we got one dude so sick he can barely 
stand, so what the fuck are they gonna do with 
him? Man Babylon don’t give a fuck. They came 
over here and stole the fucking land, they tax 
the land and murder to keep the land. They 
turned it into a landfill and tolerated people 
living on it for years but now they see brothers 
and new people up there and it scares the shit 
out of them, so now they want us out. They saw | 
Hannibal’s long-ass dreads and his militant look I 


“Sure man,” I pass him one. “Hey John, what q coming to and from the landfill, that’s what I 
you gonna do when they come?” I ask. « scared those motherfuckers.” Everybody! 

“I’m gonna dig in man. Fuck Babylon, they | busts out laughing, 
gotta find me.” -i “You know you may be right but we need to j 

Those sentiments are shared by many people | create a position. Either we stay or we get our 
at the Albany landfill. Here we are in one of J asses out of here.” ' 


A mnril/l/o'o loot hAmnlnpp onnQmnmontc 
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^month roadbuilding moratorium brought about 
r/by the US Forest Service. However, Otter- 
j Wing remains unprotected because it was sold 
■^before the moratorium went into effect. Even 
■jwith the moratorium, logging is still permitted 
ion existing roads, and there are six remaining 
.'sjtimber sales under the Forest Service’s plan. 

II The Cove/Mallard Coalition, a group of 
\environmentalists active in education and 
irect action, is fighting to protect these two 
reas in one of the longest running direct 
ction forest protection actions ever. The 
:oalition runs a base camp on which they train 
eople in activist and homesteading skills, 
hey monitor timber sales by going to the 
ites and checking them for compliance with 


iiaiuiy evei sicmu up hi uo l/iouiui \ 

Idaho is an opportunity to learn many j 
valuable activist skills - how to conduct pre- 
and post-timber sale monitoring, stream and 
sediment monitoring, climbing skills, legal 
research, office and outreach coordinating, 
living a low-impact life, and living in a 
cooperative community. Empowering other 
people to act is one of the trademarks of the 
Cove/Mallard Coalition. 

Come to Idaho and experience for yourself 
the magical Big Wild! But don’t be surprised 
if you fall in love and never leave! 

Please contact the Cove/Mallard Coalition if 
you have any questions, suggestions, or want 
more information. POB 8968, Moscow, ID 
83843; (202)882-9755; cove §moscow.com 


CARPENTERS STAGE 
WILDCA T STRIKE 




8 without a vote. 

The union’s regional council was hoping to 
8 rush through the unsatisfactory contract and: 
Iprevent the workers from voting on it for the * 1 
•first time in the union’s 110 year history. 150 


Members of Carpenters Union Local 713? “Full time union officials used to be elected! 
[conducted a wildcat strike May 15 to attack avand accountable. Now, decisions area 
^new labor contract that contained pay and5increasingly made at the top and thee 
► benefit givebacks in a time of full employments international leadership is sending the message! 
which the union bureaucrats pushed through! to members that they’ll take care of business.! 

®For the rank and file, there is a very reals 
danger that the union will turn into an? 


| The strike lasted four work days, but it had 

I "significant impacts. The San Francisco 
Airport - the largest construction job in 
California - was shut down. Construction at 
Pacific Bell Park, Kaiser Hospital in San 
[Francisco, and Microsoft was also slowed 
[down^p 


(remain true to their ultimate purpose - tol 
^protect the interests of the rank and file. 
•This can only happen if unions are run! 
[democratically based on one member, one vote! 
Jwith bureaucrats serving the members, not! 
[vice versa. The rank and file should rise and | 
[ensure tharcompany unions” are quashed. 


employment agency to provide labor for the! 
Icontractors,” said one leaflet. 

-—- j. Unions are extremely important for the[ 

'rank and filers invaded the hall where this vote^working class. Without them, we wouldn’t have! 
,was to take place, chanting “No! No! No!"|the weekend, the 8 hour day, or OSHAj 
jDays later, 150 more workers voted to go on*)standards. Union jobs pay more, are more? 
strike and vowed to pack upcoming unionasecure, and have more benefits than non-union] 
(meetings. tjobs. However, it is also important that unionsl 


homeless out of spaces that the rich now want. 
Witness the homeless sweeps of many 
downtown areas. The poor and marginal are 
having an increasingly hard time finding 
affordable housing. 

Some people in the East Bay took matters 
into their own hands by setting up tents and 
makeshift structures on an abandoned landfill 
in Albany. Folks have been living on the landfill 
since 1993, for most of that time unnoticed. 
Now Albany wants to kick the landfill residents 
out. Most of them have nowhere else to go when 
they are evicted June 15. This is one resident’s 
view of the situation. 
by Yukon Hannibal 

“Hey Hannibal, you have a smoke?” asked 
John. 

“Sure man,” I pass him one. “Hey John, what 
you gonna do when they come?” I ask. 

“I’m gonna dig in man. Fuck Babylon, they 
gotta find me.” 

Those sentiments are shared by many people 
at the Albany landfill. Here we are in one of 
Amerikka’s last homeless encampments 
pondering out our fate beyond June 15th. 

“What do they want us to do?” asked one 
man. ‘They want us to die" said another. 

“We have a right to live too,” said another. 
“With all the money they spend on war 
materials they could have supplied the 
country’s homeless with affordable housing.” 

“No they can’t man, they want us to fucking 
die.” 

“One thing is clear, we have to either leave 
or stand our ground.” said another at a hastily 
called meeting at the landfill’s Freedom house. 
This meeting was called to give the residents 
current information about their options. 

“That Alex dude from Operation Dignity is 
a fraud who is working for the city to remove 
us from here.” 

“Yea, I went over there man, and he put our 
name on a list and then ushered us out the 
door.” 

“Yea, man, he ain’t interested in our well 
being. He wants us out.” 

“Yea, man the city is paying that dude to 
get us out. That motherfucker is a poverty 
.” said another. 



can stand with a body of people whose refusal 
to leave will echo clear to the White House. 
This is a serious issue and if you take it 
seriously and be focused in your struggle you 
may gain a victory. But if you choose to leave 
nobody will fault you” I said. 

“Man we've got women and children up here 
and we got one dude so sick he can barely 
stand, so what the fuck are they gonna do with 
him? Man Babylon don’t give a fuck. They came 
over here and stole the fucking land, they tax 
the land and murder to keep the land. They 
turned it into a landfill and tolerated people 
living on it for years but now they see brothers 
and new people up there and it scares the shit j 
out of them, so now they want us out. They saw I 
Hannibal’s long-ass dreads and his militant look j 
coming to and from the landfill, that’s what j 
scared those motherfuckers.” Everybody j 
busts out laughing. 

“You know you may be right but we need to ! 
create a position. Either we stay or we get our | 
asses out of here.” 

“You know Berkeley encouraged Albany to i 
kick us out. We should go seize the fucking j 
Berkeley marina,” said one dude. 

Another said, “Fuck, once they kick us out of i 
here they’re gonna find people sleeping on [ 
their lawns.” 

One thing is clear, people will be thrown into i 
a society that force feeds them overcrowded ' 
shelters, jails, prisons and for some, death. The • 
freedom they enjoyed at the Freedom Colony | 
will be but memories and for the truly i 
unfortunate they will simply die on the streets' 
while Amerikkka enjoys the riches they obtain i 
from other people’s suffering. They once again I 
are removing people from land that has been 
those folks’ homes for years. It’s too bad that 
people in this city and country have turned a 
thumb down on the plight of the homeless at | 
the Albany landfill. Perhaps one day they I 
themselves will be homeless and truly 
understand the suffering they have inflicted 
on others. We can only pray that someday they' 
get pulled off their high horse and taste the 
bitter reality of homelessness. 

Free the land, save the earth, combat demon 
pigism! 
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vai^cnion umuii luuui f i run iime union omciais used ro De eiecieas 

[conducted a wildcat strike May 15 to attack aland accountable. Now, decisions area 
| new labor contract that contained pay and? increasingly made at the top and the* 
► benefit givebacks in a time of full employments international leadership is sending the message! 


Iwhich the union bureaucrats pushed through 
Jwithout a vote. 

The union’s regional council was hoping to* 
Brush through the unsatisfactory contract and! 
(prevent the workers from voting on it for the’ 
(first time in the union's 110 year history. 150 1 ! 


to members that they’ll take care of business! 
For the rank and file, there is a very realf 
danger that the union will turn into an! 
employment agency to provide labor for the| 
contractors,” said one leaflet. 

Unions are extremely important for theK 


►rank and filers invaded the hall where this vote^working class. Without them, we wouldn’t have 
^was to take place, chanting “No! No! NoF’jjthe weekend, the 8 hour day, or OSHA 
►Days later, 150 more workers voted to go onqstandards. Union jobs pay more, are more 
(strike and vowed to pack upcoming unions secure, and have more benefits than non-union 
I meetings. jk 


The strike lasted four work days, but it had* 
(significant impacts. The San Francisco 
■Airport • the largest construction job in! 
(California - was shut down. Construction at! 
•Pacific Bell Park, Kaiser Hospital in San 
[Francisco, and Microsoft was also slowed) 
IdownJ^ 


jobs. However, it is also important that unions! 
remain true to their ultimate purpose - toj 
protect the interests of the rank and file. I 
This can only happen if unions are run! 
democratically based on one member, one vote! 
with bureaucrats serving the members, not! 
vice versa. The rank and file should rise and | 
ensure that “company unions" are quashed. 


man. I hey want us to die said anotner. * Another said, Fuck, once they kick us out ot , 
“We have a right to live too,” said another. |) here they’re gonna find people sleeping on j 
“With all the money they spend on war JJ their lawns.” 

materials they could have supplied the £ One thing is clear, people will be thrown into i 
country’s homeless with affordable housing.” < a society that force feeds them overcrowded' 
“No they can't man, they want us to fucking J shelters, jails, prisons and for some, death. The • 
die.” «*. freedom they enjoyed at the Freedom Colony | 

“One thing is clear, we have to either leave **i will be but memories and for the truly i 
or stand our ground.” said another at a hastily ^ unfortunate they will simply die on the streets \ 
called meeting at the landfill’s Freedom house. $ while Amerikkka enjoys the riches they obtain i 
This meeting was called to give the residents «from other people’s suffering. They once again I 
current information about their options. fj are removing people from land that has been 
“That Alex dude from Operation Dignity is ^ those folks’ homes for years. It’s too bad that 
a fraud who is working for the city to remove s people in this city and country have turned a I 




us from here.” 

“Yea, I went over there man, and he put our 
name on a list and then ushered us out the 
| door.” 

i “Yea, man, he ain’t interested in our well 
being. He wants us out.” 

“Yea, man the city is paying that dude to 
fl get us out. That motherfucker is a poverty 
pimp.” said another. 


thumb down on the plight of the homeless at | 
the Albany landfill. Perhaps one day they I 
themselves will be homeless and truly 
understand the suffering they have inflicted J 
^ on others. We can only pray that someday they' 
get pulled off their high horse and taste the 
bitter reality of homelessness. I 

Free the land, save the earth, combat demon 
% pigism! 


June 21-28 

Earth First! Round River Rendezvous^ 

! San Juan Nat'l Forest 
! Spend the week of the Summer Solstice at the 
| Nat’l EF! Gathering. Includes opportunities to 
j help local anti-logging campaign and 
| threatened farming communities. Workshops 
J including Y2K preparedness, getting back to 
| basics and action how-tos. contact Tucson EF! 

I pob 3412 Tucson, AZ 85722 
I (520)620-183 9,_EF! Journal for map and 
I more info 


! June 25-27 

Leonard Peltier Organizing Conference’ 
Lawrence, Kansas 
Workshops and presentations on future 
j actions, legal strategies, support groups, 
I network building, prison issues w/ Pam Africa, 
Dave Delinger and Jennifer Harbury. 
j contact (785)842-5774^ 
lpdc@idir.net 


July 1-7 __ 

National Rainbow Gathering^ 

Allegheny Nat’l Forest, PA 
No money allowed, free food kitchens, trade 
circles, music, and kind vibes. Not just for 
hippies, hook up with Allegheny Defense 
Project while you’re there. (814)764-5763^ 
adp@envirolink.org 
www.enviroweb.org/adp /.'' 

“ nmnuiK* 


June 28-July 11 _^ 

Philly Freedom Summer for Mumia 
Philadelphia, PA 

contact Int'l Concerned Friends for Mumia 
Abu-Jamal (215)476-8812 

wc 

July/August 

Bike Summer! 

San Francisco 


July 23-Aug 8 

Int’l Food Not Bombs Gathering^ 
Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada 

«« 



July30-Aug 1 ,Vr\n*.v\ 

Southern Girls Convention! 

Memphis, TN 

Bike Summer will be a month of celebration and^ Workshops, performances and booths because 
activism featuring bike events every day j the south is a region stifled by religious piety, 
starting with the July 30 Critical Mass * racial tension, and violence and because women 
including politics, bike culture, rides, street s are still expected to be Southern Belles-quiet 
theater, art, music, films, critical masses and 0 beauties. We believe a real change comes 
midnight masses. The revolution will not be p through a revolution of mind, body and soul. I 


motorized! (415)431-2453 
Jittp://wwwT)ikesummer.orgJ 



suzukibeane@hotmail.com *\\ 
787 Ellsworth Memphis, TN 38111 

cswwuml 
























“Surrealist activity [is] a total activity: the 

only one capable of liberating humankind by 
revealing the unconscious, an activity that will 
help free the peoples of the world. (1943 
Martiniquan Suzanne Cesaire) 


edited with introductions by Penelope 
Rosemont. With 45 illustrations. Austin: 
University of Texas Press. $24.95 paper, $50 
cloth. 


^by Bertha Husband 

Every movement committed to revolutionary 
Change has its internal wars and its external 
detractors. _For seventy-five years the 
international surrealist movement-whose 
conception of revolution embraces social and 
economic revolution and more, aiming at “the 
freedom of the Marvelous” and “the realization 
of poetry in everyday life”—has been no 
exception. Penelope Rosemont’s Surrealist 
Women is in part a response to certain 
feminist art historians, whose critique of male 
representations of women in the visual arts as 
objectifications for the consumption of the 
male gaze has singled out surrealism as 
particularly misogynist. Hans Bellmer’s dolls 
are often cited as the epitome of this hatred 
of women. And yet, if his images were placed 
alongside Cindy Sherman’s photographs of 
mannequin parts, it would be impossible to 
detect which were the creations of a male and 
which of a female. As surrealist filmmaker 
Nelly Kaplan told an interviewer, “If I cut off 
the credits from my films, people wouldn’t be 
able to tell if they were made by a man or a 
woman.” 


critic of surrealism, but from within, by one 
who has been an active participant in the 
movement since 1966. 

Truly global in scope, Surrealist Women - 
includes the work of important surrealist^ 
poets and theorists from Africa, the African 
diaspora, the Middle East, Central and South^ 
America, Eastern and Western Europe, 
Australia, Canada and the U.S. It features, 
numerous women writers whose work was 
originally published in French, Arabic, German, i 
Czech, Spanish, and other languages, and has 
not been translated into English before, as well 
as writings by women whose native language is 
English. The great majority of these women 
have been completely ignored by U.S. critics. 

The book’s 300 selections-essays, poems, 
stories, diatribes, and games-explore every 
aspect of the surrealist adventure, and relate 
it to such currents as Marxism, feminism, 
anarchism, psychoanalysis, Pan-Africanism and 
ecology. Throughout the book surrealist 
critiques of capitalism, white supremacy, 
organized religion, Patriarchy, imperialism, 
colonialism, Stalinism, fascism, ecocide, the 
work ethic and other aspects of what they call 
“miserabilism” are much in evidence. The 
surrealists’ passionate, sympathetic interest 
in the indigenous cultures of the world, and 
their active solidarity with revolutionary anti¬ 
colonialist struggles--from the 1920s Rif 
uprising in Morocco to the Los Angeles 
Rebellion of 1992--are also amply documented. 
Here, restored at last to the history and 
context of surrealism, “which, after all, was 
the context they chose for themselves,” these 
women are allowed to speak in their own voices. 


Breton put it, “by multiplying the ways of 1 Mary Low, Suzanne Csaire, Ikbal El Alailiy, 

reaching the most profound levels of the ■Leonora Carrington, Jacqueline Johnson, Nelly 
mental personality.” Rosemont’s selections m Kaplan, Jacqueline Senard, Annie Le Brun, 
show that many major surrealist poets haveBHaifa Zangana, Eva Svankmajerova, Hilary 
been wo men: f rom Valentine Penrose, Mary^Booth and others are, for me, h ighlights of the 
Low and Joyce Mansourto Carmen Bruna, Rikki 

Ducornet and Ja yne Cortez. Listen to Claude Cahun, in 1933, arguing 

Perhaps ^h^^reates^Thalieng^toB ^at surrealism “can and should serve the 
'surrealist poets today is the banality ofM| cause working class emancipation. Only when 
language in late capitalism—not the erasure ofWtie proletariat has become conscious of the 
" meaning, but the destruction of the power ofB rea ' roeamng of the myths that uphold 

■ capitalist culture—indeed, only when the 
proletariat has destroyed these myths and 


The idea that all creation is androgynous | 
unites the writings of women surrealists. And, 
it is precisely this that presents problems for, 
those academics who have constructed a view , 


Surrealist Women is a massive book, almost 
1600 pages. And it has to be, because it 
■assembles the writings of ninety-seven women. 
■But lovers of slim volumes, amongst whom I 
-count mvself. should not be daunted, for it can 


the word. The word “free” has never seemed 
so unfree, nor “hope” so hopeless, nor “risk” so) 
safe. The catalog of horrors of our time 
includes the victory of a complacent form of) 
democracy shared even by the Left, marked by 
its rosy moralizing about safety and our 
concern for future generations, and where 
even the word “evil” loses its power. In the last 
essay in this book, Nancy Joyce Peters writes, 
“To exorcise the dualist curse has always been 
a first priority of surrealism” (she is referring 
to the central binary male/female). But one 
cannot simply declare that dualities are gone, 
and maybe the organization of pessimism in the 
face of too much optimism is again the call of 
the hour. ^ 

With this in mind, I leap back to Chapter 4, 
“Women in the Surrealist Underground in the 
1950s,” a time with strong parallels to our 
own: the Cold War years when, as Rosemont 
writes, “Cynicism ruled, culturally and 
politically,” and “Apathy was one of the 
1 watchwords of the age.” Here I discover the 

- essays of Nora Mitrani (beautifully translated 
by Myrna Bell Rochester) and it is love at first 

I sight. Against the smugness of good, we find a 
■“ revolutionary evil. “Since man carries evil in his 

- heart, long live the magnificent evil that can 
■„ destroy him, the passion of love, and the 
y innumerable crimes it has generated.” This was 

' written with reference to the Marquis de Sade 


I revolutionized this culture—will working men 
land women be able, as a class, to proceed to 
I their own self-development. The positive 
I lesson of this experience in negation—that is, 
I the dissemination of the surrealist experiment 
lamong the working class—is the only valid 
•revolutionary poetic propaganda in our time." 


tell myself all kinds of stories,” said 
INadja, the real life heroine of Breton’s most 
■popular book. “And not only silly stories: 
lactually I live this way altogether.” Through his 
■encounters with this enigmatic woman Breton 
Ihimself discovered that it is the intense, lived 
foment of poetic inspiration that is most truly 
Ito be desired. And the whole experience of 
'surrealism shows that this inspiration can be 
achieved by all, whether they take pen to paper 

°r not--f | | I | | | 

With its emphasis on freedom, revolt, and 
the urgency of the unfettered imagination, 
Surrealist Women is not only a major work of 
scholarship—it is also vital reading for anyone 
involved in struggles for radical social change. 
And for those who live their lives at the point 
where art and revolution intersect, this book is 
indispensable. 













exception. Penelope Hosemonis surreai/si 
Women is in part a response to certain 
feminist art historians, whose critique of male 
representations of women in the visual arts as 
objectifications for the consumption of the 
male gaze has singled out surrealism as 
particularly misogynist. Hans Bellmer’s dolls 
are often cited as the epitome of this hatred 
of women. And yet, if his images were placed 
alongside Cindy Sherman’s photographs of 
mannequin parts, it would be impossible to 
detect which were the creations of a male and 
which of a female. As surrealist filmmaker 
Nelly Kaplan told an interviewer, “If I cut off 
the credits from my films, people wouldn’t be 
able to tell if they were made by a man or a 
woman.’’ 


ecology. Throughout the book surrealist » 
critiques of capitalism, white supremacy, ^ > 
organized religion, Patriarchy, imperialism, 
colonialism, Stalinism, fascism, ecocide, the ■" 
work ethic and other aspects of what they call M 
“miserabilism” are much in evidence. The _ 
surrealists’ passionate, sympathetic interest ™ 
in the indigenous cultures of the world, and * ■ 
their active solidarity with revolutionary anti- 
colonialist struggles--from the 1920s Rif | 
uprising in Morocco to the Los Angeles 
Rebellion of 1992-are also amply documented.. 
restored at last to the history and ■ 


Here, 


The idea that all creation is androgynous 
unites the writings of women surrealists. And 
it is precisely this that presents problems for 
those academics who have constructed a view 
of surrealism as a male-dominated movement 
that included only a few token women artists. 
In response, women artists such as Meret 
Oppenheim and Toyen, who were active in 


context of surrealism, “which, after all, was | 
the context they chose for themselves,” these 
women are allowed to speak in their own voices.. 

Surrealist Women is a massive book, almost ■ 
1600 pages. And it has to be, because it " 
■assembles the writings of ninety-seven women. ■ 
■But lovers of slim volumes, amongst whom I ^ 
■count myself, should not be daunted, for it can 
-be read as three separate books: Rosemont’s 
.history of the movement, the biographies of 
the women surrealists, and the actual texts. 


different is that it is written not by an 


These three books are interwoven in six 
surrealism for decades, refused to participate y ch ters set out in a historica | timeline 

in women-only exhibitions and anthologies.'.- cove K ring the deca des from the 1920s to the 
Both, however, are represented in Surrealist ■-p resent a Butthereaderobviously d oesn ’ t h aV e 
Women. What makes Rosemonts anthology " £ fo||ow the order and can leap around in a 

m^outside co || a g e |j|< e reading that becomes an absorbing 
game of following strange connections. A 
-'curiosity about the present led me to start 
\with Chapter 6, “A Challenge to the 21st 
■ «*.l Century.” Here Rosemont lists the miseries of 
*®.Sthis “depressingly prolonged historical 
^M moment of global reaction," but she is hopeful 
^ that “surrealism, the living negation of all 
these horrors, not only has refused to 
evaporate, but is actually enjoying a promising 
renaissance.” This optimism became the key to 
my route through the book. 



Surrealism as it emerges from this reading 
holds as its central task the winning of total 
freedom. The means to this end is imaginative 
play with language: “Surrealism started with 
poetry, and poetry remains its central nervous 
system.” Surrealism proceeds, as Andre 


a first priority of surrealism” (she is referring 
to the central binary male/female). But one 
cannot simply declare that dualities are gone, 
and maybe the organization of pessimism in the 
face of too much optimism is again the call of 
the hour. ^ 

. With this in mind, I leap back to Chapter 4, 
i “Women in the Surrealist Underground in the 
1950s,” a time with strong parallels to our 
' own: the Cold War years when, as Rosemont 
, writes, “Cynicism ruled, culturally and 
_ politically,” and “Apathy was one of the 
‘ watchwords of the age.” Here I discover the 
■ essays of Nora Mitrani (beautifully translated 
. by Myrna Bell Rochester) and it is love at first 
sight. Against the smugness of good, we find a 
“ revolutionary evil. “Since man carries evil in his 
- heart, long live the magnificent evil that can 
. destroy him, the passion of love, and the 
* innumerable crimes it has generated.” This was 
’ written with reference to the Marquis de Sade 
in a discussion of love, eroticism, and scandal. In 
her biography I notice that Mitrani also wrote 
about her friend Hans Bellmer. Her essays 
reveal a return to surrealism’s profane origins- 
-to Sade, Lautramont, Rimbaud, Nietzsche and 
Bakunin. As Walter Benjamin put it, “Since 
Bakunin, Europe has lacked a radical concept of 
freedom. The surrealists have one.” 

Benjamin wrote this in 1929, when the 
surrealist movement was going through a crisis 
emerging out of the move from purely 
individual revolt to the demands of mass 
revolutionary action. Poets will be poets, but 
surrealist poets have always been responsive 
to the call of the moment (which might account 
for the longevity of their movement). This may 
be the time to turn inward, a time of 
intensified poetic theory, or what Nancy 
Cunard in 1927 called “a moral questioning of 
all that is in life, anarchically, poetically 
expressed.” Of course, as Cunard goes on to 
say, poetic theory—if it is to be more than 
rhetorical-must also face its “material 
consequences,” i.e., the need for revolution. 

The prose pieces in Surrealist Women, many 
of them essays in theory and/or polemic-are 
also poetic, and these essays by Claude Cahun, 
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INadja, the real life heroine of Breton’s most 
•popular book. “And not only silly stories: 
lactually I live this way altogether." Through his 
'encounters with this enigmatic woman Breton 
lhimself discovered that it is the intense, lived 
'moment of poetic inspiration that is most truly 
Ito be desired. And the whole experience of 
surrealism shows that this inspiration can be 
achieved by all, whether they take pen to paper 
or not. | | I I I I 

With its emphasis on freedom, revolt, and 
the urgency of the unfettered imagination, 
Surrealist Women is not only a major work of 
scholarship—it is also vital reading for anyone 
involved in struggles for radical social change. 
And for those who live their lives at the point 
where art and revolution intersect, this book is 
indispensable. 
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Oppenheim and Toyen, who were active in “ 
surrealism for decades, refused to participate y 
in women-only exhibitions and anthologies. •!- 
Both, however, are represented in Surrealist *- 
Women. What makes Rosemont’s anthology 


different is that it is written not by an outside 



These three books are interwoven in six 
chapters set out in a historical timeline 
covering the decades from the 1920s to the 
present. But the reader obviously doesn’t have 
to follow the order and can leap around in a 
collage like reading that becomes an absorbing 
game of following strange connections. A 
curiosity about the present led me to start 
with Chapter 6, “A Challenge to the 21st 
Century.” Here Rosemont lists the miseries of 
this “depressingly prolonged historical 
moment of global reaction,” but she is hopeful 
that “surrealism, the living negation of all 
these horrors, not only has refused to 
evaporate, but is actually enjoying a promising 
renaissance.” This optimism became the key to 
my route through the book. 

Surrealism as it emerges from this reading 
holds as its central task the winning of total 
freedom. The means to this end is imaginative 
play with language: “Surrealism started with 
poetry, and poetry remains its central nervous 
system.” Surrealism proceeds, as Andre 


reveal a return to surrealism’s profane origins- 
-to Sade, Lautramont, Rimbaud, Nietzsche and 
Bakunin. As Walter Benjamin put it, “Since 
Bakunin, Europe has lacked a radical concept of 
freedom. The surrealists have one.” 

Benjamin wrote this in 1929, when the 
surrealist movement was going through a crisis 
emerging out of the move from purely 
individual revolt to the demands of mass 
revolutionary action. Poets will be poets, but 
surrealist poets have always been responsive 
to the call of the moment (which might account 
for the longevity of their movement). This may 
be the time to turn inward, a time of 
intensified poetic theory, or what Nancy 
Cunard in 1927 called “a moral questioning of 
all that is in life, anarchically, poetically 
expressed.” Of course, as Cunard goes on to 
say, poetic theory--if it is to be more than 
rhetorical-must also face its “material 
consequences,” i.e., the need for revolution. 

The prose pieces in Surrealist Women, many 
of them essays in theory and/or polemic-are 
also poetic, and these essays by Claude Cahun, 



Ethnic Studies Alive and Well at UC 


Continued from page 3 

happening to Ethnic Studies. Student 
protesters articulated the connections 
between attacks on ES and the voter 
approved Proposition 209 which further 
dismantled affirmative action programs and 
lead to a sharp decline in the number of people 
of color accepted into the UC system. On 
April 29, hundreds of students held a protest 
vigil in front of the offices of the Chancellor 
and the Provost. At the vigil, six students 
announced they were beginning a hunger strike 
to increase pressure on the administration to 
accept the demands of the TWLF. The hunger 
strikers, who maintained a liquid diet, and 
dozens of other protesters set up a tent city 
in front of the administration’s office in 
California Hall, where they would stay until the 
demands had been won. Over the next few 
days, more and more students and people from 
the community joined the protest, creating a 
massive encampment on the Chancellor’s 



doorstep, reminiscent of the anti-apartheid 
shantytown established on the same spot in 
1986. 


Early on May 4, police arrested 104 
protesters, including all 6 hunger strikers. 
Campus police from UC Davis, UCLA and 
other campuses were brought in to assist in 
the arrests. The protesters returned 


immediately and news of the police action 
increased both media attention and community 
support. Activities around the tent city 
increased. Protest signs and messages of 
solidarity from students around the country 
decorated California Hall. More and more 
students and community activists joined the 
occupation. The student government passed a 
resolution to support the TWLF’s demands 

The administration was put in an impossible 
situation as the encampment grew and their 
act of repression backfired. Any further mass 
arrest would make them look like brutes, but 
the hundreds of students in sleeping bags just 
couldn’t be ignored. 

On May 8, negotiations between students, 
faculty and the Chancellor led to an agreement 
which included the following provisions: 8 
faculty ladder positions over the next 5 years, 
3 of which will be filled this coming year; a 
budget sufficient to maintain the department 


— no more cut backs on classes; a research 
center on “Race & Gender Studies”; additional 
office space; a Multicultural Center for 
students; funds for recruiting qualified 
transfer students who are interested in ES; a 
mural in the building that houses ES; dropping 
all criminal charges against student 
protesters (although disciplinary letters will 
be placed in all of their files and 8 must 
undergo campus 'student conduct’ 
proceedings). 

This victory does not mean that the 
struggle is over. As the students at UCLA 
learned after hunger strikers won ES demands 
in May of 1993, getting the administration to 
implement their agreements is also part of the 
struggle. 

As these departments are under attack all 
over the country, student activism around is 
heating up. For more info, see the UCB 
student-run webpage: www.ethnicstudies.com. 
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Kosovo 


Continued from page 1 

| could extract from it about the reasons for 
the conflict. The media dramatized the human 
rights offenses committed by Serb troops, to 
back up the Clinton line that the war was a 
“humanitarian” action to stop the slaughter of 
innocent Kosovar civilians. The big myth was 
that bombing would somehow stop the 
slaughter. In fact, there is significant evidence 
that US military planners knew that the 
bombing could do nothing to stop Serbian 
military attacks on the civilian population, and 
further that they knew that bombing would 
probably make things worse. In the year prior 
to the bombing, about 2,000 people were killed 
in Kosovo, mostly by Serb military and 
paramilitary forces. After international 
observers left in preparation for bombing, 
hundreds of thousands were expelled, their 
houses burned, and untold thousands probably 
I killed. 

The media tried to obscure how close a 
I negotiated settlement between Serbia and 
NATO might have been in the absence of 
military action. The night before the bombing 
started, the Serb Parliament called for 
negotiations over “an international presence in 
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be planned with less fear of effective 
domestic opposition. 

Despite abundant historical examples of US 
imperialism in which the government made 
fraudulent claims that the action was 
“humanitarian” while the real goals were 
economic and political, US activists have 
seemed largely paralyzed from acting against 
the bombing as the media repeatedly touted 
examples of Serbian brutality. Many groups, 
rather than taking to the streets, instead held 
discussion groups in which they questioned 
whether protests against the bombing would 
be an endorsement of genocide by the Serbs. 
“If this is genocide, we can’t just do nothing” 
went the line. Without doubting any story of 
Serb brutality (in fact it appears the Serb 
military did carry out serious human rights 
violations) it does not follow that if a 
government represses its own citizens within 
its own borders, the correct response is for 
the world’s most powerful nation to commence 


Continued from page 1 

related airborne toxins. 

• The taxpayers paid $1 billion for 
construction of the 4.5-mile Cypress Freeway 
in Oakland, CA, or $3,500 per inch. 

• It costs $30,000 to the cost of a new 
housing unit in San Francisco: to add one off- 
street parking space. 

• Federal and local governments nationwide 
spend $185 million per day on highways and 
major roads. 

• Number of bicycles that can park in the 
space of one SUV: 16-20 

We have subdued all other needs -- of 
safety, of equity, of community, of health, of 
environment - to ensure that the automobile 
can chug along unfettered. And the irony of 
the whole system is that we have paralyzed our 
movement in unending gridlock. Our current 
transportation superstructure focuses on only 
the movement of the greatest volume of cars 
at the greatest speeds possible. All the while 
we have disassembled, underfunded, and 
neglected mass transit and marginalized any 
form of non-motorized transportation, 
including walking. We have made the corner 
grocery store, the pedestrian, the public town 
square, the bicycle commuter, and the blue sky 
all endangered species. We have forgotten how 
to move people. 

The bicycle is the ultimate vehicle of 
liberation, of sustainability, of efficiency, of 
community, and of social equity. The 
environmental benefits of bicycling are 
unquestionable. Zero-emission human-powered 
transport is the ultimate tool of sustainability. 
Bicycles are inexpensive to manufacture and 
are affordable to families even on the most 
meager budgets. Bicycles require very little 
space in an urban setting to maneuver and 
park, they take up little room in movement and 
in place. In tandem with mass transit, bicycles 
permit a city to keep itself confined to less 
area, keeping wild lands and open space 


bicycle is ideal transportation to travel this 
compact, traditional urban landscape. 
Bicycling fosters community and gathering. It 
promotes social interaction at every turn. It 
fits in perfectly in a human-scaled city. 

Cycling keeps the body fit and the mind and 
reflexes sharp. In this age of super convenience 
and drive-thrus, we have let our health and 
vigor deteriorate. Cycling as everyday 
transportation is a simple solution to regular 
exercise. 

And of course, the simple acts of bicycling 
lifts the human spirit and revives our 
connection with air, land, and water. 

What is Bike Summer? 

Bike Summer will be a month of intensive 
advocacy and celebration with daily events. 
Events will kick off on Friday, July 30, with the 
largest Critical Mass ride ever (we’re hoping 
to double the 5,000+ rider Mass of July 
1997), and continue with daily events until the 
August 27 Critical Mass. Events will include 
film festivals, activist trainings, art exhibits, 
daily mass rides, political strategy workshops, 
cultural and natural history bike tours, street 
theatre, camping excursions, guerrilla bike 
rack installations, lectures and teach-ins, bike 
rodeos, family rides, street parties, and many 
direct action events aimed at raising 
consciousness and demanding change (as well 
as having fun!). 

San Francisco is the birthplace of Critical 
Mass and the epicenter of the bicycling 
movement. Often looked to as a trend-setting 
capital, this city, grappling with its 
transportation and land-use future at this 
millennial crossroads, is the natural stage for 
intensifying the global struggle against 
automobile domination. Bicycling has been 
making slow incremental progress, but we need 
to take the campaign to the next level, 
strengthen the web of global activists, and 
begin to turn the wheels toward sustainability. 
Bike Summer 1999 in San Francisco is the 






paramilitary forces. After international 
observers left in preparation for bombing, 
hundreds of thousands were expelled, their 
houses burned, and untold thousands probably 
killed. 

The media tried to obscure how close a 
negotiated settlement between Serbia and 
NATO might have been in the absence of 
military action. The night before the bombing 
started, the Serb Parliament called for 
negotiations over “an international presence in 



Kosovo immediately after the signing of an 
accord for self-administration in Kosovo which 
will be accepted by all national communities” 
living in the province - essentially the deal 
sought after weeks of bombing. This gesture 
was ignored by Clinton (and the media). 
Clinton had a much stronger interest in 
bombing for its own sake than in reaching a 
settlement, even if this resort to force meant 
that thousands of Kosovars he claimed he 
wanted to help would be killed. 

The importance of the war as a US attack 
on the authority of international law and the 
United Nations has also been obscured. Under 
international law, it is clear that no government 
can legally fight a war of aggression against 
another sovereign state. Only the United 
Nations has legal authority to use force for 
“humanitarian” goals. Even though the UN 
decision making system gives the US and other 
permanent members of the Security Counsel a 
veto on decisions of the Counsel, the US still 
wishes to undermine the UN because of the 
admittedly meager internationalism it 
represents. By fighting the war under the 
auspices of NATO - which has no authority 
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be planned with less fear of effective 
domestic opposition. 

Despite abundant historical examples of US 
imperialism in which the government made 
fraudulent claims that the action was 
“humanitarian” while the real goals were 
economic and political, US activists have 
seemed largely paralyzed from acting against 
the bombing as the media repeatedly touted 
examples of Serbian brutality. Many groups, 
rather than taking to the streets, instead held 
discussion groups in which they questioned 
whether protests against the bombing would 
be an endorsement of genocide by the Serbs. 
“If this is genocide, we can't just do nothing” 
went the line. Without doubting any story of 
Serb brutality (in fact it appears the Serb 
military did carry out serious human rights 
violations) it does not follow that if a 
government represses its own citizens within 
its own borders, the correct response is for 
the world’s most powerful nation to commence 
bombing with no UN authority. 

Many activist groups have apparently felt 
constrained to choose one of the narrow, 
unacceptable options presented to them by 
Clinton: oppose genocide by keeping quiet 
about the bombing or oppose the bombing and 
support Serb brutality. These are not the 
only options. 

US activists should remember that while the 
US supposedly tried to avoid death and 
displacement in Kosovo, it was directly funding 
similar government repression carried on by 
our allies in Columbia (1 million refugees, 2000 
killed last year) and Turkey (repression 
against the Kurds have eliminated entire 
villages and killed tens of thousands) as well as 
elsewhere. No one in the US government 
proposed lifting a finger during state 
sponsored humanitarian disasters in Rwanda, 
Cambodia, East Timor, Guatemala ... Clearly 
US claims of humanitarian concern are highly 
cynical. 

Noam Chomsky has suggested the following 
solution to the “we must do something” 
argument: “Suppose you see a crime ift the 
streets, and feel that you can’t just stand by 
silently, so you pick up an assault rifle and kill 
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can chug along unfettered. And the irony of 
the whole system is that we have paralyzed our 
movement in unending gridlock. Our current 
transportation superstructure focuses on only 
the movement of the greatest volume of cars 
at the greatest speeds possible. All the while 
we have disassembled, underfunded, and 
neglected mass transit and marginalized any 
form of non-motorized transportation, 
including walking. We have made the corner 
grocery store, the pedestrian, the public town 
square, the bicycle commuter, and the blue sky 
all endangered species. We have forgotten how 
to move people. 

The bicycle is the ultimate vehicle of 
liberation, of sustainability, of efficiency, of 
community, and of social equity. The 
environmental benefits of bicycling are 
unquestionable. Zero-emission human-powered 
transport is the ultimate tool of sustainability. 
Bicycles are inexpensive to manufacture and 
are affordable to families even on the most 
meager budgets. Bicycles require very little 
space in an urban setting to maneuver and 
park, they take up little room in movement and 
in place. In tandem with mass transit, bicycles 
permit a city to keep itself confined to less 
area, keeping wild lands and open space 
unpaved, intact, and nearby. Bicycling fosters 
an ethos of living locally - supporting local 
business, relying on local agriculture, 
appreciating local ecosystems. 

We cannot forget the human ecology of the 
bicycle. Community, cultural activity and 
political discourse need physical and public 
places to foment and grow, they require 
entropy and human contact. Public squares, 
neighborhood parks, sidewalks, marketplaces 
-- these are the places where people mingle, 
ideas grow, and culture and community 
germinate. All of this requires a human-scaled 
built environment. The human spirit needs 
contact with others to grow and flourish. The 



advocacy and celebration with daily events. 
Events will kick off on Friday, July 30, with the 
largest Critical Mass ride ever (we're hoping 
to double the 5,000+ rider Mass of July 
1997), and continue with daily events until the 
August 27 Critical Mass. Events will include 
film festivals, activist trainings, art exhibits, 
daily mass rides, political strategy workshops, 
cultural and natural history bike tours, street 
theatre, camping excursions, guerrilla bike 
rack installations, lectures and teach-ins, bike 
rodeos, family rides, street parties, and many 
direct action events aimed at raising 
consciousness and demanding change (as well 
as having fun!). 

San Francisco is the birthplace of Critical 
Mass and the epicenter of the bicycling 
movement. Often looked to as a trend-setting 
capital, this city, grappling with its 
transportation and land-use future at this 
millennial crossroads, is the natural stage for 
intensifying the global struggle against 
automobile domination. Bicycling has been 
making slow incremental progress, but we need 
to take the campaign to the next level, 
strengthen the web of global activists, and 
begin to turn the wheels toward sustainability. 
Bike Summer 1999 in San Francisco is the 
first monumental wave of the velorution. Be a 
part of history and help pedal toward a 
greener, more livable future. 

Bike Summer organizers are expecting large 
packs of cyclists and activists from all over 
the country to descend on San Francisco, if you 
want publicity material (press kits, stickers, 
flyers, full-color posters, logistical 
information, audio public service 
announcements), or want to help plan a Bike 
Summer event, please call (415) 431-2453 
ext.9, send an email to 
bike_summer_sf@hotmail.com, or visit the 
official Bike Summer website at 
www.bikesummer.org. 
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living in the province - essentially the deal 
sought after weeks of bombing. This gesture 
was ignored by Clinton (and the media). 
Clinton had a much stronger interest in 
bombing for its own sake than in reaching a 
settlement, even if this resort to force meant 
that thousands of Kosovars he claimed he 
wanted to help would be killed. 

The importance of the war as a US attack 
on the authority of international law and the 
United Nations has also been obscured. Under 
international law, it is clear that no government 
can legally fight a war of aggression against 
another sovereign state. Only the United 
Nations has legal authority to use force for 
“humanitarian” goals. Even though the UN 
decision making system gives the US and other 
permanent members of the Security Counsel a 
veto on decisions of the Counsel, the US still 
wishes to undermine the UN because of the 
admittedly meager internationalism it 
represents. By fighting the war under the 
auspices of NATO - which has no authority 
under international law to attack sovereign 
nations for “humanitarian” reasons - and 
getting away with it, the US has greatly 
strengthened the credibility of any future 
threats of military action outside of any 
international body it may make. While NATO 
appears to be an alliance, the US exercises 
great influence in NATO, which contains no real 
opponents of US geo-political goals. 

Meanwhile, for complex reasons, the US left 
and peace movement never really got a 
vigorous campaign off the ground to oppose 
the war. This is another major victory for 
Clintonesque advocates of a New World 
Order: future illegal military interventions can 


unacceptaDie options presented to tnem oy 
Clinton: oppose genocide by keeping quiet 
about the bombing) or oppose the bombing and 
support Serb brutality. These are not the 
only options. 

US activists should remember that while the 
US supposedly tried to avoid death and 
displacement in Kosovo, it was directly funding 
similar government repression carried on by 
our allies in Columbia (1 million refugees, 2000 
killed last year) and Turkey (repression 
against the Kurds have eliminated entire 
villages and killed tens of thousands) as well as 
elsewhere. No one in the US government 
proposed lifting a finger during state 
sponsored humanitarian disasters in Rwanda, 
Cambodia, East Timor, Guatemala ... Clearly 
US claims of humanitarian concern are highly 
cynical. 

Noam Chomsky has suggested the following 
solution to the “we must do something” 
argument: “Suppose you see a crime in the 
streets, and feel that you can’t just stand by 
silently, so you pick up an assault rifle and kill 
everyone involved: criminal, victim, bystanders. 
Are we to understand that to be the rational 
and moral response? One choice, always 
available, is to follow the Hippocratic principle: 
‘first, do no harm.’ If you can think of no way 
to adhere to that elementary principle, then do 
nothing.” 

The best way for activists to help the 
ordinary Kosovars, Serbians, and people 
around the world is to keep the pressure up on 
a US government which seeks world domination 
through military force. Violence will never 
stop violence, it can only create more, while 
strengthening the elites who wield the gun, as 
well as the elites where the bombs fall. 


appreciating local ecosystems. 

We cannot forget the human ecology of the 
bicycle. Community, cultural activity and 
political discourse need physical and public 
places to foment and grow, they require 
entropy and human contact. Public squares, 
neighborhood parks, sidewalks, marketplaces 
-- these are the places where people mingle, 
ideas grow, and culture and community 
germinate. All of this requires a human-scaled 
built environment. The human spirit needs 
contact with others to grow and flourish. The 
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Bike Summer organizers are expecting large 
packs of cyclists and activists from all over 
the country to descend on San Francisco, if you 
want publicity material (press kits, stickers, 
flyers, full-color posters, logistical 
information, audio public service 
announcements), or want to help plan a Bike 
Summer event, please call (415) 431-2453 
ext.9, send an email to 
bike_summer_sf@hotmail.com, or visit the 
official Bike Summer website at 
www.bikesummer.org. 



SOUTHSIDE 


Continued from page 10 

specific economic-profiling of people who are 
singled out for their appearance, their lack of 
economic prestige and options, and their 
lifestyle choices made under often hostile 
conditions. They are making the best of their 
social situation the same way anyone would who 
found themselves in a similar situation, and are 
being criminalized for it. 

A real social plan, a People’s Southside Plan 
would address the needs of all people in 
society, not try to benefit some at the expense 
of others. Such a social plan would include 
social change, a redivision of society’s 
resources and social power, in its agenda so 
that everyone can be included. Any plan that 
falls short of that goal should be opposed. 
Police actions to carry it out must be resisted. 




Donate to Slingshot 

If you like Slingshot, send us your Money! 
About $20 per person is great. We also need 
letters, articles, art and photographs. Send 
'em to: 3124 Shattuck Ave., Berkeley, CA 
94705. 

















Slingshot Pickup lines'. 


Maximumrocknroll wanted to see a sign that the Slingshot l 
J Collective has human beings in it. They called us “anarcho- 
robots,” for heaven’s sake! Well, MRR, we have feelings too. 

I We stay awake, lonely and shivering at night, in order to bring j 
you the best news of the revolution! So, just to show you 
| that we have a warm and fuzzy side, following are the topi 
eleven pickup lines all the members of the Slingshot collective] 
{have used at one time or another. Has it worked? No, we’re | 
still pathetic and lonely. But at least we have that speciaj 
'{feeling warming our cold, robot hearts. 


< 


Wanna write an article for Slingshot? 

What’s your ideology? 

I know a cool dumpster with chocolate in it. 

I love anarchists who bathe. 

Didn’t I see you at the Mumia rally? 

Want to ride on my tandem bike at Critical Mass? 

Can you take down my name and phone number in case I getj 
arrested? 

Want to be a guest on my pirate radio show? 

Wanna see my squat? 

Would you come to my trial? 

I got clubbed on my back by the police - mind massaging it?" 


««{ 

nassaging it? | 
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Letters to Slingshot 


Continued from page 2 

a pie in his face, he got just what he deserved, if 
not more. Part of being a radical is direct action in 
any shape or form. The Biotic Baking Brigade’s 
pieing of Mayor Brown was a crafty, artistic 
political statement; like throwing a pie at a clown. 
Willie Brown is a joke; a bad joke and he just got 
what he deserves. The BBB should do their time 
proudly. 

Of course, there are those situations as well, 
where there are the elderly, the sick, the mentally 
ill, drug abusers, people that want a change of 


If homelessness is such a problem for the 
working people, renters, homeowners, and small 
business owners, help them out! Offer a homeless 
person a job, organize within your community, 
take over abandoned buildings that could house 
these people. United we stand, divided we fall. 
What ever happened to the Presidio? Mr. Rob 
Anderson, you are complaining about people 
complaining about homelessness with no real 
action. What are your actions? Have you ever 
been homeless? Have you ever been involved 
with Food Not Bombs? While some of the 
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[Hey kids! Have you had any special experiences! 
jwith your Slingshot brand Organizer? Has it 
fallen out of your pocket and embarrassed you | 
jin front of your friends and relatives? Have 
[you thrown it through a cop’s window in some 
j act of ill-planned revenge? Or has it reunited 
(you with your long lost sweetheart? Well, we 
| at Slingshot want to hear about it! Just send 
Jus your best Slingshot Organizer stories-- 
[something memorable, salacious, or just plain 
I stupid. We'll print the best ones in a special 
[section in next year’s Y2K Organizer! Hurry, 
[now! The deadline is August 2,1999. 
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PUBLICATION DENIAL NOTIFICATION 






•,h Section 3 9 of the TDCJ-ID Roles and 
reviewed and denied in accordance with Secti 
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Letters to Slingshot 


Continued from page 2 

a pie in his face, he got just what he deserved, if 
not more. Part of being a radical is direct action in 
any shape or form. The Biotic Baking Brigade’s 
pieing of Mayor Brown was a crafty, artistic 
political statement; like throwing a pie at a clown. 
Willie Brown is a joke; a bad joke and he just got 
what he deserves. The BBB should do their time 
proudly. 

Of course, there are those situations as well, 
where there are the elderly, the sick, the mentally 
ill, drug abusers, people that want a change of 
life, but can’t find a place to fit their special needs. 
At least they can go get a warm meal at a Food 
Not Bombs serving. 



Continued from page 3 

and carpets, broken stoves, and bathrooms 
without any working lights. People are sick and 
tired of living in substandard housing and 
getting abused by the manager who is 
supposed to fix their apartments. The meeting 
voted to take up the case of two single 
mothers sharing an Oakland apartment owned 
by Lipnosky who are also facing eviction. 

The fight against Lipnosky’s poor 
treatment of his tenants will continue with the 
Campaign for Renters’ Rights staging an 
Open House where the public can come and see 
how neglected his buildings really are. 

If you want to get involved with the 
Campaign for Renters' Rights, or if you’re 
having problems with your landlord, call CRR’s 
hotline: (510) 595-5545. 


TAO Communications 





If homelessness is such a problem for the 
working people, renters, homeowners, and small 
business owners, help them out! Offer a homeless 
person a job, organize within your community, 
take over abandoned buildings that could house 
these people. United we stand, divided we fall. 
What ever happened to the Presidio? Mr. Rob 
Anderson, you are complaining about people 
complaining about homelessness with no real 
action. What are your actions? Have you ever 
been homeless? Have you ever been involved 
with Food Not Bombs? While some of the 
homeless stay homeless and others join the 
struggle to rise from homelessness, at least FNB 
gives these people a warm meal. Would you 
rather see them starve or eat out of trash cans? 
We challenge the System’s status quo much more 
than your article in Slingshot does. 

We also fight by living, our existence is 
resistance. -A member of San Jose’s FNB 


If you’re not a 
snitch, you’re a 
threat 


Dear Slingshot, 

I am a Hispanic inmate incarcerated in the 
Pelican Bay State Prison-Security Housing Unit 
(SHU). This unit is governed by Nazi-style justice. 

I am charged with being a validated prison gang 
member based on my race. This and similar 
allegations are made by state recruited 
informants in a scheme called “debrtefing.” This is 
a tactic used by the Department of Corrections to 
oppress and discriminate against inmates who 
refuse to cooperate with the jailhouse informant 
program. The California Department of 
Corrections holds about 131,000 men and women 
in its 33 prison facilities: 29% are white, 33% are 
black, and 34% are Hispanic. Here at Pelican 
Bay, however, an astounding 61% are Hispanic 
prisoners, and these prisoners are assigned to 
the SHU almost twice as often as their numbers in 
the general population. 

The discrimination by prison officials and 
administration is readily apparent. The mostly 
white prison guards find it easy to brand Latinos , 
as gang members. Contrary to the claims made 
by the prison administration that the Pelican Bay 
SHU helps solve the problem of gang violence 
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Publication contains contraband. of explosives, weapons or drugs. 
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j “Sure there’s freedom of the press--as long 

• as you own one.” 

• This slogan accurately describes the reality 
2 faced by alternative news outlets: you need 
J money and access to have your freedom ol 
l speech. In the 1960s, radical papers often had 

• to travel long distances to locate a printer whc 

1 would take their jobs. In the 90s, with easy 
J access to xerox machines and presses, the 

2 issue is increasingly limited access to getting 
2 the small papers distributed assuming would- 
; be publishers can find a way to pay for the 

• printing. 

Consider yourself lucky to be reading 
Slingshot, because we are facing increasing 
barriers to distributing the paper. Following 
are three illustrations: 

Rainbow Grocery rains on our parade. 
About 70 percent of the 10,000 Slingshots 
we print get given out for free at local cafes, 
stores, libraries, etc. around the East Bay and 
San Francisco. We usually do a run to San 
Francisco with about 2,000 copies right after 
the paper comes back from the printer. Last 
issue, we put a bundle at Rainbow Grocery, 
SF’s groovy collective store, like we always do. 

• They have a huge section by the doors with 
dozens of free papers available. We then went 
to collect money from the 1999 Slingshot 
Organizer, which they sell for us, and when we 
went back by the front door 5 minutes later, 
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We finished our San Francisco distro run, 
but wondered how many of the papers we were 
distributing would be immediately recycled 
because we aren’t a recognized, commercial, 
entertainment based free paper. 

The case of the missing pages. Slingshot 
mails out hundreds of copies of each issue free 
to prisoners. A few months ago, we got a 
funny note from the Texas Department of 
Corrections saying that they had rejected a 
page from our recent issue, and asking if we 

wanted to appeal. “The above listed 
publication has been reviewed and denied in 
accordance with Section 3.9 of the TDCJ-ID 
Rules and Regulations for the reason(s) 
checked below: . . (b) publication contains 
information regarding the manufacture of 
explosives, weapons or drugs.” We 
immediately sent in an appeal from our 
attorney, but they never contacted us back. 
Then we started getting mail from dozens of 
prisoners saying that pages 13 and 14 had 
been removed from their copies of the issue?!? 
We never did figure out what had been such a 
threat to institutional security on those pages. 
It was mostly an article talking about 
capitalism and stuff. 

Either way you lose. Turns out, despite the 
experience at Rainbow Grocery, that Slingshot 
does own some metal newsboxes. You know, 
the kind that both Berkeley and San Francisco 
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and carpets, broken stoves, and bathrooms 
without any working lights. People are sick and 
tired of living in substandard housing and 
getting abused by the manager who is 
supposed to fix their apartments. The meeting 
voted to take up the case of two single 
mothers sharing an Oakland apartment owned 
by Lipnosky who are also facing eviction. 

The fight against Lipnosky’s poor 
treatment of his tenants will continue with the 
Campaign for Renters’ Rights staging an 
Open House where the public can come and see 
how neglected his buildings really are. 

If you want to get involved with the 
Campaign for Renters’ Rights, or if you’re 
having problems with your landlord, call CRR’s 
hotline: (510) 595-5545. 



We challenge the System’s status quo much more 
than your article in Slingshot does. 

We also fight by living, our existence is 
resistance. --A member of San Jose’s FNB 

If you’re not a 
snitch, you’re a 
threat 

Dear Slingshot, 

I am a Hispanic inmate incarcerated in the 
Pelican Bay State Prison-Security Housing Unit 
(SHU). This unit is governed by Nazi-style justice. 

I am charged with being a validated prison gang 
member based on my race. This and similar 
allegations are made by state recruited 
informants in a scheme called “debrtefing.” This is 
a tactic used by the Department of Corrections to 
oppress and discriminate against inmates who 
refuse to cooperate with the jailhouse informant 
program. The California Department of 
Corrections holds about 131,000 men and women 
in its 33 prison facilities: 29% are white, 33% are; 
black, and 34% are Hispanic. Here at Pelican 
Bay, however, an astounding 61% are Hispanic 
prisoners, and these prisoners are assigned to 
the SHU almost twice as often as their numbers in 
the general population. 

The discrimination by prison officials and 
administration is readily apparent. The mostly 
white prison guards find it easy to brand Latinos, 
as gang members. Contrary to the claims made 
by the prison administration that the Pelican Bay 
SHU helps solve the problem of gang violence 
and inter-gang strife, it has in fact made prison life 
worse and has encouraged false allegations by 
prison informants. The prison then uses these 
allegations as an entrapment against those who 
are considered a threat to the rest of the prison 
population, regardless if this is actually the case. 
The bottom line is, “if you’re not a snitch, you’re a 
threat.” 

Informants by definition give information for 
some kind of gain, be it financial or special 
privileges like being housed in a particular area of 
the prison. Furthermore, prison officials can hide 
behind the informants’ false allegations. They can 
bring up false information at trials while not being 
subject to perjury because they can attribute the 
information to the informant, who has to remain 
anonymous. 

“Trial and error” is not the question. The 
reality that so many inmates have to live with is 
“trial with error.” Cesar Rodriguez 
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“Sure there’s freedom of the press--as long 
as you own one.” 

This slogan accurately describes the reality 
faced by alternative news outlets: you need 
money and access to have your freedom of 
speech. In the 1960s, radical papers often had 
to travel long distances to locate a printer who 
would take their jobs. In the 90s, with easy 
access to xerox machines and presses, the 
issue is increasingly limited access to getting 
the small papers distributed assuming would- 
be publishers can find a way to pay for the 
printing. 

Consider yourself lucky to be reading 
Slingshot, because we are facing increasing 
barriers to distributing the paper. Following 
are three illustrations: 

Rainbow Grocery rains on our parade. 
About 70 percent of the 10,000 Slingshots 
we print get given out for free at local cafes, 
stores, libraries, etc. around the East Bay and 
San Francisco. We usually do a run to San 
Francisco with about 2,000 copies right after 
the paper comes back from the printer. Last 
issue, we put a bundle at Rainbow Grocery, 
SF’s groovy collective store, like we always do. 
They have a huge section by the doors with 
dozens of free papers available. We then went 
to collect money from the 1999 Slingshot 
Organizer, which they sell for us, and when we 
went back by the front door 5 minutes later, 
all the Slingshots we had just left were gone! 

A store clerk was collecting huge stacks of 
other free papers like the brand new issue of 
the Mission News and recycling them, so we 
asked him if he had just thrown out the 
Slingshots. He denied it, but told us we 
weren’t allowed to put Slingshots at Rainbow 
anymore because we didn’t own a wood or 
metal news rack. He told us that he was 
throwing out all the papers that didn’t own 
newsboxes. When I pointed out that this 
effectively limited the papers available to for- 
profit papers (like the Guardian, etc.) which 
print ads and can afford newsboxes, and that 
this didn’t seem in the spirit of the co-op 
Grocery, he asked us to leave the store 
because we were making a scene. (Harshing 
the mellow.) 


We finished our San Francisco distro run, 
but wondered how many of the papers we were 
distributing would be immediately recycled 
because we aren’t a recognized, commercial, 
entertainment based free paper. 

The case of the missing pages. Slingshot 
mails out hundreds of copies of each issue free 
to prisoners. A few months ago, we got a 
funny note from the Texas Department of 
Corrections saying that they had rejected a 
page from our recent issue, and asking if we 

wanted to appeal. “The above listed 
publication has been reviewed and denied in 
accordance with Section 3.9 of the TDCJ-ID 
Rules and Regulations for the reason(s) 
checked below: . . (b) publication contains 
information regarding the manufacture of 
explosives, weapons or drugs.” We 
immediately sent in an appeal from our 
attorney, but they never contacted us back. 
Then we started getting mail from dozens of 
prisoners saying that pages 13 and 14 had 
been removed from their copies of the issue?!? 
We never did figure out what had been such a 
threat to institutional security on those pages. 
It was mostly an article talking about 
capitalism and stuff. 

Either way you lose. Turns out, despite the 
experience at Rainbow Grocery, that Slingshot 
does own some metal newsboxes. You know, 
the kind that both Berkeley and San Francisco 
consider a threat to the American Way Of Life 
(i.e. they look “ugly” and therefore hurt 
business, particularly shopping). A few years 
ago someone donated 8 of them to us. We 
painted them Slingshot green, fixed the 
windows, and then drove around and chained 
them to clusters of newsboxes around the East 
Bay. Since then, 6 of them have disappeared. 
We were never sure where they were all going 
until recently, when we got a letter from the 
City of Berkeley, saying they were disposing 
of our box on the corner of Haste and 
Telegraph because it looked too messy. We 
had 14 days to claim it at the city yard, but we 
couldn’t borrow a bike cart big enough to 
carry the darn thin. It seems that you can’t 
distribute unless you have newsboxes, but once 
you get the boxes. 



















■ June 18 • I lam 

I Reclaim the Streets! 

1 Justin Herman Plaza. 


June 26 . 4pm 
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June 2l . h 

Summer Solstice Poi 
Reading, Ecology Ce 
2530 San Pablo Ave, 
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iichael Lerner & Paul Nude Fre 
liddle School 25th & V forrainbc 
H 415.7 657^0 ^ jjj^hare. Fre 


luly 3 • noon 

Independence tor ^ °ay Me et at 

n Direct action and Festive^ ^ ^ 3594 
SF Fed. building. .fireworx.org 

or tireworx@igc.org- ww 

,tf 



July 4 • noon 

de Freedom Day, Baker Beach, SF Look 
rainbow flag. Bring ideas, drums, etc. to 

iro C rr\r\ 


July 31 

I MASSIVE PROTEST AT BOTH ENDS OF 

1 (T 3 n R AM H ^ ND ' SAN RAFAEL BRIDGE. 
10.30 AM Richmond BART, 11:30 AM 

Larkspur Ferry. Bike Access Now! 

510.273-9288, http://xinet.com/bike/ 


i Day Parade. 


s. Free. 

I July 4th • 2:30pm 

I TV Smashing and Flag Burning. People’s 

i a timo 
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Rainbow Pride Open Poetry Celebration 11 ^ ^ I am 1 
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June 23 • 7:30pm 

Rainbow Pride Open Poetry Celebration | ■ ’ 11 ar> l 

Rockridge branch library, 5366 College J ™ ,m ™ Terrain! People’s Park 
Ave. Call 615-5728 or 597-5017. Free " WWn board, msic, g*j e 

■ “Mterevenls and workshop” 


'eople’s Park. — J u, 7 7 \ Mass b ^ e ride. 

>m *z&r*** * *£S2S£*»*?*z 


Laayue ui uiuqu — 

Summer Pruning. 415.543.5000 


pm 

fL W ° m n n ’ S Critical Mass bike ride . 
.....nice™ ' se ° 0ks 6536 ^P 11 

httpV/xinet.com/bike/women/ 


East Bay Critical Mass ^ G&ther 5;30 
HaVe f ^i^Berkeley BART to leave at 6 PM. 

July 10 

I Coeur D’alene, Idaho .. march 

Pmtest/confront Aryan Nations marcn 
call Anti-Racist Action Bay Area for more 
info. 510.433.9995 

July 30 " ^ 

■ SF Critical Mass Bike ride 

Kick off for Bike-Summe^events^ 



July 30-August 27 

ISss^Sn-; 

- 31 - 2453 or ww.bikesummer.org 


August 8 • 7:30pm 

Cafe Zapata benefit for Zapatistas 

54 M 75 ?^nmyfoS'xme ondown. 

^ON-GOING 


Tuesdays • 8pm 

Anarchist Study Group. Ongoing 
Long Haul 3124 Shattuck, Berkeley. 
For more info, call 510.705.8557 J 



Long Haul Open Hours 


Monday (£only) 6-9 Thursday 3-9 

Tuesday 6-9 Sunday 3-9 

Wednesday 6-9 Cafe Night Sunday 7:30 
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